
It’s All About Me? 

Romans 12:10 

“Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honour one another above 

yourselves”. (NIV) 

Self-interest is usually, although not always, the natural human condition. As parents we 

spend considerable time teaching and showing our children to recognize the interests of 

others. One of my sisters, at age 3, often said, “When I are Boss...”. In contrast, our 

daughter, even when very young, demonstrated a consistent empathy for others.  

There’s a balance of course. While we want to foster a sense of “otherness” in our 

children, we also expect them to grow into independence and to nurture their own 

individuality. The imbalance may be seen when people try to do it all and be it all by 

themselves outside the context of community. We need both.  

We also see this in God’s plan for us. Jesus came to earth for me, and for you, as 

individuals. He died a brutal death on the cross and rose again for each of us. We accept 

His plan of salvation and choose to live for Him individually.  

And, God knows more about each of us as unique individuals than we can comprehend: 

“Luke 12:7. Indeed, the very hairs on your head are numbered. Don’t be afraid; 

you are worth more than many sparrows.” 

For God and our Christian life of faith and, indeed, the health of our society, our self-

interest must simply be a starting place. Of course we need to do our part, earn a living, 

care for our families, and remain healthy. But to do so to the exclusion of community and 

concern for others is to balkanize life; we are part of our family, church and societal 

communities and we must conduct ourselves accordingly. As the poet John Donne wrote: 

 “No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of the continent, a part 

 of the main… any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind.” 

As God’s children we are commanded, 

 “in humility, be moved to treat one another as more important than yourself. Each 

 should be concerned not only about your own interests, but about the interests of 

 others as well.” (Philippians 2:3-4) 

The idea of “community” stems from the root word defining commonality and unity. As 

community, in our church and in life, we have a shared commitment to certain tenets and 

values. As the Philippians reference and God’s plan demonstrate, there is room for and 

a beautiful balance in caring for others above our own interests.  

In this time of COVID-19 it’s often said that “we’re all in this together”. But, that’s true for 

all of life anyway.  



As we celebrate Easter in this difficult time may we always remember that we are part of 

God’s whole.  

Prayer: 

Father, thank you that you love and care for us as individuals, and may we honour our 

responsibility to care for others.” 

Hymn: 

Be Thou My Vision  

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, naught be all else to me save that thou art 

– thou my best thought by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my 

light.  
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