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FGBC: Pray Jude: Contend for Faith 
Jude 1-16 

January 6, 2019 
Dan Hoffman 

 
Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2019.  Two quick thoughts as we get started today, one 
on New Years and the second on my trip to Israel that I just got back from. 
 
So I’m not huge on New Years resolutions but I am big on seizing opportunities.  And 
new years like new days can provide that.  I think people need lines in the sand that we 
can step over and start again.  And the fact is Jesus is the giver of second, second 
chances – right?  But He wants us to grab them not take them for granted. 
 
So what change would Jesus like you to make today?  James says “Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you.  Purify your hands you sinners and your hearts you 
double-minded.”1  So the promise is God will draw near to us if we will draw near to 
Him.  Who could us a bit of God being nearer? 
 
So don’t be content with where you are at with God.  Encourage your holy discontent.  
God will be as close as you want Him to be this year.  Draw near to God and purify your 
hands and heart in expectation that He will draw near to you.  That’s the first thought 
that’s going through my mind.  I’m not content, I want to grow. 
… 
Second, the other day I met someone for the first time after talking with them on the 
phone – has that ever happened to you? – and they looked different than I imagined.   
 
Aren’t our brains funny things?  They make up pictures all the time.  And of course, this 
happens when we read the Bible.   
 
So Nikki and I just got back from 2 weeks in Israel with my folks, and it was incredible.  I 
went praying “God I want to meet You and see You in fresh ways.”  And I learned a lot.  
It’s amazing how many things were different than I imagined.  
 
So if I say Bethlehem, you’ve got an idea what that looked like.  It’s probably a bit like 
the nativity on your mantle that you’ve almost gotten around to putting away.  At least 
that’s the stage things are at in our house.   
 
Or if I say “Golgotha” you can probably see the naked crosses on the darkened, cloud 
covered hill.  And maybe you can even see the blond haired, blue eyed Jesus carrying 
His cross up a winding path to the top. 
 
I’ve got all those pictures too the trouble is now mine are being challenged by reality – I 
suppose that’s good.  But the big take away for me was that God doesn’t live in temples 
built by hands – that’s what the prophet Isaiah said.2 

                                            
1 James 4:8 
2 Isaiah 66:1 (see also Acts 7:48) 
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So when we were there we face-timed with our kids every day, and one of the questions 
they asked was whether we went to church.  And I told them we went to church about 5 
times every day.  There were churches everywhere.  But God doesn’t live in temples we 
build, He lives in the temples He’s built – that’s our hearts.  And so God meets us where 
we are.  Now if you are in Israel that could happen at the wailing wall, but the reality is 
we don’t live there, we live here.  And so the encounter God has for you today is tied to 
Prince George, don’t ever miss this hoping to experience God somewhere else.  There 
is no Holy Land, there are only holy hearts. 
… 
Alright, for the next three weeks we are going to be looking at a small book in the New 
Testament called Jude.  So open the Bible on your phone or grab the one in the pew in 
front of you and open to Jude.  It’s the book right before Revelation, so the second last 
book in the Bible.  And it’s only got one chapter so it’s easy to miss.   
 
The big admonition of this book is to pray, we’ll get to that next week, but that’s why our 
series is “Pray Jude” – plus the Beetles were great.  Anyway, let’s pick it up in verse 1. 
 
[Read Jude 1-2] 
 
Now we don’t know a ton about the context of this book.  We don’t know exactly when it 
was written though it is probably late in the first century.  And we don’t even know who it 
was written to though it was probably to a small local church full of mostly Jews 
somewhere close to Jerusalem.   
 
But what we do know is who Jude was.  Jude says he is James brother, probably 
James’ little brother.  And everyone knew who James was because he was the pastor 
of the first church of Jerusalem.  The big one.  And Jude says “I’m that guys brother.” 
… 
So maybe it sounds like Jude is name dropping to try and ride in on James’ coat tails, 
but really it’s not like that.  And that’s because James and Jude were both Jesus’ little 
brothers, and neither of them mention that. 
 
Jude says he’s a servant of Jesus Christ and James brother.  And James starts 
essentially the same way.  James identifies himself as: 
 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ (James 1:1) 
 
Now why wouldn’t either of these guys mention that they are Jesus’ brothers – wouldn’t 
that add to their credibility?  Neither of them thinks so, and that’s because their blood 
relationship didn’t help them at all.   
 
So Jesus was born to Mary and Joseph before they got married.  Mary is the only girl in 
history, with a boyfriend, who gets pregnant by somebody else, and it’s nobody’s fault.   
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And then the Bible says Mary and Joseph waited until after Jesus was born to have sex.  
But after that all holds were off and they had a bunch of kids including two boys, James 
and Jude. 
… 
Now I’ve got several people in my extended family who don’t believe in Jesus – do you?  
If you do, you’re in good company because so did Jesus. 
 
John tells us about a time Jesus didn’t want to go to Jerusalem because people wanted 
to kill Him there and it wasn’t his time.  But His brothers mocked Him and told Him to go 
show Himself to the world – probably hoping people were going to take Him out.  And 
they do this, John says: 
 For even His own brothers did not believe in Him. (John 7:5) 
  
It wasn’t until Jesus was resurrected that James and Jude finally came to believe in 
their big brother.  Now why?  Well the Bible doesn’t say, but I bet it was hard. 
 
I mean imagine growing up in the shadow of a perfect older sibling?  Anyone have an 
older sibling who just nailed life that you got to follow?  Well Jesus was this brother.   
 
He was astounding temple teachers at 12.  And then He was morally consistent like 
nobody’s business.  Imagine James talking trash about his pesky little brother to Jesus 
and trying to get Him on his side.  And Jesus just won’t have any of it.  You’d look like a 
total sinner next to Jesus… You do look like a total sinner next to Jesus. 
 
And then of course there is the fact that Jesus was mom and dad’s favorite.  They knew 
He was God with skin on, so as He gets older they started trusting and submitting to 
Him.  It wouldn’t be easy to be Jesus’ little brother.   
 
And so Jude doesn’t even mention it.  He came to faith like everyone else – The Holy 
Spirit convicted his sorry soul.  And imagine the remorse.  Imagine thinking about all the 
times you stole God’s after school snacks or talked Him down behind His omniscient 
back.  James and Jude are pretty humble about the fact they were Jesus’ little brothers. 
… 
But now Jude has submitted to the truth and has a fire burning in him to live for God’s 
glory.  Jude’s all in.  Tradition says a few years after writing this he chose being pierced 
by arrows and crucified rather than denouncing the divinity of his big brother.3  He could 
never speak another irreverent word against the One he faithlessly grew up beside.   
 
And so Jude starts his letter to his church with three comforting affirmations.  Verse 1 
describes them and us as those who have been called, and who are loved in God the 
Father and kept for and by Jesus Christ.  And each of these words are passive.  What 
this means is that God does this to us.  He calls us, He loves us, He keeps us.   
 

                                            
3 https://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/06/19/101752-apostle-jude-the-brother-of-the-lord (Accessed January 
4, 2019)  

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2016/06/19/101752-apostle-jude-the-brother-of-the-lord
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And that’s good news.  The perseverance of your faith isn’t primarily dependant on you.  
God keeps those He calls.  We aren’t just saved by grace, we are sustained by grace.  
If God’s at work in your life He’s going to stay at work. 
  
So have you witnessed this?  Have you ever watched your faith falter – maybe you got 
drawn into a temptation, or encountered some difficulty – and then out of nowhere been 
encouraged by something you didn’t expect?  Has that ever happened to you?   
 
This isn’t your unwavering awesomeness kicking in.  This is Jesus reaching His hands 
into your unworthy and unimpressive life and drawing you back.  God preserves the 
faith of His children.  He calls us, He loves us and He keeps us.  That’s good news. 
 
And it’s from this foundation that we can persevere.  If you are someone who has been 
saved then you’re going to make it.  God is faithful to complete everything He begins.4 
… 
So Jude starts his letter like this, but very quickly he shifts to a challenge for vigilance.  
He is going to say “Saved people don’t sit back and grow complacent, they fight.  Saved 
people are constantly striving to pursue Christlikeness.  They want more holiness in 
their life.  They hate the sin that ensnares them and they constantly war against it.   
 
And that’s what Jude calls his people to.  He’s going to say “Don’t settle into ignorant 
complacency thinking grace means you’ve got nothing to do.  Grace is free, but it 
requires everything in exchange.”  Look at verse 3. 
 
[Read Jude 3-4] 
… 
When a captain preps his troops for combat assuring them of victory on the beach, the 
soldiers don’t throw their weapons in the water.  The promise of victory on the shore is 
dependant on bravery on the beach.  And when God promises His children that we will 
be kept from defeat it is dependent on our willingness to take up the sword of the Spirit 
and fight.  “Grace is opposed to earning, but it isn’t opposed to effort.”5 
 
So here’s the funny thing about grace.  Whenever it gets preached the church tends to 
get it wrong.  And this isn’t a new problem, it’s a 2000-year-old struggle.  “Grace, we 
suppose, is that the account has been paid in advance; and, because it has been paid, 
everything can be had for nothing.”6  But this kind of grace – a grace that gives 
permission to live unchanged, isn’t from God.  We give this kind of grace to ourselves. 
 
And this is what the Christians in Jude’s church were doing.  Verse 4 says a bunch of 
them were perverting God’s grace by making it a licence for immorality.  In other words 
they are saying “Hey, God has forgiven us.  His blood covers our sin.  So don’t worry so 
much about how you are living.  Relax.  You’re forgiven.  And you will be forgiven for the 
sin you commit tomorrow too.” 

                                            
4 Philippians 1:6 
5 Dallas Willard 
6 Bonhoeffer, Dietrich (The Cost of Discipleship) 
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Now this might sound good, but this isn’t the Bible’s promise.  Jesus doesn’t say “If you 
love Me, believe the right things about Me.”  He says:  

If you love Me, obey My commandments. (John 14:15) 
And 

“Not everyone who calls out to Me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom 

of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of My Father in heaven 
will enter. (Matthew 7:21-22) 

 
So yes God’s grace is free, but anyone who uses this is an excuse to keep sinning is 
gravely mistaken.  Everyone who receives God’s grace is transformed by it.  And a 
transformed life is the evidence you’ve been saved.  
 
And so in verse 3 Jude gives us the point of his letter.  He says: “I… urge you to 
contend for the faith.”  The word “contend” is a violent word.  It’s equal to wrestle, 
grapple or fight.  It means “to struggle or strive in opposition.”7  Dallas Willard says 
“Grace is opposed to earning, but it isn’t opposed to effort.”   
 
And so Jude tells his people and us that if we have been saved it is going to show up in 
how we live.  Grace makes a difference in our lives or we haven’t received it. 
… 
And then he gives three examples of sins Christians fall into and a bunch of warnings 
about how God judges believers based on what we do not simply what we believe.  
Jude agrees with James who says: “Hey, Satan believes in God too but it’s not helping 
him much”8 – that’s my paraphrase.  So look at verse 5: 
 
[Read Jude 5-7] 
 
Now in these verses and in those that follow Jude quotes a bunch of Bible stories as 
well as some non-biblical stuff from the book of Enoch and The Assumption of Moses – 
don’t worry too much about these – he’s just illustrating that God judges believers based 
on what we do with our belief. 
 
So in verse 5 God delivered the Israelites from Egypt, but when they started marrying 
non-believing Moabites God released a plague that killed thousands9 - that’s one of the 
stories being referenced.   
 
A second is when the sons of Korah rebelled against Moses’ leadership, God opened a 
hole in the earth under their part of the camp and swallowed them alive – it’s a nasty 
story.10  And the Old Testament is full of these stories.  Just because God saved His 
people doesn’t mean they can act however they want.  We have to give ourselves to 
obedience to be His people.  This is Jude’s point. 

                                            
7 Dictionary.com  
8 James 2:19 
9 Numbers 25:9 
10 Numbers 16:32 
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And so we have to contend for our faith if it is going to count.  We have to keep fighting 
sin.  This isn’t about earning our salvation, it is about living as a saved person.  If you 
don’t fight then the evidence is in you haven’t been saved.   
 
Now there are all sorts of sins to fight, but the sins Jude references are sexual 
immorality, the rejection of spiritual authority, and the divisive grumbling and 
complaining that divides people.  These are the sins that were going on in Jude’s 
church, and they are the same things we struggle with today. 
 
So in verse 7 Jude talks about sexual immorality and perversion.  And in verse 8 he 
talks about rejecting spiritual authority.  And in verse 16 he talks about grumblers and 
fault finders dividing the church.  And Jude says fight these things.  Don’t let them worm 
their way into your life or your church.  If you see anything like this in yourself or in your 
brothers or sisters here, don’t ignore it, weed it out.  This is cancer, don’t feed it, kill it.  
Have you got any cancer in your life? 
… 
Now I just want to touch these sins briefly because Jude does.  So first, we live in a time 
when sexual immorality is rampant, and the church has been influenced.  Every movie 
and TV show you watch tells us that sex isn’t a big deal and should be enjoyed in any 
way you want.  So do anything you want with anyone you want in any way you want, 
and anyone who says any different – particularly anyone who says sexuality is for 
marriage as defined by the Bible – is an old fashioned, irrelevant, religious prude.   
 
That’s the world we live in in case you didn’t know.  And its influence is felt in the 
church.  So Christians, and I’m not just talking about just young people, are hooking up 
and watching porn and fooling around with their girlfriends and boyfriends and having 
sex outside of marriage without thinking much about it.  But the Bible says we need to 
think about it.  It’s immorality and perversion.  And in another place it says: 

Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have 
no place among God's people. (Ephesians 5:3) 

… 
The second thing Jude mentions is the rejection of authority.  I want to read this from 
the New King James because it does a great job of making these verses clear.  It says: 

Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, 

and speak evil of dignitaries.  
 

This is the accusation, these people are rejecting authority and talking down 
their leaders.  Later in verses 16 and 19 Jude says these people are 

grumblers and faultfinders who divide the church.  But here Jude gives some 
commentary on why rejecting spiritual authority is dangerous.  He says: 
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Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he 
disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a 

reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” But these speak 
evil of whatever they do not know…. Woe to them! For they have gone 

in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, 
and perished in the rebellion of Korah. (Jude 8-11) 

  
So the story was that because Moses was a murderer, when he died the devil wanted 
him.  But even though he was speaking to the devil, Michael the archangel didn’t say 
anything evil against him; he just said “The Lord rebuke you.”  So Jude says even when 
spiritual leaders are wrong be careful not to tear them down. 
 
But when people in church aren’t careful about this Jude says they are going in the way 
of Cain – Cain murdered his brother instead of caring for him.  And they are running in 
the error of Balaam – Balaam cared more about his own gain than he did about God’s 
people.  And they are condemned like the sons of Korah – Korah resisted Moses’ 
authority – they didn’t want to follow him – so God swallowed them.  It was a bad day. 
… 
Now there are a few things that are awkward for pastors to talk about – giving money to 
church is one and resisting spiritual authority is another – I’ll just acknowledge that.  But 
Jude’s point is if you’ve got a problem with the leaders in the church don’t tear them 
down.  And if someone around you is grumbling and complaining and faultfinding don’t 
listen to them, don’t give ear to them.  If you do you’re feeding their cancer, it’s divisive. 
… 
Now if the leader has done something wrong there is a proper way to bring it up – 
Matthew 18 is that proper way.  Go to the brother or sister in private and confront them, 
if they don’t listen bring someone else.  This person can be a witness.  Hopefully the 
leader will hear this, or maybe it will turn out that there was a misunderstanding and the 
third party will help resolve the matter.  If that doesn’t work then bring it to the church.  
But don’t sit back and grumble, this tears Jesus’ church down, and Jesus is an enemy 
of anyone who attacks His bride.  Don’t tick Jesus off.  
… 
I’m going to leave that there because it’s awkward and because I want to end with the 
positive side of Jude’s challenge, one that sits at the very core of what Jesus following 
is about.   
… 
Jude has brought up some sins that the church has always struggled with.  But in 
highlighting these sins his point isn’t that we try hard to be a goody-goodies who never 
sin.  Following Christ isn’t about not doing bad things.  There are lots of people who 
don’t murder or kick their dogs and yet hate Jesus.  So following Jesus isn’t about not 
doing bad things.  It’s about running towards Christ and seeking to please Him with 
everything we’ve got. 
 
Friends, lots of people think what God wants from us is to avoid stepping over the sin 
line.  And so the goal of life is to be a good person who avoids doing really bad things.  
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So get as close to sin as possible but just don’t fall all the way in.  Enjoy as much of 
“life” as you can without crossing the line and you’ll be good – God will accept you. 
 
But this is a massive misunderstanding about what sin is and what God wants from us.  
Sin isn’t stepping over the line or missing the mark.  Sin is anything we do other than 
seeking to please God.  So sin happens every time we aren’t running towards Jesus.  
Sin is anything we do that isn’t motivated by a desire to bring God glory.  Christianity is 
about living your life to the glory of God.  So people who’ve been saved desire to please 
Jesus.  Everyone else hasn’t been saved.   
… 
Now certainly we should seek to glorify God with our sexuality and with our relationship 
in the church.   
 
So unmarried people, don’t just try to avoid stepping over the line.  If you want to have 
sex, find someone who deeply loves Jesus, marry them, and live your lives together for 
God’s glory.  And then let me just say within those parameters no holds are barred.  
You see the standard isn’t avoiding sin, the standard is wanting to please Jesus.  So 
use your sexuality to please Jesus. 
… 
And it’s the same thing with getting along with each other.  For the last 2000 years 
churches have struggled along full of people with different perspectives.  That’s not 
going to change.  But the point is we need to be seeking to please Jesus in the way we 
treat each other – that’s the standard.  So the challenge for Jesus followers is not to 
strive for what we think is right, but for all of us to die to ourselves to put the other first.  
This is how we look like Jesus. 
… 
So Jude says God’s people have been called and loved and kept by Jesus and for 
Jesus.  If you are His child that means following Him isn’t about somehow doing enough 
to persevere in your faith – God is going to take care of that. 
 
But just because He’s working doesn’t mean we don’t have anything to contribute.  It’s 
not like that at all.  People who have received God’s grace give themselves to pursuing 
Christlikeness and obedience with everything they’ve got.  They want to bring glory to 
God. 
 
So friends it’s a New Year, it’s an opportunity for a new beginning and God wants to 
meet you where you’re at.  So give yourself to contending for your faith.  Don’t fall into 
the temptation of trying to avoid sin, give yourself to pleasing Jesus. 


