
                                                           Early Christmas Eve Service Reflection, December 24, 2016 
 
Based on the script composed for the early service Christmas Pageant and ‘The Story of the First Christmas’ 
  

Once there was someone who did and said such amazing things that people began to follow him wherever he went. 

 

Everything about this someone was so amazing that people dropped everything they were doing just to be with him. 

 

They dropped their fishing nets and their families so they could walk with and learn from him and be with him and others 

in the building of a different kind of world. 

 

Among other things, they learned firsthand what can happen when people show care and compassion for all people in all 

circumstances.  They learned that hungry people everywhere could be fed and that people living in poverty and 

homelessness could flourish when safe shelters were provided; and that people living with living with broken hearts and 

broken bodies might find healing and hope and freedom. 

 

These are just a few of the amazing things that began to happen as people began as more and more people began to 

travel with him. 

 

And these are some of the things we talk about whenever two or more are gathered which has been happening for lo 

more than 2000 years now! 

 

As followers in the Way this person taught, we continue to talk about some of the amazing and wonderful and confusing 

things he said whenever two or more were or are gathered together, like tonight. 

 

We continue to talk about and wonder what he meant when he said things like: 

 

I am the bread of life 

I am the vine and you are the branches 



I am the way, the truth, and the life. 

  

This person also said many more strange and wonderful things that people have thought about, prayed about, sung about 

and even acted on for years and years and years. 

 

But, before I get ahead of myself, we remember that  tonight we gather not to talk about and celebrate his adult life but 

his life at its very beginning-the night of this person‟s birth. 

 

Tonight we gather to sing and pray and if we pay really close attention to maybe even feel God‟s spirit dancing in our 

hearts as we remember and celebrate the very beginning of this amazing person‟s life. 

 

This is the night that some people would say „changed everything‟.   

 

It‟s the night when we celebrate the story that God came to us in the form of a newborn baby who would grow into a boy 

and then become the amazing and wonderful man so many people around the world and across the centuries have 

turned to for guidance, compassion, and hope.  

 

Its really an amazing story to think that our God, who is larger and wider and broader and deeper than we can ever ask or 

imagine would come to us in the form of a tiny baby, isn‟t it?!! 

 

As many of us know, babies need a lot of attention, care, patience, and love if they are going to grow into becoming self 

sufficient. 

 

And, this baby‟s parents, like all new parents, would have a lot of work to do in taking care of this new baby. 

 

We know from the story that the baby‟s parents were already exhausted after travelling for days and days and days. 

 

We know from the story that they were already stretched to the limits as parents living in a dangerous and uncertain world 

as they came to be counted among the citizens of their community at Bethlehem. 



 

Was it fair?  Well, no.   

 

But then, nothing was fair in that time or that place.   

 

Indeed, life is often not fair anywhere.   

 

Even here in our own times. 

 

But the good news is that the baby was going to be born in a place that was relatively warm and that the young family 

was not alone in his birthing. 

 

The story tells us there were angels, and shepherds, and kings and probably members of the local community there too. 

 

And there was light shining from the night sky in the midst of all this chaos and confusion on this night which we have 

come to know as a most holy night. 

   

Once there was a person who did and said amazing things in such a way that people dropped everything they were doing 

to be with him. 

 

This person, some people call “the Light of the World” and others call „Emmanuel‟ or „God- is- with-us‟ or others of us call 

„Jesus, the Christ‟.    

 

Some other names we find in the bible for this person are Wonderful Counsellor, Prince of Peace, and Jesus, the Christ.  

This is the one whose birthday we celebrate at Christmas.  

 

God‟s gobsmackingly amazing gift to the world in the frame of a  tiny baby born to a very young woman called Mary and 

a very committed but worried man called Joseph is what we celebrate at Christmas. 

   



Thank goodness  that  we have this story from our faith tradition to guide us in the short days and long nights of 

December and the frenzy of shopping and parties that dominate the festive season! 

 

Thank goodness for this story and all our stories from the bible that helps us to know that there is something more to 

Christmas than presents and gifts we can get from the store.    

 

Even though its getting late, and we, like Joseph and Mary and the baby in the manger might be feeling a little sleepy, let‟s 

keep thinking and wondering together about all these amazing and wonderful things that happened that first night at 

Bethlehem. 

 

Let‟s keep thinking about how all of this fits together like pieces of a larger puzzle as we celebrate and make merry with 

our friends and families during the festive season. 

 

Let‟s keep our ears, our eyes, our hearts, and our hands open and our feet ready to notice the signs of God‟s promise to 

be with us in the rustle of angel wings; in the voices of the angels‟ singing Glory to God; and in the excitement of the 

shepherds, the kings, and all the people gathered together in hope and love, and in readiness to celebrate the story of the 

birth of the  baby Jesus this Christmas Eve! 

 

May it be so!  Amen. 

 

 

  


