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Building Our Home Together 
Part 4: Welcome Home! 

Isaiah 65:17-25 
Season of Commitment 4; November 17, 2019 

 
Text: 
17 For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be 
remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am 
about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. 20 
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live 
out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls 
short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; they 
shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my 
chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 23 They shall not labor in vain, or bear children 
for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD-- and their descendants as well. 24 
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb 
shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent--its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD. 
 
Reflection: 
Many years ago, perhaps about 15 years, we as a family visited Korea for the first time since my 
wife JungHee and I had come to Canada. But this time the four of us, including our two children 
born in Canada, made the trip to Korea. During that time our family had doubled in size. We 
wanted to see the many members of our family we had not seen for so long. And we wanted to 
see the new members who had joined the Cho and the Park, my wife’s family, and of course, old 
friends.   
When our family returned from Korea we had to stop in Vancouver to change our flight to 
Toronto, from international to domestic. But we couldn’t catch our scheduled flight because the 
immigrant officer had made a mistake. To make a long story short, we finally arrived home one 
day late. We were so glad to be back home, safe and sound. Our children were especially 
overjoyed. You should have heard their shrieks of laughter! While in Korea our children often 
asked, “When are we going back to Canada?” “I miss my home, my bed, my toys…” I was also 
glad because I realized that this was my home now in the world, not in Korea but in Canada. 
When I opened the front door, I found many old newspapers on the porch floor. And on the table 
I found cards welcoming us back and on the wall I found a huge sign, “Welcome Home.” I 
looked at the sign for a long time. That sign changed my life forever.  

I don’t know who put the sign there but I know the action made us feel at home and made us feel 
like one family with the people in the pastoral charge even though our last names and addresses 
were different. I believe this action of welcoming back our family reflects the vision of our 
ministry and mission at West Point Grey United. The meaning of family cannot be confined to 
the family tree. The biblical meaning of family is that we are all one family of God even though 
we are all different.     
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In God’s family, there are no individual family trees but one family forest. All are welcome in 
the family forest regardless of who you are. So, Jesus welcomed people suffering from leprosy, 
prostitutes, tax collectors and Roman centurions alike. In God’s family you are welcomed and 
accepted as you are. In this God’s family it does not matter whether we have learned right from 
wrong nor what is worth living for and what is not. We express the meaning God’s vision 
clearly, beautifully and lovingly, “Welcome Home.” 

This is the fourth and last Sunday in the Season of Commitment. As we wrap up our stewardship 
theme, “Building Our Home Together,” the image of “Welcome Home” comes to my mind and 
it is the vision of what we want to do here at West Point Grey United in our ministry and 
mission. We want to create a welcoming environment that expresses our will that everyone, 
regardless of who you are or what you have been, will feel at home. We want to create a place 
where the spirit of grace, meaning unconditional acceptance, will move freely and practise this 
spirit in our ministry and mission. We want to extend this welcome to others in our mission 
together. 

Today we have welcomed Hisako Kurotaki and Ken Hong to our faith community. With Hisako 
and Ken and all of you, we will create the place imagined by the prophet Isaiah as God’s dream 
for the people of Israel. This poetic, hopeful text is about God’s transformation of the present 
circumstance into a new creation. As we hear in today’s reading, there will be no more weeping 
or wailing from those who suffer, no more premature deaths of children, no more injustice of 
workers not being able to afford to live in their homes and not being able to eat the fruits of their 
labour. All of this suffering will end because of the caring presence of an attentive, responsive 
God who will bring about a transformation, a creation so full of peace that even “natural” 
predators like the wolf and lamb will live gently, side by side.  
 
What a beautiful dream! As the people of God, we are called to dream with God and work with 
the people of God to make that dream a reality. So, convinced that God is present with us, 
working among us to fulfill that dream, we speak of God as being the One who is bringing it to 
reality; we are called to join in fulfilling God’s vision. God continues to create and to call us 
forward into the dream of a new creation of peace and harmony. The dream of God proclaimed 
by Isaiah brought fullness and life and peace not only for humankind, but to all God’s creation; 
even the wolf and the lamb will live gently, side by side.  
 
In a world where human habits cause global warming, hastening the death of God’s creation, we 
are urged to engage in God’s vision in our ministry and mission together. I am excited to be 
taking up this faith journey with you. As we embark on our renewed ministry together, I hear 
everyone saying to each other, “Welcome Home.” Thanks be to God who ministers with us in 
this family. Amen. 
 
--- 
Hyuk Cho (the Rev. Dr.) 
Coordinating Minister  
West Point Grey United Church, Vancouver, BC. 
 


