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Easter 2020 
 
To the Dispersed Family of the Parish of St. Dunstan, 
 
Peace be with you! 
 
A long time ago our spiritual ancestors were sent away from their country to a land they did not know. They 
were exiled from their Temple to pray on riverbanks and in their new houses. Later, while some returned to their 
land and rebuilt the Temple, others remained in their new countries. They became known as the Diaspora, the 
Dispersed Ones. During this period of our ancestor’s spiritual journey, home or local prayers were developed. 
For some, the Temple became more of a symbol, less of a necessity. God, after all is not found in the Temple 
alone, but is everywhere. 
 
Then Jesus arrived. He prayed regularly at the Temple. But he also maintained a symbolic understanding of it. 
He understood the real Temple to be his Body. He was the place where God dwelt. The Apostle Paul later 
developed this belief. He called the People of the Church the Temple of God. He called individual Christians 
Temples of God. The Temple – the Church – is not a building. It is a people. 
 
I think we are learning this anew. 
 
I mean, we all knew this. Now we Know it. 
 
It is a great joy to me to see your faces on my computer screen each Sunday morning, each Wednesday Study 
Group, each Lectio Divina, each Parish Council Meeting, etc. 
 
We are apart from one another. We are exiled from our building. But we are still the Temple of God. 
 
As we continue this exile through the Easter season, please email one another, phone each other, text, send 
cards, Facebook, Instagram, do the things you need to do to reach out to the Temple of God. None of us is 
alone. Let’s remind each other continually. Please reach out to me if you have a special need or concern. 
 
One day we will return to the Temple made of wood and brick. Until then (and even after) we remain the flesh 
and blood temple God created us to be. 
 
I am very grateful for your continued giving to the Parish. Like all of you, I am thinking about the financial 
impact of this pandemic. While we have received a generous grant from the Diocese to help us through this 
time, I encourage everyone to move to Pre-Authorized Debit or CanadaHelps for their regular giving. If you 
need help with this move, please connect with Sherry at st.dunstans@telus.net. 
 
In celebration of the Resurrection of Christ, and in hope of our return from exile, I encourage you to make a 
special Easter offering through CanadaHelps this week. You can find a link to CanadaHelps on the GIVE 
section of our website. Your gift will help us continue our operations through this difficult time. Again, I am 
very grateful for your love, prayers and dedication. 
 
In Christ and with Love, 
 
 
 

p.s. Stay connected to the website to see  
updated information on our online gatherings! 
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