
Title: Focus on things that will last  

Text: 2 Corinthians 4: 17-18 (NLT)  

Introduction: As disciples of Christ, our first response in times like these should be prayer, and 
in these moments of prayer, we need to  

To trust the Holy Spirit  

• John 14:16-18 

We need to pray for God’s will  

• Matthew 6:10 

1. Things that won’t last  

(2 Corinthians 4:17-18) New Living Translation  
17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that 
vastly outweighs them and will last forever!  

18 So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot 
be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last 
forever. 

• The Apostol Paul had suffered trials and distress as he preach the gospel  

• As we face great troubles, it’s is easy to focus on the pain rather than our ultimate goal  

Easy-to-Read Version (ERV) 

17 We have small troubles for a while now, but these troubles are helping us gain an eternal glory. 
That eternal glory is much greater than our troubles.  

18 So we think about what we cannot see, not what we see. What we see lasts only a short time, 
and what we cannot see will last forever. 

• This virus will not last, trust God in these moments  
• Troubles will not last forever  
• Tears will not last forever  
• Sorrows, distress will not last forever  
• Death will not last forever  



• Heaven and earth will disappear  
• These things we see are just temporary 

(Revelation 21:4) 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or 
sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.” 

(Matthew 24:35) 35 Heaven and earth will disappear, but my Words will never disappear. 

2. Things that will last  

(1 Peter 1:23-25) NLT  

23 For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will last 
forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God.  

24 As the Scriptures say, “People are like grass; their beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass 
withers and the flower fades. 

25 But the Word of the Lord remains forever.” And that Word is the Good News (the Gospel) that 
was preached to you. 

(Romans 1:16-17)  

16 For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving 
everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 

 17 This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This is accomplished from start 
to finish by faith. As the Scriptures say, “It is through faith that a righteous person has life.”  

(1 Corinthians 13:13) 13 Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of 
these is love. 

• God Word will last forever and He will never change  

• God’s faith will last, God’s hope will last, and God love for me will last, God will never 
stop loving you and me 

• So, faith is the belief that there is something better to seek, while hope is the expectation, 
or the certainty, that it is there. Hope is the fuel that keeps faith alive in our quest to find 
love.  



• And, the greatest spiritual gifts is love, love is our goal, the purpose of love is the evident  

(1 John 4:7-8) 7 Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. 
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not 
know God, for God is love. 

(John 13:35) 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

• Love is the evident that we are his disciples of Christ  

Conclusion:  

• God wants to use you for others in these times  

• We have an opportunity to be a blessing to others  

• Let’s pray more and for one other and that His will be done here on earth  

• God’s still answers prays  

• Let’s us focus on His Word 

• God’s plans are better for you and me, I may not see it, but His plans are better than ours   

• Whatever we go through, God will be there for us, why because His loves us  
  

• If we listen to His Holy Spirit, instead of more internet, and we pray more, God will 
guide us in these tough times  

• Let’s us pray  
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