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CHALLENGE 6 

Rejecting the Heresy of 
Individualism 

Session 7



Session #7
• Housekeeping - Wayne 

• Opening - Frans  

• Recap of Session #6 - Wayne 

• Challenge #6: Rejecting the Heresy of Individualism 

• Hospitality Break 

• Broadening the Discussion: Brenda 

• Closing - Sally Hodges 

• Appendix: Mike Grammer Notes on Challenge #6



HOUSEKEEPING 

Wayne



Opening -  
Frans Heynen





Challenge 6 
Rejecting the Heresy 

of Individualism



DISCUSS

Reflection on “Affirming Spirit-Filled Communities”

















FINDING COMMONALITIES



• Check out the Broadview March 2020 edition for an 
article by Therese Descamp, “Soulwork.” She is a 
United Church of Christ Minister from New Denver, 
B.C. 

• She is enrolled in Fr. Richard Rohr’s Living School 
offered through the Center for Action and 
Contemplation in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

• TD: …many Christians don’t believe that there is even a God to be 
experienced and instead focus on deconstructing Christian beliefs. 

What do you think of that? 
• RR: A lot of people never get beyond the deconstruction stage. They 

want to hold on to a disbelief system; but that’s never going to give 
the world hope or vision. 



Challenge #6: Rejecting the 
Heresy of Individualism 

• Another title for this challenge might be “Building 
Renewed Christian Communities.” 

• “Individual” vs “Communal” Spiritual 
Development (p. 129)



Is it “me for community” or 
“community for me”?

• Where we start makes a difference to how we  
think about community formation (p.118) 

• Rev. Kaz Iwaasa, former minister at Knox United 
Church - 1970s 

• WE Movement with Craig and Marc Kielberger. 





What is the difference between the “koinonia” spiritual 
community that characterized the early Christian Church 
and much of the “fellowship” practised at many mainline 

churches today? 

Koinonia refers to concepts such as 
communion or fellowship, joint participation, the 
share which one has in anything, a gift jointly 
contributed, a collection, a contribution.



Peace Lutheran Church - Koinonia



American “Rugged Individualism” and 
“Prosperity Gospel” and their influence on 

North American Christianity today.

• Me Centered: Norman Vincent  
Peale, Robert Schuler, Paula 
White 

• Psychological fulfillment, 
material success, “Me at the 
Centre”



You don’t have to be Christian to 
be attracted to this philosophy. 

What kind of people today are 
attracted to this message?



The Body and The Family 



Life as Based on the 
Importance of Relationships

“Everything is in 
relationship with 
everything else.” 
 p. 123



UBUNTU: 
“A person is a person 
through other people.”

Reflect on how much of emerging global 
Christianity thrives in this kind of cultural context.



On the whole, global Christianity 
reject individualistic Americanized 

Christianity. p. 132 

Where does Canadian Christianity fit 
into all of this? 

DISCUSS



• Social Studies 30 - 1: 
Individualism and 
Communitarianism  

• Discussion Guide:  
• How does God’s nature itself 

lead us toward community? 
• “There must be more members 

who can say ‘me for the 
community’ than those who 
say ‘the community for me.’ 
Jean Vanier  

• Examples of individualistic 
ministry and community-based 
ministry



Closing 

Sally Hodges



Readings for Session #8

• Opening and Closing by Eldon and Carly-Jean 

• Read Chapter 7 (and maybe 8) We only have 
three sessions left with Four Challenges.  

• Have a great week!!










