
 

 

First of all I want to apologize for last week’s long post. I was in a hurry and hit send without 

triple checking; only the 1st paragraph was intended for publication. For those who made it all 

the way through, I’m sorry, but I will be repeating myself a little… 

 

 Have you ever noticed the similarity between the words “invalid”, as in something no 

longer relevant, and “invalid”, a person with a chronic disorder? What about “hospital” and 

“hospitality?” The latter comparison shows the connection between our modern day hospitals 

and the Biblical mandate of caring for strangers. 

 

 In the Good Samaritan we see hospitality shown as the ultimate loving of a stranger, not 

only someone who could reciprocate, but someone who might not even survive! The reviled 

Samaritan loved a man who was battered and broken and left for dead. Through the following 

centuries it was often Christians who cared for the ill and suffering.  

 

 The first signs though, of any organized care was shown by the loosely organized order 

of Benedictine monks who cared for the sick and hungry when food shortages and diseases 

wreaked havoc on a population. One of their rules is “All who arrive as guests are to be 

welcomed like Christ, for he is going to say, ‘I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” A 

monastery would have a wing that catered to the needs of the ill, with 12-15 beds in a dormitory, 

kitchen, chapel, and monks who became skilled “physicians.” Subsequent orders of monks and 

nuns continued this tradition. It is only in the last century or so that we have seen the 

secularization of care for the ill; in fact we still see remnants of Christian care in our part of the 

world. St. Paul’s hospital is one example, and there are many long term care facilities established 

by Biblically based organizations. 

 

 God’s hospitality extends to the battered and bruised, the ill and the suffering. He expects 

ours to do the same. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


