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We are looking at the life of Jesus and the life he promises in our series on the Gospel of John, 
Livin’ the Life.  Today’s message, The Light of the World, is found in 8:12-30.  Please turn to John 
8:12-30 and read along or listen as we read God’s word.   

Jesus was sent by the Father on a mission to seek and save the lost so tells the crowd, I am the 
light of the world (12, 1:4-5).  I am are the words God used to reveal himself in the Old Testament, the 
one who creates all things and delivers his people.  Jesus is saying that God has come to save his 
people again in the person of Jesus.  He is the light of salvation (Isa 9:1-2; Ps 27:1; Lk 1:78-79, 2:32; 
Maat 4:16).  Jesus is the light of the world in at least four ways.  First, Jesus is the only light, not one 
of many lights.  It is only Jesus or darkness.  Second, everyone needs the light of Jesus.  You cannot 
see or know God the Father without Jesus’ light.  Third, the light not only reveals God but is also the 
source of life (1:4, 12).  He is the light who gives life so that we see spiritual truth (3:3).  Fourth, one 
day the light will remove all the darkness in the world (Rev 21:21-27; 22:5; Mat 8:12; 22:13; 25:30).   

As the light of the world, Jesus can make this promise, whoever follows him will not walk in 
darkness but will have the light who gives life (12).  Notice that the offer goes out to everyone, 
whoever.  When you follow Jesus, he promises that you will no longer walk in darkness and you will 
have the light of life!  Let’s look at what it means to follow Jesus first.  To follow a rabbi or teacher in 
that day meant to embrace his teaching and embody his teaching, becoming like the teacher.  But 
Jesus adds another dimension because Jesus is more than just a teacher, he is the Savior and 
deliverer, the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.  So you must also come to him for 
salvation, repenting of your sin and turning toward him in faith.  Let’s look at those two life changing 
promises.  The first is that you will no longer walk in darkness.  Outside of Jesus we live in spiritual 
darkness that blinds us to the truth and Jesus is the only way out.  And second is that you have the 
light who gives life.  You come out of the darkness because Jesus makes you alive.  No other person 
can do that for you.  All the Jesus is and promises to be for you is yours to have because you have 
him.  He will be the sacrifice for your sins, the Living Water who refreshes you, the Bread of Life who 
feeds you, the deliverer who frees you, and a multitude of other blessings.  

The Pharisees are not about to accept this statement on face value so they declare Jesus’ testimony 
is invalid because he has no witness to corroborate his claim (13).  Their accusation is a tangent.  But 
Jesus capitalizes on their accusation and uses it to show them why he is the light of the world.  Jesus 
is the master at capitalizing on conversations and circumstances to point people to the truth.  Jesus is 
the light of the world because of his unique relationship to the Father.  Even if I do bear witness about 
myself, my testimony is true, because I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do 
not know where I come from or where I am going.  You judge according to the flesh (8:14-15).  That 
is, I came from God and I am going back to him by way of the cross, the resurrection, and the 
ascension but you do not know this or understand this because you judge from a human perspective, 
blinded to the truth.  They are in the same place the Samaritan woman and Nicodemus (3:5) was 
when Jesus talked to them.  They are blind to spiritual truth unless the light gives them life.  Then he 
adds, I judge no one.  Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, because it is not I alone who judge, 
but I and the Father who sent me (15-16).  The Father sent him as the Savior to rescue us from our 
sin.  But he will come again as the judge.  But it is not a though he does not judge now.  His 
judgement lines up with the Father, they are united in their judgement.  This is exactly what Jesus did 
with the woman caught in adultery.  He judged her sin but extended her mercy and told her to leave 
her life of sin.  Then Jesus uses Old Testament law to show that his Father is a witness to his 
testimony (17-18).  So they ask where is his Father (19)?  Jesus tells them, “You know neither me nor 
my Father.  If you knew me, you would know my Father also (8:19).  Jesus is the light of the world 
who reveals the Father.  To know the Father, you must recognize your need for Jesus, the Son who is 



the Savior.  So Jesus uses the Pharisees accusation to prove that he is the light of the world because 
he is united with the Father as one.   

Then Jesus gives them a warning.  I am going away and if you continue to seek me on your terms, 
then you will die in your sin (21).  But he also offers hope, unless you believe I am he you will die in 
your sins (24).  To die in your sins is to die under God’s judgement and wrath (3:36).  But if you be-
lieve, you will not die in your sins.  That is, Jesus takes your judgement upon himself.  Here is the bot-
tom line.  We are under God’s judgment not just for our acts of sin but for our sinful condition.  And 
because of our sinful condition, we all deserve God’s judgement.  Jesus, the light of the world offers 
us freedom from God’s judgement by his death on the cross; he is the light who gives life.  This free-
dom is not God making bad people good but dead people alive.  Jesus is the light who gives life.  He 
can give life because he is the Son of God and is God the Son.  From death to life, spiritual darkness 
to spiritual light.  In giving us life, we become children of light, transformed by Jesus to live as lights in 
the darkness.  

 
 



 


