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Challenge 7 - De-Americanizing the Gospel and Challenge 8  -  Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

Tonight we examine Granberg-Michaelson’s “De-Americanizing the Gospel” and his single emphasis upon “Defeating Divisive 
Culture Wars”.

How many of you play or have played Bridge? On the cards we find different colours (Black and Red on White) and different shapes 
and sizes (Spades, Hearts, Diamonds and Clubs) – at times different structures within the game take on a superior strength or power yet 
it is interesting to note that the most valued structure occurs when there is No Trump.

Enough for frivolous politics but take a look at serious politics and the role of people of faith.

“Let’s Make Rome Great Again” - As Wayne & Shuster instructed “Don’t go Big Julie – Don’t Go”

“Rule Britannia – Britannia Rules the Waves” - The Great Colonizer 

“The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich” - The Idea of a Master Race

And now “Make America Great Again” - Yes – America has been Great

Just remember 

Post World War II – The Marshall Plan – The rebuild of German and Japanese industry

And then there is the “Mental Set” – “Mind Set”

New York Yankees win the World Series – of course only American teams played 

The Angst when the Toronto Blue Jays should win the WS

The Angst when the Toronto Raptors should win at basketball

Ah Yes -- a feeling of deep anxiety or dread, typically an unfocused one about the human condition or the state of the world in general.



Opening   By Eldon - 9 March 2020 - p2
St David's Book Study - Future Faith Ten Challenges Reshaping Christianity in the 21 st Century by Wesley Granberg-Michaelson

Challenge 7 - De-Americanizing the Gospel and Challenge 8  -  Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

And so we find a deep sense of being Number One – of being Right in all decisions, of being at the centre and the voice of all things 
important. For after all

In God We Trust --- All others pay Cash

In God We Trust –- God must be on our side.  HOW PRESUMPTUOUS!!!

I think back to our visit to the Mosque a few weeks ago.

I will always remember and take heart from the positive response of the Imam to my question “Is the God that I worship the same 
Allah that you worship” – His unhesitating YES

So In God We Trust – so what about In Allah We Trust 

God save our gracious Queen – Allah save our gracious Queen

God keep our land glorious and free – Allah keep our land glorious and free. 

How does that sound?? What do you think??

President Trump. 

Page 138 makes reference to “the grave dangers not only of an authoritarian narcissistic demagogue coming to power but of the 
complicity of the silence of the church in that process.”

It is thought that 81 per cent of white evangelicals voted for Mr. Trump.

Last weekend, in Montreal, I met with a long-time friend, successful businessman, a leader and a Republican.  I did not ask him 
how he had voted in 2016 but I did ask how he will vote in November 2020 – actually I was not surprised when he replied that as a 
lifelong Republican he could not vote for the re-election of the current President and expressed the hope that there will be many, 
many Republicans of similar view.  Nevertheless, I fear the rejection of the incumbent President, if it should occur, will be because 
many Republicans do not vote.
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What does “De-Americanizing the Gospel” mean? 

Granberg-Michaelson concludes on Page 162 – “A witness to the gospel of US Christians carrying any global credibility for its 
future must be severed from its embarrassing and heretical alliance to American pride and power.”   As it has been said, “Pride 
goes before the fall.”

“Defeating Divisive Culture Wars” focuses entirely upon same-sex relationships in the eyes of people of faith and the divisive 
nature of differences of opinion.

Here we have an exposition of views of “right and wrong” to the extreme of criminality. (Decriminalized in Canada by Bill C-150 
in 1967 and passed in 1969 – just 50 years ago)

On July 20, 2005, Canada became the first country outside Europe and the fourth country in the world to legalize same-sex 
marriage nationwide after the enactment of the Civil Marriage Act. Same-sex adoption has also been legal in all provinces and 
territories under varying rules.

As a problem solver, when faced with a problem, 

I try to start with something simple, something easily understood by everyone – Let’s start this problem with the statement “We are 
ALL God’s children” and hopefully reach a logical conclusion.

And so as we gather this evening we acknowledge the difficulty of reaching consensus amongst individuals of all walks of life and 
we pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, grant us the gift of understanding. Help us to understand the feelings of others, the desires of others, the 
goals of others. At the same time, help us to understand ourselves in our actions and reactions. Widen our vision beyond our 
own small world to embrace with knowledge and love the worlds of others. 

Amen.



First Remarks & Discussion

Chapters 7 and 8 of Future Faith is quite 
focused on American themes, but we 

will attempt to understand the situation 
in the USA today as best we can, as well 

as viewing what we read from a 
Canadian perspective, making 

appropriate applications 



Two Questions -

1. Why should we Canadians be aware 
of modern developments in American 
religion and politics? 
  
2. Why is it important for us at this time 
in history to see beyond current 
American religion and politics and 
understand it from both a Canadian and 
a global perspective? 

- discuss



Two Key Points -

1. American Christianity lives in a bubble 

2. American evangelicalism is fracturing 

- discuss the implications



Dietrich Bonhoeffer

a martyr and prophet
he spoke out about Hitler

because his theology was Christ centred
he has inspired generations of theologians

he was hung on the last day of WWII

there follows a short documentary about his 
voice, his life, his witness, his martyred death.

 
and an amazing compendium of his insights. 
why his life, his witness, his words, are still 

calling us to the Way of Jesus.



Defying Hitler: The Story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer
8m 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TSq13VqJLQ



Cheap Grace vs Costly Grace by Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Excerpts from sermons and writings

5m 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YAOusd8jFfc



Points for Discussion

• An American Bonhoeffer is needed today (148) 

• Are there any Bonhoeffers on the horizon? 

• What similarities and differences exist between 
the Germany of the Third Reich and modern 
America? 

• What are the implications for Canada in all this?



Points for Discussion

• Basic Steps in Renewal (according to the author - 
Working to "de-Americanize" the gospel 

• Listen to non-American voices like the pope and 
other credible Christians from around the world  
(152 ff)



Points for Discussion

• Deepening faith formation (155) 

• How was it possible for the election of Trump to 
happen? 

• It represents a profound lack of what it means to 
follow Christ in society 



Points for Discussion

• Solidarity, not Withdrawal (158) 

• Separate Christian allegiance from nationalistic 
loyalty.



Points for Discussion

Wayne unpacks the works of - 

• John Howard Yoder,  

• William Stringfellow,  

• Jaques Ellul



BREAK



Time now. Please return.



Chapter Eight

Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

• In our present time, no issue has become more 
divisive than same-sex relationships and the role of 
gay and lesbian persons in the life of the church. 

• The author views the emergence of the gay issue in 
society as the main issue in the American culture wars. 

• This issue has significant parallels in Canada and 
across the globe. 



The Gay Rights Issue 
and Church Response

Videos
Data
Sites

Stories



We are the Church. - Community Ministries of The United Church of Canada.
Let us remember that the awakening of the UCC was simply the further extension of outreach and 

membership to all persons. It was to recognize the changes in family structures and law. There was 
nothing in the UCC New Creed about social structures, only about recognizing the Spirit of God. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hcn_usIE9Cw   6m

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hcn_usIE9Cw


We believe in God:  
    who has created and is creating,  
    who has come in Jesus, 
       the Word made flesh,  
       to reconcile and make new,  
    who works in us and others 
       by the Spirit.
We trust in God. 

A New Creed is a brief and well-loved affirmation of faith used widely in our worship. 
The United Church of Canada

https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/welcome-united-church-canada/new-creed

We are called to be the Church:  
    to celebrate God’s presence,  
    to live with respect in Creation,  
    to love and serve others,  
    to seek justice and resist evil,  
    to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
       our judge and our hope.

We are called to be the Church 
…to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope…

We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.



https://www.stdavidsunitedchurch.ca/ministries/affirming-ministry



https://ilga.org/maps-sexual-orientation-laws



**
a poem
3m18s 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcoN2K5aIkU



Points for Discussion

• Culture both shapes patterns of biblical interpretation 
and is re-shaped by the biblical message. 

• What then about our Canadian experience. 

• How have we handled this development at St. 
David's? 

• What has been left undone? 



http://1journey.net/1journey/Kirk/credo5.htm

A musing on Plato’s famous trilogy of Truth, Beauty and 
Goodness, as we journey through life  … jock





Chapter Issues

• Jim Wallis “God’s Politics” 

• Michael Coren “Cross Purposes” 

• James Brownson “Bible, Gender and 
Sexuality” 

• Chapter Notes 7 & 8 - 9 pages. See Appendix. 

Brenda



“Two of the greatest hungers in our world today are 
the hunger for spirituality and the hunger for social 
change. The connection between the two is the one 
the world is waiting for, especially the new 
generation. And the first hunger will empower the 
second.”

Jim Wallis 
“God’s Politics:  

Why the Right Gets it Wrong  
and the Left Doesn’t Get it”



Michael Coren
“Cross Purposes” - Amazon Link 

Michael Coren was a RC before becoming 
an Anglican, leaving behind his stance 
against abortion and same sex marriage. 

“If Canadian churches want to fill the pews with people longing for a truly better 
world, if religious leaders want to become a force for change once again, the 
way forward is absurdly easy.  Be Christian — merely Christian, no more or less 
— and you will, by definition, be revolutionary in the truest, most pristine sense.” 

About Trump: He ( Trump) opposes a woman’s right to choose 
 (after years of claiming otherwise), has fired every member of the Presidential 
Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS, has renewed his call to ban transgender citizens 
from serving their country in the U.S. military and has promised to vigorously 
appoint “pro-life judges. To a number of his religious supporters, he is a new 
Constantine, the deeply flawed emperor who allowed Christianity to flourish in 
ancient Rome. As Mr. Trump proudly champions all that is selfish and mean, 
these Christians accuse his opponents of being ‘demonic’.” 

http://crossroads-united-church.ca/cross-purposes-battle-christianity-canada/


“The world will believe that those who follow Jesus 
have a love so deep that it can only come from God 
when we defeat angry and divisive culture wars 
through care-filled listening to and loving one 
another, showing that we all belong to God.”

James Brownson
“Bible, Gender and Sexuality” 



Discussion

Final Thoughts on  

Challenge 7:  
De-Americanizing the Gospel 

Challenge 8: 
Defeating Divisive Culture Wars 

Brenda



Next Readings
Session 9 - 16 Mar 2020

Challenge 9:
Belonging Before Believing

Challenge 10:
Saving the World

Study Website
sduc.ca 

http://sduc.ca


Closing
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In Closing - I anticipated hearty participation for the group and so I close by saying that I think the most important thing that I have 
said is “We are ALL God’s Children”. And offer a closing prayer

Oh God enlighten our minds with truth

Inflame our hearts with love

Inspire our will with courage

Enrich our lives with service

Pardon what we have been

Sanctify what we are

Order what we shall be

And thine be the kingdom, the power and the glory

For ever and ever

Amen



Discussion Notes - Joan Gray 

Chapter Notes - Mike Grammar - 7 

Chapter Notes - Brenda Wallace - 7&8 

Appendices



Discussion Notes   By Joan Gray - 9 March 2020 - P1
Future Faith Ten Challenges Reshaping Christianity in the 21 st Century

Challenge 7 - De-Americanizing the Gospel and 
Challenge 8  -  Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

Challenge 7  De-Americanizing the Gospel

Wayne's first question: Why should we Canadians be aware of modern developments in American religion and politics?

United States is influential to Canada as well as globally.  We do a lot of trading with the USA.  

Pierre Trudeau once said of the United States of America;  It is like an elephant in the room.  When the elephant moves everyone else 
has to adjust. 

Much of our early history books, and lessons derived from the USA.  We (Canada) started to come into our own in the 80's .  

Ken - Lester Pearson was Trade Minister in the 50's.  We traded with China (selling wheat.)  USA disagreed.   Amounted to a indirect 
act of war.  The USA changed their attitude.  

Waynes’s Second Question: Why is it important for us at this time in history to see beyond current American religion and politics and 
understand it from both a Canadian and a global perspective?

Deb - Politics can be cyclical. 

Karen - Many in the USA live in a religious bubble.  They grow up and go to the same churches, hear the same doctrine, go to the same 
schools, colleges.  Many do not travel far from the towns their parents and grandparents grew up in.  

Fran - The author wrote about how influencing the religious right can be regarding LGBTQ issue.  The Koch Brothers were mentioned.  

Karen - The religious far right have a notion of nostalgia.  They want to go backwards.  Take away women's rights, etc. She prays that 
 Ruth Bader Ginsburg outlives the Trump presidency.  

Ken - Our immigration policies in Canada are fairly good.  It is based on the 100 point system.  We also have 4 fairly secure borders: 
The Arctic, 2 oceans and a fairly well screening border with the USA. 

It was mentioned that we lost a lot of very skilled and educated Canadians (63) when the flight out of Tehran on Jan 8, 2020 was 
accidentally shot down by Iran. 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer videos shown: 
Discussion on the rise of Neo Nazism. Hitler.  Comparisons to the tactics of Trump.  

Cheryl - Toured a museum in Nuremberg Germany some years ago.  Had been started by Hitler before the 
war broke out.  It was one of the most fascinating museums.  She could well understand how the influence of 
German Youth could come to believe in Hitlers vision.  If she had been a young German  after the 
devastation of WW 1, she feels it could have easily have convinced her too.    

Deb - Trump represents contempt for the truth.  

Margie - She particularly dislikes Trump's anti science stance.  

Jack - Mentioned Premier Kenney's cancellation of many of the park amenities.  Stroke of the pen. Hopes others will write their 
MLA as he's done.

Discussion of how we view persons held in high esteem who fall from grace.  Jean Vanier, John Howard Yoder, Bill Clinton, 
JFK, Sir John A MacDonald.  

Comments:  

Marilyn - A biography about Sir John A wrote that he grew up with indigenous children and families.  His actions as Prime 
Minister was, what he thought would help the native peoples.  

Fran - We have to look at the context of the times. 

Challenge 8  Defeating Divisive Culture Wars

Eldon - It was President Thomas Jefferson who put forth the separation of church and State (After an issue in Virginia.)   He is 
looking at recent developments in the United States. 

We must always remember when dealing with issues - We are always God's Children.

 

   



Chapter Notes   - 9 March 2020  - By Mike Grammer, Toronto

Challenge 7: DE-AMERICANIZING THE GOSPEL

- 138, no, not much love for President Trump.  But I’m OK with someone who stands by their opinion.  I read that he also hints 
darkly at the role of the church in the Nazi regime’s rise to and consolidation of power.   

- 139, it is *fascinating* to note the parallelism of these words to those of moderate Muslims for the extremist faction in 
Islam. 

- 140, top.  And?  One counter-worry I’d state in reading this text---is there a view to looking to reintegrate church and state?  
Just would want him to be careful.  No problem looking at it from a *values* perspective, but we’ve seen how slippery it is 
to try to define those for e.g. all of Christendom. OK, I see he gets his teeth into this a bit later. 

- 140, top, the “chosen people”? 

- 141, middle.  Forty evangelical leaders getting together for the first time. Telling.  I’m getting to it 😊  

- 142, top – see, what I read into this pattern is a particular undercurrent.  That this branch of Christianity had become 
stagnant and devoid of true new faith-based ideas, so it pivoted to a different source of ideas…and ideology.  Religious 
cancer perhaps? 

- 144, top.  I guess I’ll diverge here?  I knew Trump would be elected when I saw the coverage of Justin and Sophie’s visit 
down there in, I think, the July before the election. It was Camelot all over again. What did I see, I told my American 
friends?  I told them this:  “I thought this country would have shed its inferiority complex after 400 years, but I guess not.  
You want your larger-than-life president and your fairytale democracy”  That is indeed what they got. 

- 145 top—“putting America first meant putting the bible second”.  A strong statement that I admire him for writing.
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Challenge 7: DE-AMERICANIZING THE GOSPEL

- 145-146, he’s missing something.  All these people he identifies?  They all have to go out and vote.  They might not. 

- 148-150, re my note at 140, OK, good 

- 150, bottom, ah, and he touches now on the sore spot.  Can American Christians, so long in a (self-?) perceived leadership 
role, adapt to being followers?  Big, big question. 

- 151, so yeah, his 3 steps all involve diminishment of the American Christian identity and purpose.  As above, that’s a heck of 
a challenge 

- 151 bottom – 152, ABSOLUTELY!  So here’s the discussion Deb and I had yesterday, and something of a way forward on this.  I 
know at St. David’s (our synagogue too, with my dad having been one of the leaders of the charge for a long time) there has 
been a tremendous emphasis on interfaith intercourse and dialogue and connectivity.  How about intrAfaith discussions.  Ask 
this question---why are Christians afraid to talk to each other?  Why is there little/no perceived value in putting a Catholic, 
an Anglican, a Lutheran an Evangelical and a United churchgoer in the same room together? by the way, don’t think you’re 
alone.  The Jewish community here in Toronto is equally culpable of the same thing.  Personally, I *have* met orthodox and 
reform people who I feel comfortable having discussions with, but they are the exception rather than the rule. But progress 
would be transmuting the passion we all have for interfaith discussion into the arena of intrafaith discussion. 

- 152—the danger of missions?  They take their bubble with them 

- 155, middle, I like that---migrants as missionaries 

- 157, in other words, the Pharisees 

- 158-159, expansion of my answer to question 6 in the last chapter—when it’s not about you, it can be the most about you 

- 162, so again, how do you start this without attempting to achieve solidarity within your religion itself?
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- My initial reaction is that I am surprised in a way, but appreciative that he does not shrink from doing so.  There is a 
“preachy” line, though, that is getting near to being crossed 

- We are essentially an “ich-uber-alles” society in North America these days.  Social engagement focus means diminishment of 
one’s self.  People are less willing to do it right now, very much less willing to sacrifice things.  In American politics, it 
seems, I guess, to have left little room for the middle.  I think I generally agree with his perspective, but with some of my 
own thoughts, reservations and alternate hopes---which I put in my closing on a democracy-tangent.  The bright and honest 
friends of mine in the US?  Have stated that the system is broken beyond repair. 

- He is pointing to the “pressures” on the bubble from the emerging global/southern-hemisphere-led views and precepts of 
Christianity.  I don’t know if I do agree---if it bursts, it will be a slow drain.  I do NOT underestimate people’s utmost 
willingness to cling to and protect that which they’ve “sold” their most precious possession to---their soul.  It is the root 
and core for me of why extremist fundamentalist movements continue to live and breathe. 

- He talks about listening instead of speaking, of grounding one’s Christianity apart from American (narcissism) values and 
about reaching out to the marginalized.  I like the first one best because I think the other 2 things flow from that one. 

- I think that it is nothing new.  I say this again—politics is the study and application of influence.  The church has always 
looked to exert influence.  They are 2 sides of a many-sided coin.  I was a bit surprised at some of the statistics and to hear 
of marked divisiveness in thought in the *American* evangelical community---that is interesting 

- Nothing specific, other than perhaps paying a bit more attention to what church leaders have to say in the run-up to the 
2020 elections.
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Challenge 7: DE-AMERICANIZING THE GOSPEL

- “All (churches in the Organization of African Instituted Churches) have been started in Africa by Africans, rather than 
through Western missionary efforts,, and often in historic opposition to the colonialism that sheltered foreign missionaries.” 
The general secretary’s take on Trump was to equate the many times in Africa that authoritarian leaders have manipulated 
people’s fears and have arisen to power — as he issued a warning to Americans in the group. He was particularly concerned 
about the complicity and silence of the evangelical Church in America.  

- A Call for Biblical Faithfulness Amid the New Fascism: p. 139  

- Trump posed dangers that are antithetical to the gospel.  

- Nationalistic Pride commingling with Spiritual righteousness. Nostalgia for a “American Way of Life.” - Make America Great 
again means putting American Military power and economic interest first in world affairs as they celebrate God’s special 
blessing. *self-contained Christian faith * immunity from the influences of World Christianity and racial diversity *Confined 
isolation  

- Sojourners magazine: Jim Wallis’ book: God’s Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn't Get It. James E. 
Wallis Jr. is a Christian writer and political activist, best known as the founder and editor of Sojourners magazine, a journal 
of the evangelical left. He writes: “Two of the greatest hungers in our world today are the hunger for spirituality and the 
hunger for social change. The connection between the two is the one the world is waiting for, especially the new 
generation. And the first hunger will empower the second. For them, putting America first meant putting the Bible second.  

- White evangelical support came not because of faith in trump’s religious convictions or character … but was motivated by a 
combination of racial prejudice, economic anxiety, the Supreme Court and a sense of cultural betrayal by elites who seemed 
detached from traditional working-class American and their values. Trump captured, expressed and accentuated those deep 
discontents that were inimical to the gospel in any form.”  

- A Declaration of American Evangelicals Concerning Donald Trump p. 147  

- http://crossroads-united-church.ca/cross-purposes-battle-christianity-canada/ Written by Michael Coren 
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- In response to a search combining Hundred Huntley Street with Trump, the following quotes were gathered:  

- 1. Tony Campolo, a leader of the American evangelical left, publicly endorsed equal marriage. Soon after, an e-mail arrived 
from Hundred Huntley Street’s show’s producers. “It is felt that with the high public profile you have in relation to gay 
marriage … we have to part our ways.” I responded that I’d never mentioned the topic on their show, and would never do 
so, out of respect for what I knew was their position on sexuality. The response: “People know what you think.”  

- 2. If Canadian churches want to fill the pews with people longing for a truly better world, if religious leaders want to 
become a force for change once again, the way forward is absurdly easy: Be Christian – merely Christian, no more or less – 
and you will, by definition, be revolutionary in the truest, most pristine sense.  

- 3. Although Mr. Ford does not appear to be religious himself, he swept to victory – employing the same divisive playbook 
that helped propel his brother to power in 2010, and that handed Donald Trump the White House in 2016 – with the zealous 
support of Christian conservatives. Among them was Paul Melnichuk, who, in the run-up to the leadership race last month, 
stood on the stage of his Prayer Palace megachurch in suburban Toronto, a beaming Mr. Ford at his side, and intoned to his 
followers: “This is a man surely the Lord has visited in the ninth season” – the critical hour of temptation – “and granted him 
a dream, a vision, for the people in this land, in this province, for the glory of God.”  

- 4. Jesus himself said not a word about homosexuality or abortion, was far more concerned with justice and acceptance than 
with order and structure, warned the rich of the dangers of their wealth, praised and loved the poor and marginalized, and 
rejected the existing religious establishment. The Gospels sing rather than shout, and that song is of a shockingly different 
and liberated society, a world turned upside down from the one that Jesus lived in and that, in many ways, we live in still  

- 5. Conservative Protestants and conservative Catholics have more in common with one another that they do with the liberal 
members of their respective churches  

- 6. We see a new wave of Christian high schools and colleges, and the inevitable debates. Witness the battle between Trinity 
Western University in Langley, B.C. and various law societies over that Christian college’s desire to start a law school whose 
students must agree to forgo sexual intimacy outside of heterosexual marriage. 
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Challenge 7: DE-AMERICANIZING THE GOSPEL

- 7. The Halton Catholic District School Board, west of Toronto, last month passed a motion that bans it from facilitating financial 
donations to charities that support, “either directly or indirectly, abortion, contraception, sterilization, euthanasia, or embryonic 
stem-cell research.” Under the ban, the Hospital for Sick Children, the United Way and Doctors Without Borders would become 
charities non grata. Indeed, for many Catholics, the loathing of abortion, no matter the circumstances, trumps even the most basic 
of Christian virtues. In 2015, in The Prairie Messenger, a Catholic newspaper in Western Canada, I wrote supportively about a 10-
year-old Paraguayan girl who had been denied an abortion after being raped by her stepfather. I was promptly fired (albeit amid 
profuse apologies from my editor, who cited external pressure). Which in turn prompted Lifesite, the Canadian anti-abortion 
movement’s most prominent media platform – and one of the most influential conservative Christian sites in the world – to announce 
that they were “glad that the Prairie Messenger will no longer be a mouthpiece for Coren’s misplaced notions of compassion and 
love.” Imagine: compassion and love for a pregnant 10-year-old having no place at the Christian table.  

- 8. And yet, who is welcome at that table? Donald Trump, a man who lies on a near daily basis, who has given comfort to racist thugs, 
who has admitted to sexual assault and is by all accounts an adulterer. As with Christians in the United States, conservative believers 
in Canada are more than happy to defend the man. 

- 9. As the Benedictine nun Sister Joan Chittister has said: “I do not believe that just because you’re opposed to abortion, that that 
makes you pro-life. In fact, I think in many cases, your morality is deeply lacking if all you want is a child born but not a child fed, 
not a child educated, not a child housed. And why would I think that you don’t? Because you don’t want any tax money to go there. 
That’s not pro-life. That’s pro-birth.” Or what of Christians who would deny equality to LGBTQ2 people – in a world where 
homophobia leads to persecution, family rejection, self-harm and even suicide? It’s another of those subjects that, while of concern 
to Christians on both sides of the aisle, is hardly touched on in the Bible. The Genesis story of Sodom and Gomorrah is less about 
homosexuality than about hospitality – protecting one’s guests and neighbours, and loving God rather than oneself. Remember, it 
features Lot offering up his teenage daughters to a rape mob in place of his angelic guests! Hardly family values.  

- 10. As Protestant evangelicals and conservative Catholics rally round right-wing politicians, they trade away kindness and generosity 
in exchange for a guarantee that Canada’s legislatures will call a halt to social progress. Canadian Christianity is bisected, and – as 
the absolute numbers attest – in trouble. And while no faith should be measured exclusively by its headcount, without worshippers, 
there is no community, no money and, for that matter, no church.  
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Challenge 7: DE-AMERICANIZING THE GOSPEL

- Lorna Dueck: Context with Lorna Dueck — Hundred Huntley Street The words of 1 Timothy 2:1-2 lead the way at this 
vulnerable time; “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 
for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”  

- Context TV will stay in step with the biblical hope that we work for the common good to “Seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will 
prosper.” (Jeremiah 29:7). We have no option but to get out there, love this world, and care for one another while asking 
God to bless President Trump.  

- De-Americanizing the Gospel p. 151  

o 1. People easily construct ills of political discourse that simply reinforce their existing views. …. Christians easily can 
live in theological and cultural echo chambers that feel safe and become self-justifying.  

o 2. p. 153: Convinced of our spiritual superiority, it is easier to preach and serve than to listen. Historically, both our 
mission and our service have suffered as a result.  

o 3. p. 154: The World Evangelical Alliance’s work includes witness and advocacy around refugees, climate change, 
religious liberty, nuclear weapons, peace and reconciliation and human trafficking that is grounded in an understanding 
of faith and discipleship sharply different form the 81% of white American evangelicals who voted for Donald Trump.  

o 4. De-Americanizing the gospel can begin with discovering and listening to brothers and sisters who have arrived in our 
communities and neighbourhoods as migrants. (and missionaries to us) p. 155  

o 5. It becomes concrete in actions of Christian solidarity and requires a strategy of active engagement in society rather 
than strategic withdrawal from it.  

-
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Challenges 8 - DEFEATING DIVISIVE CULTURE WARS 

- The world will believe that those who follow Jesus have a love so deep that it can only come from God when we defeat 
angry and divisive culture wars through care-filled listening to and loving one another, showing that we all belong to God.  

- 1. Courageous Conversation With Jim Brownson Derrick De Lise 02/11/2016 05:55 pm ET Updated Dec 06, 2017 Dealing with 
a LGBTQIA+ identity within any of the segments of Christianity is rarely, if ever, easy. There are an ever-growing number of 
writers publically addressing the dissonance many feel within the church. This is a part of a series of profiles of those 
courageous people furthering the conversation. Jim Brownson is the James and Jean Cook Professor of New Testament at 
Western Theological Seminary, husband, father, and friend. He’s the author of a number of books, including most recently 
Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex Relationships (Eerdmans, 2013).  

- Q: Could you describe how your faith journey? How it has been impacted by your theological study of the contentious issues 
surrounding gender and sexuality?  

- A: I’m a New Testament scholar whose primary long-term interest lies in the mission of the church. I believe that the gospel 
is always embraced in a particular context, which shapes the way we respond to it. In that sense, the attempt to inquire 
into how the gospel impacts LGBTQIA+ Christians is an extension of long-term work I have been doing for some time.  

- Q: What would advice would you give to your younger self?  

- A: Don’t expect that rational arguments will solve everything. There are other factors that loom large in the way that 
people make decisions about their faith.  

- Q: In what areas do you hope your work in theology will most help others?  

- A: I hope that people will realize that you don’t have to choose between being gay and being Christian as mutually exclusive 
alternatives.
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Challenges 8 - DEFEATING DIVISIVE CULTURE WARS 

- Q: Did you get much pushback for your book Bible, Gender, Sexuality: Reframing the Church’s Debate on Same-Sex 
Relationships? What motivates you to push forward even as you encounter resistance? 

- A: Yes, I’ve received quite a bit of pushback in a variety of forms, from negative reviews to hostile letters to ecclesiastical 
charges being filed against me. (The charges were eventually thrown out.) I try to remain calm, and focus on the substance 
of the issues, and to try to engage at a constructive level. What motivates me, even in the midst of resistance, is the 
longing for further clarity for the life of the church. That said I’m enormously grateful for the many expressions of 
appreciation I’ve received for the book. That has far exceeded my expectations, and far exceeded my experience with any 
other book I’ve written. That is, by far, the most important and dominant feeling that the book has elicited in me.  

- Q: What would you most like to celebrate, at the end of next year, as your accomplishment?  

- A: I hope to return to teaching and writing, after a year of service as interim dean at my seminary—a task that has been 
rewarding, but has also consumed huge amounts of my time.  

- Q: Can you describe for me what you achievement you’re most proud of? 

- A: I think that writing the “Bible, Gender, Sexuality” book would certainly be among those things I’m most proud of.  

- Q: Tell me why you decided to get involved in ministry? How did you come to choose to transition to an academic role 
outside of pastoral ministry?  

- A: I decided to go to seminary because I loved biblical study, and had tons of questions I wanted to pursue further. I started 
in pastoral ministry after graduating from seminary, but soon discovered that what I got most jazzed about, even as a 
pastor, was the teaching side of my work. That’s what led me to go back to graduate school to work on a Ph.D. I like to look 
at the rest of my life as an attempt to integrate these two worlds.



Chapter Notes   - 9 March 2020  - By Brenda Wallace

Challenges 8 - DEFEATING DIVISIVE CULTURE WARS 

- Q: What would you recommend to someone just starting on his or her faith journey?  

- A: Find a community of folks with whom you feel comfortable to share you journey with.  

- Q: Do you have any tips or advice on prayer? If so, what are they?  

- A: Spend less time figuring out how to do it, and more time doing it; less time asking for things, and more time pouring out 
year heart; for me, also less time speaking, and more time singing. 

- Q: You are sometimes viewed as a reformer, what are the biggest challenges you face when dealing with ultraconservatives?  

- A: Finding ways to really hear each other, and getting to the core issues that are really at stake.  

- Q: What is the most effective way, in your experience, to help people overcome anti-LGBTQIA+ attitudes?  

- A: Without a doubt, the most important question is whether people know and love someone who is LGBTQIA+ or not. If they 
don’t have such a personal relationship, change is not likely to happen. That’s not to say that personal relationships over-
ride other forms of truth. Rather, it is to acknowledge that changing a paradigm about sexuality take hard work, and unless 
people have some motive or incentive to do that sort of work, they simply won’t do it.  

- Q: What do you hope you will accomplish?  

- A: I hope to finish my course in ways that make a positive difference, specifically for the life and health of the Church.  

- Q: How has your family been with regards to your public ministry?  

- A: They have been very supportive. I’m extremely grateful for this. 

- Please check out Jim’s books, available on Amazon here.    

https://www.amazon.com/James-V.-Brownson/e/B001JS6JX4/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1

