“God Hears”
Genesis 21 
      Are there any stories or images or experiences for you that embody perseverance?  Though we find it difficult to wait and to persevere through difficulties, often things grow better and richer and fuller because of the time invested in waiting and the energy expended in persevering.  The long awaited promise of a son, made the birth of Isaac all the richer, not only for his parents but for all those who participated in the waiting, and for all those who find their own hope rekindled by hearing it. 
     Yet the fulfillment of the long awaited promise also brought with it new challenges that also needed to be faced with God’s wisdom and renewed faith.           
Opening Questions – Choose one.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What personal dream would you like to see fulfilled in your lifetime?
· How do (have) you celebrate(d) or mark(ed) memorable/historic moments in your life?  Why?
Study Questions
1) Read Genesis 21:1-7.  What does this story reveal about God’s faithfulness?  Abraham’s obedience (see 1712,19?  Sarah’s laughter?

2) How might Hagar and Ishmael be feeling at this time in the midst of these celebrations?   

3) Read Genesis 21:8-21.  What problem presents itself during the feast (v.9)?  What is the problem from each person’s perspective (from Sarah’s, from Abraham’s, from Hagar’s, from God’s)?  

4) What is God’s advice to Abraham and what do you make of it (e.g. harsh, wise, questionable)?  

5) What family relationship causes you the most stress?  What have you have found, or might find, helpful in dealing with this?

6) How does God help and encourage Hagar in her hour of crisis (vv.15-21)?

7) Read Genesis 21:22-34. What does Abimelech’s request show about his attitude toward Abraham?

8) What conflict arises in the workplace between Abraham and Abimelech and how does Abraham resolve it?  What principle(s) of conflict resolution might we glean from this story?  

9) What kinds of people, celebrations, problems, etc. do we find God hearing and responding to in this chapter?  What would you like God to hear and respond to at this moment in your life?

