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Jesus set His Face to Go to Jerusalem: 
DisciplesHip lessons From tHe calvary roaD

THE GREAT SAMARITAN 
CAMPBELL BAPTIST CHURCH (03/22/2020)

A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he 
fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and de-
parted, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was 
going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by 
on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the 
place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Sam-
aritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he 
saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up 
his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his 
own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 
And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to 
the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more 
you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ Which of 
these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man 
who fell among the robbers?

This story, the story of the Good Samaritan, may be a familiar 
one to you. In fact, the term “Good Samaritan” has entered into 
the English language and refers to anyone who risks themselves to 
help another. The risk taken by the Samaritan in Jesus’ story would 
have been immediately apparent to the story’s original listeners. As 
Darrell Bock says,

Jesus picks the treacherous road from Jericho to Jerusalem as 
the site of the incident. this seventeen-mile Journey was well 
known for its danger. the cultural equivalent today might be a 
trip through parts of the inner city in the middle of the night. 
this road was hazardous, as the man who falls among robbers 
finds out. thieves took advantage of the caves that lined the 
road as it wound through the desert, Jumping travelers as they 
passed through.1

Stopping to help someone left for dead on the side of the road was 
a risky move. The same robbers who had beaten the man you were 
looking to help might still be lurking about ready to pounce on you 
1  Darrell L. Bock, Luke in The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998), 300.
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as well. The Samaritan, then, took his life into his own hands as he 
sought to help this man who had been beaten and left for dead

Jesus ends his story by asking, “Which of these three, do you think, 
proved to be a neighbour to the man who fell among the robbers?” 
The correct answer, of course, is the Samaritan, the one who showed 
mercy. And when Jesus hears this correct response, in answer to his 
question, he quickly adds, “You go, and do likewise.”

Go and do likewise. Risk yourself for the good of another.

Now, such and admonition will inevitably raise questions. In fact, 
Jesus tells this story in answer to a question that he himself was 
asked by a lawyer seeking to test him. So we need to be careful in 
terms of how we go about applying this text to our lives today. But 
before asking those questions, let the force of Jesus’ words land 
on you for a second: “You go, and do likewise.” You go, and do 
likewise.

What does that mean for us today? To answer that question, it’s 
important to consider Jesus’ story within its proper context. To that 
end, I am going to read, now, from Luke chapter 10—Luke chapter 
10, verses 25 to 37. Hear, now, the Word of the Lord:

And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to 
him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And 
he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And he 
said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you 
will live.” 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is 

my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho …

The immediate context, for the story of the Good Samaritan, is this 
interchange between Jesus and the lawyer who is seeking to test 
him. But that’s only one of three contexts that we need to keep in 
mind as we seek to apply this story to our lives today. The other 



3

two contexts are the wider context of the Gospel of Luke where this 
story is told by Jesus after he has set his face to go to Jerusalem and 
our immediate context, today, faced as we are by a corona virus 
pandemic that is keeping us from gathering for worship.

What do we do? How can we go and do likewise?

First, let’s consider the context in which we find ourselves today.

I find it particularly interesting that, in God’s providence, we were 
scheduled to study the parable of the Good Samaritan this Sunday 
as part of our ongoing series in the Gospel of Luke for months now. 
That’s just the nature of expositional preaching: one text after 
another after another. But God stands behind it all and he knows 
what we need to hear when we need to hear it. And right now, what 
the church needs, is a lesson in risky love. 

Remember, Jesus told this story to answer the question, “Who is my 
neighbour?” If I am to love my neighbour as myself, who is it that I 
am to love this way. And Jesus’ answer is whoever is in need, right? 
“Which of these three proved to be a neighbour to the man who fell 
among the robbers?” The focus here is love, loving our neighbours 
as ourselves.

What does that look like in the midst of a corona virus pandemic? 

Desiring God staff writer, Marshall Segal, answers this question in 
an article entitled, “What Courage Might Corona Unleash?” In it, 
he asks,  

will the church, at the right moments and with great wisdom, 
rally to meet the needs around us, and in doing so, serve the 
progress and Joy of others’ faith in Jesus? [segal thinks so, say-
ing that] this kind of courage will not be reckless or dismissive, 
ignoring wise public precautions. one of the most loving things 
we can do now is limit and slow the spread of the virus. but this 
kind of courage also will be ready, in the days to come, to step 
in where needed when few others will. 

david brooks reminds us that during...
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the spanish flu pandemic that battered america in 
1918 … as conditions worsened, health workers in city 
after city pleaded for volunteers to care for the sick. 
few stepped forward. in philadelphia, the head of emer-
gency aid pleaded for help in taking care of sick children. 
nobody answered. 

if such times are ahead, christians, freed from the fear of 
death, could be the first to step forward. will we answer if 
that call comes, if clinics and hospitals, filled and overflow-
ing, cannot care for everyone?2

Or will we walk right on past the need the way that the priest and 
the Levite did in Jesus’ story? I’m sure they had reasons that seemed 
justifiable to them in the moment but, in the end, they walked 
right on by and didn’t help. No doubt, you will ask, “How do we 
balance bold risk-taking on the one hand with wise safety on the 
other?” Interestingly, John Piper was recently asked this question 
without any reference to the corona virus. His answer—I found—
was tremendously helpful.  

i have struggled with this question a lot over the years, [he 
says] partly because of where i live and partly because of trying 
to understand texts in the bible. and i don’t want to give the 
impression that the bible disregards a father’s calling to pro-
tect his family (1 timothy 5:8), or a disciple’s obedience in flee-
ing from persecution (matthew 10:23). but i am going to argue 
that the overwhelming thrust of the new testament is that the 
disciples of Jesus incline from the heart toward meeting needs 
at the risk of loss more regularly—at least we ought to—than 
we incline toward staying safe and comfortable by neglecting 
risky helpfulness.

or to put it another way, i don’t want to prescribe precisely 
when love calls for self-protection and when love calls for 
self-risk, but the burden of the new testament is to infuse the 
faith and love that leans toward self-risk rather than toward 
self-protection. and i suspect the double reason for that is 
that, on the one hand, we are selfish by nature. and we need—i 
need, anyway—far more help to break free from that selfish-
ness than i need help with living in sync with it.

2  Marshall Segal, “What Courage Might Corona Unleash?” blog post dated 15 March 2020 [www.
desiringgod.org/articles/what-courage-might-corona-unleash] accessed 18 March 2020.
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and on the other hand, the second of the double reason for 
why the new testament leans this way is that the glory of god 
shines much more brightly in the countercultural, counterin-
tuitive risk-taking of god’s people for the sake of love than it 
shines in self-protection, which pretty much looks Just like the 
way the unbelieving world would act. why would they be im-
pressed and give god glory for us acting Just like them?3

Now, again, I’m not saying that we need to run out and be foolhardy. 
Right now, the loving thing to do is to self isolate and practice social 
distancing as we’ve been encouraged. But the time may come when 
this disease is everywhere and the loving thing to do will be to risk 
your own health and safety to care for others who are suffering. My 
word to you, in light of this text, is: Be ready, church. Be ready. 

But, of course, the 19 in COVID-19 stands for 2019, the year in 
which the first case was identified so no one was thinking about 
the corona virus when Jesus first told this story. Instead, they 
were thinking about how they might be able to secure a place in 
heaven. After all, that was the focus of the lawyer’s question in the 
immediate biblical context.

“Teacher,” he asked, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

[And Jesus] said to him, “What is written in the Law? How 
do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor 
as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered cor-
rectly; do this, and you will live.” 
But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is 

my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho …

And there we have our story. Everyone present for this conversation 
is thinking, “What do I need to do in order to inherit eternal life?” 
And, in a time with such fear and uncertainty, this is a good 
question: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”
When Jesus turns the question around on the lawyer and the 

3  John Piper, “How Do I Take Risks Without Being Unwise?” Ask Pastor John segment, 13 March 2020 
[www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-take-risks-without-being-unwise] accessed 18 March 2020.
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lawyer answers with the Bible’s two greatest commandments, Jesus 
says that he has answered correctly. “Do this and you will live,” 
he says. “Love the Lord your God with all you heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and 
love your neighbour as yourself.” The question is, “How are we 
doing at that?” How are you doing? Do you love God with all your 
heart, soul, strength, and mind—in other words, with the fullness 
of every faculty that you have? How about loving your neighbour? 
Do you love your neighbour enough to risk your life to comfort him 
or her in their distress?

Now you can see where the lawyer’s question, “And who is my 
neighbour?” comes from. If I need to love my neighbour like that 
in order to inherit eternal life, then I’d better hope that I only have 
a few neighbours to have to potentially lay down my life for, right? 
Already, the lawyer has a sinking feeling that he doesn’t measure 
up. And then, of course, Jesus comes along with the story of the 
Good Samaritan and erases all doubt. 

As Jesus told the story, the lawyer and his hearers were ex-
pecting something other than what they got. They expected 
the threefold rhythm of the Semitic story form to reveal that 
an Israelite layman came by and helped the man. Many 
people were unhappy with the clergy, and they expected 
Jesus to say that an average good-guy Jew came along and 
showed the clergy up. That would be a slap at the establish-
ment, but many, perhaps most, would applaud it.
No one expected Jesus to finish the story the way he did: 

“But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man 
was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him” (v. 33). A 
Samaritan?4

As Kent Hughes reminds us, 

the mutual hatred between the Jews and the samaritans went 
back for centuries, when the samaritans intermarried with their 
assyrian conquerors. the Jews considered them racial half-
breeds and religious apostates. so the samaritans responded 
by calling the Jews apostates—full-blooded but apostate. the 

4  R. Kent Hughes, Luke: That You May Know the Truth, Volume One in Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: 
Crossway Books, 1998), 390–391.



7

samaritans set up a rival temple on mount gerizim (later de-
stroyed by the Jews), published their own edition of the penta-
teuch, and established a rival liturgy. the Jews responded by 
publicly cursing the samaritans in the synagogues and praying 
daily that they might not enter eternal life.5

As Philip Ryken says, “It is difficult to come up with a contemporary 
comparison that conveys the same sense of social surprise, but 
we do not really understand this story until we make a racial and 
religious comparison that seems to go too far. Maybe it would be 
something like an Islamic fundamentalist helping an evangelical 
Christian who was injured in a terrorist attack. It was the last thing 
anyone would expect, and in fact if the injured man had not been 
so desperate, he may have refused the Samaritan’s help altogether. 
These men were not neighbors at all; they were enemies.”6

And yet Jesus says, the Samaritan proved to be a neighbour to 
the Jew and you need to go and do likewise. If you want to earn 
eternal life, then you need to love God with the fullness of every 
faculty of your being and you need to be willing to risk your health, 
wellbeing, and life for even an enemy who is in need. How do you 
measure up?

I know I fall short again and again and again and again, which, by 
the way, was Jesus’ point. You can’t earn eternal life by anything 
that you do. It’s all of grace.

You see, there’s another context we need to keep in mind as we 
consider the parable of the Good Samaritan and that is the wider 
context of the Gospel of Luke.

As D. A. Carson says,

oh, the parable is pretty straightforward in [its immediate] 
context. but now remember that this is on the way to the cross. 
who is the ultimate good samaritan? oh, in the account be-
fore us, as Jesus tells us, the good samaritan is a figure who 
represents someone who actually looks after a broken, bruised, 
unknown man at the side of the road. he has no kinship with 

5  Ibid., 370.
6  Philip Graham Ryken, Luke Volume 1: Chapters 1-12 in the Reformed Expository Commentary 

(Phillipsburg, NJ: P & R Publishing, 2009), 545.
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him and doesn’t know him, but he sacrifices his good and risks 
his life.

he looks after him and pays for his expenses. this actually 
saves the man from slavery because the man didn’t have any re-
sources of his own. he’s naked, after all. then six weeks later, 
long after the samaritan has moved on, if the man wants to 
leave the hotel and can’t pay the bill he would have to sell him-
self into slavery. (because, after all, in those days, there was 
no chapter 11 or chapter 13.) the samaritan’s generosity has 
saved him from death and from slavery, and it’s a way of asking 
the question, in the context, “who is acting like a neighbor?”

but now read it on the way to the cross. the ultimate good 
samaritan … who comes to broken people condemned to death, 
binds up their wounds, saves their lives, and frees them forever 
from slavery, because he pays it all … is Jesus.7 

Through his substitutionary death and subsequent resurrection, 
Jesus rescues us from our slavery to sin and from the death sentence 
that was ours because of our sin. Not only that but, by being the 
ultimate Good Samaritan, Jesus fulfills the law that we could not, 
thereby earning eternal life, which he then freely gives to all who 
will believe. As Phil Ryken puts it, “The good news of the gospel 
is that through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has 
loving grace for law-breaking sinners who are not good neighbors.”8 
Jesus is the Great Samaritan, the Great Samaritan who says to you 
and me, “You go, and do likewise” (Luke 10:37). Go, be a Good 
Samaritan to the people you meet along life’s way.

do not make excuses, but accept the responsibility to be a 
good neighbor for christ. do not look away, but see what needs 
to be done. do not cross over to the other side, but take the 
time to stop and help. do not quit before the Job is done, but 
by the grace of god, carry things all the way through. do not 
do these things to gain eternal life, but because when you were 
beaten, bloodied, and left for dead, Jesus came and showed mer-
cy to you.9

7  Don Carson, “Jesus’ Resolve to Head toward Jerusalem,” sermon preached at the Gospel Coalition’s 2013 
National Conference, Orlando, FL [https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/conference_media/jesus-resolve-
head-toward-jerusalem/] accessed 21 February 2020.

8  Ryken, 549.
9  Ibid., 550-51.


