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"Evangelism."

What is evangelism? It is inviting someone to become a Christian; it is telling 

someone the Good News about Jesus Christ; from the Greek, to evangelize is to bring a 

good message; Good News. That is why we refer to the Gospel writers as Evangelists.

Evangelism is also the scariest word in the United Church. Most of us feel like we

don't know how to do it very well, because we associate evangelism with a style of 

Christianity that doesn't work for us. And yet we feel guilty about this, because Jesus 

tells us to go and make disciples.

But what if I told you that this passage from the Gospel According to John 

contains the secret to making disciples?

John the Baptist is an evangelist. He is telling people the good news that they can 

turn their lives around; that they can find their purpose in God's purposes. And the best 

news of all, he says, is that God is acting now, again, to save us from sin. God is sending

his Son; God is sending the Lamb of God. As Sarah Dylan Breuer points out, this lamb 

is anything but cute, cuddly and passive; the Lamb of God was the king of the 

constellations, the Greek and Hebrew name for the constellation we know as Ares. In 
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this Gospel in particular, it also recalls the Passover festival, which commemorates the 

Hebrew salvation from slavery in Egypt.

Who knows how long John has been preaching this message; but one day, John 

says, "Look! Thats him! That's the Lamb of God!" So two of his disciples of course 

seize the opportunity and start following him.

"What are you looking for?" asks Jesus. In other words, "Can I help you?"

"Where are you staying?" they respond. I wonder if they are suddenly shy, 

stammering out this non-sequitur, rather than their real question, "Are you really the 

Messiah?"

Anyway, Jesus responds as if it's the most natural question in the world. "Come 

and see," he says, and they do. They remain with him until the evening. Afterwards, one 

of them, Andrew, goes to his brother Simon and announces, "We have found the 

Messiah!"

Now, Jesus wasn't at home, so he doesn't take them to his house. Jesus has come 

out to the Jordan river where John is baptizing. At best, Jesus is staying in a guest room 

in a nearby village. At worst, he's sleeping under a tree or something. So here's the 

million-dollar question: John's testimony made him curious but didn't convince him, so 

what did Andrew see that made him a disciple? It's not like Andrew snooped in his 
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medicine cabinet and learned all about him. What was it about Jesus' bed or table or 

bedroll on a patch of ground, that convinced Andrew he'd found the Messiah? 

If you can answer that question, there's millions of dollars waiting for you as a 

church growth consultant.

It's clear to me that it wasn't something Jesus said that convinced him. Jesus didn't

recite a bunch of facts about himself; he didn't give them a creed to memorize or 

something. John's already told them all about Jesus, and that wasn't good enough, so 

why would more words suffice? The Gospel records most of Jesus' significant speeches 

and teachings, but says nothing about what was said between them.

And judging from my own experience, mere recitation of creeds, or even sermons,

isn't enough to create and sustain a life-changing encounter with Christ, either. The 

reason I am a Christian today is that I watched my mom work as the assistant church 

secretary during the day, come home and make dinner, and then go back to the church- 

as a volunteer -  to set up chairs for the evening bible study. I can't tell you a single word

of a single sermon from the 15 years I attended that church, but I can tell you that I was 

impressed and moved by the way people gave of themselves to that faith community - it 

was clearly giving something back to them. I wanted to be a part of that beauty. I've 

witnessed that same thing here.
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 So maybe we should pay more attention to a seemingly minor detail of grammar 

in this Gospel. The same word means "belief" or "faith" depending on how you translate 

it, and in this Gospel, it is only a verb (Keysar, 94). In other words, you don't have faith. 

You don't have a belief. Faith is not a freefloating concept that settles on someone to 

possess, like a creed. Instead, you believe in someone or something. Faith is something 

you do and continue to do. It is done by someone; it is embodied. It is an experience and

a relationship to the thing or person believed in. Faith is not a thing, it is an action.

So, what if Andrew's transition belief in a statement, "The Messiah is coming," to 

believing in him - "I have found the Messiah and it is Jesus of Nazareth who is standing 

front of me" - was not the result of something Andrew saw when Jesus invited him to his

dwelling? What if that moment was instead in the act of invitation?

"Come and see": if you come with Jesus, you will see. You will not understand 

Jesus or his God by snooping in his medicine cabinet or checking out his living room, 

but rather by meeting this guy who invites random strangers over to his place, and by 

daring to accept that invitation. You can't know Jesus until you follow him. If you come 

with him, and remain with him, you will see the God who is always inviting us into 

relationship. You will see where she is staying - which is, like Jesus, in every patch of 

ground, under every tree, in every guest room. This is a God who is always in 

relationship, who is always known in relationship, and who is always inviting us into 
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new possibilities. She is always inviting us to come and be changed by the encounter. 

She is always interested in knowing each of us. 

We have indeed found the secret to making disciples, but unfortunately it's not a 

thing or a place you can package or sell or mass-produce. It is in the invitation to 

genuinely know and be known. This opportunity is not limited to first-century Jews 

meeting Jesus on the banks of the Jordan river. If Jesus' God is not at home but out and 

about issuing invitations, and if she is made known in invitation rather than in location, 

then each genuine invitation we offer is an experience of God. 

Which suggests also that this sermon is the least important part of the worship 

service. It's true that John needed to teach Andrew about Jesus so Andrew knew what to 

look for, and it's true that Andrew needed to tell Simon about Jesus. But while words 

were a necessary first step, they did not suffice.

No, the most important part of the worship service is probably the coffee time, if 

that time is a time of genuine sharing and inquiry into the state of each other's health, 

and hearts, and souls. If that time is in invitation to relationship, to believing God in 

community. 

That means all of you are ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. You are all 

evangelists. It's just as simple and scary as that.

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
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