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Thoughts for Us Now Based on the Temptation of Jesus – Matthew 4: 1-11 (From Mark Chase) 

As the coronavirus began to loom large, I picked up Rabboni, by W. Phillip Keller, a book I kept from my 
father’s library after he passed away.  There are many places underlined by my Dad – giving me insight 
into what struck him as particularly meaningful, and with it that little bit of a personal touch and 
personal memory.  That has been special.  A few evenings ago, I read the chapters on the part played by 
John in baptising Jesus for ministry, then on Jesus temptation in the desert.  Keller reminds us that John 
the Baptist was ‘deliberately prepared by God for special service’ in the desert, and that God used the 
same pattern of preparation with Abraham, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, David, and later Paul.  Immediately 
after His baptism, Jesus Himself was led by the Spirit into the desert.   

It occurred to me that there may be lessons for this time from the desert and from the temptations 
Jesus faced.  I have no doubt that part of God’s big picture intention is to end this pandemic.  There are 
too many of His good gifts that are being damaged – truth, security, community interactions, food, rest, 
calmness, breath, life.  But how should we pray?  For a starting point, I wonder how many of us feel like 
this is a desert experience.  For many of you this is an extra-busy time, with huge and very different 
demands consuming your attention.  This suggestion will not resonate for you. It is for those others of 
you who feel cut off from human contact and whose daily routines are now consumed with protecting 
yourself from the elements and getting enough food and sleep, and otherwise may be quite quiet.  
Those are similar to a desert experience.  Keller observes that God’s purpose was that He ‘could in the 
stillness and solitude and isolation of the desert convey His innermost thoughts and intentions’.  
Wouldn’t it be wonderful for believers to hear God’s voice like that!   

Let’s look at Jesus experience as recorded in Matthew 4:1-11.   

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the 
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 
serve him only.’” 
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 

(There are some echoes here of Chris’s comments last April from the parallel passage in Luke 4, which I 
listened to again before preparing this.)  The first temptation was for Jesus to make bread for Himself.  
Basically, it was a temptation to look after his immediate and obvious physical needs.  For me, and I 
suspect for many of you, those needs have been ‘top of mind’ these last few weeks.  Even in my initial 
prayers, that came across loud and clear.  Jesus response to Satan is that the Word of God is a more 
important preoccupation than bread.  Jesus is quoting from a passage reminding the people that God 
had looked after their physical needs, to teach them dependence and humility.  But God really wants us 
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to shift our focus to His Word and His will – just as in the experience of those special servants.  OK – 
that’s lesson one on how to reorient my prayers. 

The second temptation as recorded in Matthew was to jump off the highest point in the temple to prove 
to everyone that He was the Son of God.  Essentially it was a temptation to a spectacular quick fix, to a 
much easier solution than the one in store for Him – and to compromise with receiving a kind of 
adulation but not the repentance and faith He really wants.  I admit I’ve prayed for a quick solution to 
this disaster, and for one that is so dramatic that it will give people little choice but to recognize that 
God has intervened.  But neither of those things is really His style.  Jesus says not to test God – not to set 
your own parameters for how you want God to act.  Lamentations 3:26 says “It is good to wait quietly 
for the salvation of the Lord.”  Similarly, Revelation 13:10 says “This calls for patient endurance and 
faithfulness on the part of God’s people”. (I’m not suggesting this plague fits the Revelation 13 context, 
but the verse is appropriate.)  OK – lesson two is to pray for quiet patience to accept God’s timetable 
and method. 

The third temptation is for Jesus to gain the kingdom that Satan knows will be His, in a sense to achieve 
His purpose, but at the price of submitting Himself to Satan.  Suppose I’m right that part of God’s intent 
is to end the pandemic.  What will it look like if the solution is credited to Satan?  There are many verses 
of scripture that indicate that mankind’s fundamental sin is a lack of acknowledgement and submission 
to God.  In particular, it is a human failing to be too full of ourselves and to block out God.  Jeremiah 
9:23 points out a trinity of pride: wisdom, strength/power and riches.  I would suggest that Satan will get 
the credit – man himself will get the credit – if the pandemic is ended by brilliant scientists discovering a 
vaccine, by goverments enforcing compliance with isolation and quarantine and social distancing etc., or 
by foundations or governments spending billions on supplies, equipment, treatments and vaccines.  
While God does often use men as His agents to do good or do harm, He demands that they give Him the 
glory when that happens.  So, I would suggest that lesson three is to pray for solutions that give God the 
glory, not men. 

Keller reminds us that Jesus left the desert strong and full of power and authority to do His Father’s will.  
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if that is also true of His church when He ends this pandemic! 

Song: Where Does My Help Come From (Psalm 121) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwdi3pnQ4aQ 

Prayer:  Our Father God, we pray that you would end this pandemic and all of the damage it is doing to 
people you love for whom Jesus died.  Lord God, guide our feeble minds and hearts to pray in 
accordance with your will.  Forgive us for our self-sufficient attitudes and our weak faith.  Thank-you 
that there are believers around the world who are gathering before your throne to stand in the gap and 
plead with you – many of us more urgently than we ever have before.  Thank-you that there are seekers 
lifting their eyes to you.  Thank-you that there are those who were unbelievers turning to you.   

Give us this day our daily bread, but increase our hunger for the bread of Heaven, and feed us on Jesus. 

Lord God, while we want this to end soon, more than that we want whatever you want, in your time and 
your way.  Help us to wait quietly, not anxiously, for you.  Help us to grow in faith.  Thank-you for 
answered prayer.  Thank you that the power of the cross and the resurrection is particularly impressed 
on our minds right now.   

And while we imagine scientists working together to find a vaccine and then passing that to others to 
produce and distribute and deliver, Lord help us to recognize your fingerprints all over whatever your 
solution is.  As you have promised, please do not give your glory to another.  And, prepare us to testify 
powerfully to your salvation – from this and from our self-centredness.  Amen 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwdi3pnQ4aQ

