
 
 October 9, 2016 / “The Fruit Of Thanksgiving”  
Reading: Luke 17:11-19  
 

• “Bearing Good Fruit”  
 
We Should Give Thanks  

• Thanksgiving is deeper than being polite.  
Thanksgiving is (very) appropriate, the “way things should 
be” / “innate” / the way we are wired  

• Thanksgiving is good for us.  
"We would worry less if we praised more. Thanksgiving is 
the enemy of discontent and dissatisfaction." (Harry 
Ironside)  

• Thanksgiving is part of “righteous” relationship.  
"Let us thank God heartily as often as we pray that we have 
His Spirit in us to teach us to pray. Thanksgiving will draw 
our hearts out to God and keep us engaged with Him; it will 
take our attention from ourselves and give the Spirit room in 
our hearts." (Andrew Murray)  
 

• Why We Don’t We Give (More) Thanks?!?!?  
• Because we do not have reason to give thanks?  
• Because we are not taught to give thanks?  
• Because we take blessings for “granted” (Igniter video)?  
• Because we don’t know Who to thank?  

“It must be an odd feeling to be thankful to nobody in 
particular. Christians in public institutions often see this odd 
thing happening on Thanksgiving Day. Everyone in the 
institution seems to be thankful "in general." It's very 
strange. It's a little like being married in general." (Cornelius 
Plantinga)  
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• Because we are too focused on “Help!”?  
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving , present your 
requests to God” (Philippians 4:6).  

• Because of pride?  
 
Luke 17:11-19--Reflections  

• The Generosity of Jesus : All 10 lepers receive healing from 
Jesus.  

• Unexpected : The one who give thanks is not Jewish—a 
Samaritan (16), a “foreigner” (18).  

• Who does the “foreigner” think Jesus is ?  
“When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the 
priests. And as they went, they were cleansed. One of them, 
when he saw he was healed, came back” (14-15).  

• Full thanksgiving  
“…praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ 
feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan” (15-16).  

• Thanksgiving completes relationship  
“Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you 
well” [literally: “saved you”] (19)  

 
A Call To Thanksgiving…Some Suggestions  


