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I love money. 
 In our living room we have a coffee table 
  that showcases a collection of bills and coins  

from all over the world: 
    Euros, Pesos, Rubles, and Rand. 
 
Of course even more than this collection, 
 I love those Canadian dollars sitting in my bank. 
 
This money that allows me to 
 fill my gas tank 
  pay my dues for soccer, 
   and enjoy a nice meal at a restaurant. 
 
Money provides security, 

Affords opportunity, 
  and makes life a lot more comfortable. 
 
Sometimes I fantasize about 
 having just a little more money. 
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But while money has its benefits. 
It also has its limitation. 

 
“…research shows that greater wealth  

often fails to provide as much happiness as many people expect.  
 
In a national sample of Americans, 

individuals thought that their satisfaction with life would double  
if they made $55,000 rather than $25,000:  

twice as much money, twice as much happy.  
 
But the data revealed that people who earned $ 55,000  

were only 9 percent more satisfied than those making $ 25,000.  
 

Around the world, income has surprisingly little influence  
on whether people smile, laugh,  

and experience enjoyment on a typical day.  
 
[In] the United States, once people are earning around $ 75,000 per year,  

making more money has no impact at all  
on their day-to-day feelings of happiness.”i 

 
Money has benefits. 
 But money has limitations. 
  And money also has dangers. 
 
Acquiring more can become a consuming passion. 
 Our wealth can become an inappropriate center  

of our focus and trust. 
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Some time ago I was watching a television episode of Dragon’s Den. 
 
If you’ve never heard of it, 

Dragon’s Den is a reality television show 
where aspiring entrepreneurs pitch their business ideas  

to a panel of venture capitalists,  
in the hopes of raising money. 

 
Well this time I was watching, 
 it was a special episode,  

that was focused solely on the ‘dragons’: 
the businesses they established 

    and the impact of their success. 
 
Brett Wilson, 

talked about rising to prominence 
  brokering deals in the oil industry in Calgary. 
 
At one point he was earning $100,000 a month. 
 
And yet the long hours and singular focus 

That were part of building his empire 
  Exacted a huge and unexpected cost: 
   
His marriage fell apart, 
 He damaged his relationship with his children, 
  and eventually lost his health. 
 
Now he is known for asking others: 
 “What price are you willing to pay for success?”ii 
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PAUSE 
     
In today’s Gospel lesson 
 we listen in on a conversation between Jesus and a rich man. 
 
This man seems to have it all together. 
 He went to the right school, 
  Go the right job. 
     
He’s not even thirty 
 And he’s already made millions. 
  Everything turns to gold in his hands. 
 
Yet for all of this 
 he has a gnawing suspicion that something isn’t right. 
 
So he consults with Jesus 
 to find out if something is missing. 
 
Jesus asks him if he follows the law, 

if he keeps the commandments. 
  The man declares that he has done right by others 
   since his youth. 
 
But Jesus has a keen eye 

And can see that something is missing. 
 The man has not been keeping the first commandment: 
  “No other gods, only me.”iii 

 
Money is the center of his devotion and trust. 
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Jesus doesn’t argue with him. 
 Jesus doesn’t criticize him. 
  
In love and compassion Jesus simply challenges him: 
 “Go and sell whatever you own and give it to the poor. 
  All your wealth will then be heavenly wealth. 
 
And come follow me.”iv 
 
In effect Jesus is saying to the man 
 “You have put your faith and trust  

in your wealth and accomplishments.  
But the effort is alienating you from God…”v 

 
We are told that “the [rich] man’s face clouded over. 
 This was the last thing he expected to hear, 
  and he walked off with a heavy heart. 
 
He was holding on tight to a lot of things, 
 and not about to let go.”vi 
   
Jesus then turns to the disciples 
 and tells them: 
 
“it’s easier for a camel to go through a needle’s eye 
 than for the rich to get into God’s kingdom.”vii   
 
The disciples are taken aback by this comment 
 They rightly question, 
  as should each of us, winners of the global lottery, 
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   “Then who has any chance at all?”viii 
 
Jesus replies: 
 “No chance at all if you think you can pull it off by yourself. 

 Every chance in the world if you let God do it.”.”ix 
 
The disciples question: ‘who can be saved?’.  
 And yet they are the living proof that by God’s call and power, 
  people can be freed from a misplaced hope in wealth 
   and put their present and their future in Jesus’ hands. 
 
They left their families  
 They left their homes. 
  They left their jobs. 
 
They have joined Jesus on an adventure filled with untold blessings. 
 Blessings a hundredfold. 
 
In case you were wondering, 

this still happens today. 
 
“[Twenty years ago another Calgarian, Chris] Brooks, 

gave up [a] successful medical practice  
and a comfortable life…  

to treat and heal countless throngs in Malawi,  
one of Africa's poorest countries. 

 
After hearing a missionary speak about the plight of Malawi's millions… 

Brooks knew it was time to take his leap of faith. 
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"I decided that I'd do whatever I was called to do," recalls Brooks.  
"It was like God spoke to me and said,  

'Chris, I've got a little job for you do to in Africa.' " 
 
The family home  

and the vintage Mustang convertible were sold… 
[And Brooks began a new career 

working out of a second-hand Toyota truck]…  
 
That initial, four-wheeled adventure 

evolved into an eight-room medical clinic by 2001,  
which has been expanded through the years… 

 
Lifeline Malawi has been embraced by many Calgarians,  

whether they be small teams from city churches  
who stay for a couple of weeks to build a staff house  

or doctors who share their skills and compassion. 
 
Brooks say they invariable return to our affluent city  

with changed priorities and a richer heart.”x   
 
Now I’m not saying that when you go home today. 
 You should call your realtor, 
  cash in all your assets,  

and head for a mission field or a monastery. 
 
God has different purposes and callings for each of us. 
 
Some of you are called to particular acts of service 
 right where you live,  right here in THIS community. 
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The question is not whether you are willing to liquidate everything, 
 But whether a fascination with wealth, 
  Obtaining it and holding on to it, 
   Is interfering with your love for God 
    And your willingness to follow Jesus. 
 
So what do you do when you holding  
 Onto riches too tightly. 
  How do you loosen that grip? 
 
Well imagine with me all of the gifts you have been freely given, 
 Gifts that have little to do own industry or efforts: 
 
Loving parents or good role models, 
 A healthy mind or an able body, 
  Safety and security, 
   Fresh air and clean water. 
 
I could go on… 
 
Just consider these different gifts for a moment. 
 
These generous gifts serve as the foundation 
 For all of your subsequent industry and efforts; 
  All of that wealth you have accumulated. 
 
Seen in this way, all that we have is a gift 

from our generous and loving God. 
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Now when you start to realise that everything is a gift, 
 You can enjoy your blessings more deeply 
  And at the same time hold on to them more lightly. 
 
When you start to realise that everything is a gift 

You begin to trust in the giver of the gifts 
  Rather than the gifts themselves. 
 
Worried that you are holding onto your wealth too tightly. 
 Just consider all the gifts you have been given. 
 
PAUSE 
 
May we recognise God’s goodness to us. 

May we understand that God alone  
is worthy of all our trust and devotion. 

 
And whether we have been given much or given little 
 May we be willing to follow Jesus wherever he leads. 
 
Amen. 
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