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April 29, 2016 

 

Dear Parent or Guardian of Students in Grade 4, 5, and 6: 

 

The Vancouver School Board is exploring the possibility of offering a district-wide User-Pay Elementary 

Band or Strings Program beginning in September 2016.  This program would be for interested students 

in the upper intermediate grades (Strings: Grades 5-7, Band: Grades 6-7) whose families are willing to 

pay for this complementary experience.  

 

The intent would be to provide these programs in schools where we have a minimum number of 

students (20) who have indicated an interest in participating.  If the minimum cannot be achieved at a 

particular site, then unfortunately, the program cannot be offered at that school. The fee to participate 

in the program for next year will likely be between $400 and $500 per year per student. The exact 

amount will be determined once we know how many students would be likely to participate and 

therefore how much teacher staffing would be required.  This fee covers band or strings instruction 

equivalent to two periods a week either during or adjacent to the regular school day.  It would be 

understood that students who participated in this program would be responsible for the other subject 

work that they may miss during class time.  The purchase or rental of the musical instrument 

(approximately $100) would also be the responsibility of the student. If the program were to go ahead 

in your school, payment for next year’s program would have to be made in full before the end of this 

school year.  

 

At this point, we are in the initial stages of gathering information and we will report back to the Board 

of Trustees regarding community interest and program feasibility in mid-May.  We will let parents 

know about the final decision in as timely a manner as possible.    

Please complete the survey before Wednesday, May 4, 2016  at either the following link: 

https://survey.vsb.bc.ca/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=n23I662 

 

 or on the next page of this letter and return it to the school before Wednesday, May 4, 2016. 

 



If you have more than one child currently in the Grade 4-6 range, please complete one form for each 

child. Thank you for your participation. 

School:  Queen Mary Elementary School   Family name: ______________________________ 

Child’s grade for 2016-2017 school year (next year). Please check: 

Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 

   

  

1.  Is your child currently participating in an optional Band or Strings program at his or her school? 

  

yes no 

  

  

2.  Please answer whichever question best applies to your current situation: 

A.  If your child currently participates in an 

optional Band or Strings program, would you 

like your child to continue in this program next 

year with the understanding that there would 

be an increased cost attached (likely $400-$500 

per year)? 

yes no 

  

 

B. If your child is not participating in an optional 

Band or Strings program this year, would you 

like your child to have this opportunity next 

year with the understanding that there would 

be a cost (likely $400-$500 per year) attached 

to the program? 

yes no 

  

3.  Would you be interested in having your child participate in a user-pay program but would require a 

financial assistance to do so? 

yes no 

  

 

4. Do you have a preference as to whether your school should offer a Band or Strings Program? Those 

schools that already offer a program would continue to offer the same type of program. 

 

Band Strings No Preference 

   

 

4.  Please feel free to share any additional comments that you may have. 


