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St. Matthew Anglican Church
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Home Prayers
A Form of Prayer for Groups or Families

The Preparation

A candle or candles placed on the table or in the worship area may be lit. A plain cross by the
candle on the table is appropriate.  The one who lights them says one of the following:

Jesus said, “And if I am lifted up, I will draw the whole world to myself.”
WE WILL TAKE UP OUR CROSS AND FOLLOW HIM.

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you,
BECAUSE BY YOUR HOLY CROSS YOU HAVE REDEEMED THE WORLD.

Almighty God, by the suffering of your Son you have brought hope to the whole world. Help us
in our trials and be the strength of our human weakness, through Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN.

We’ll Sing in the Morning  CP 37

We’ll sing in the morning a song of creation,
Of your breath that stirs up the waters to birth;
And here at the fount of Christ’s mercy we join you,
Coheirs of heaven and stewards of your gracious earth.
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We’ll sing in the noontime a song of redemption:
How Naaman was cleansed in the flow of your grace; 
How, when we were sick, in our sin you released us
To laugh in health and dance in love before your face.

We’ll sing in the evening a song of your pastures,
Of rivers that gladden the city of God;
And when we arrived on the bank of our Jordan,
You’ll help us through its cold by fords your saints have trod.

Trisagion (sung x3) CP 707
HOLY GOD, HOLY AND MIGHTY, HOLY IMMORTAL ONE, 

HAVE MERCY UPON US.
The Collect

God of compassion, YOU CALL US OUT OF THE BINDINGS OF DEATH ON THIS, OUR RESURRECTION

DAY: MAKE US READY TO SURRENDER THE FEAR IN WHICH WE HIDE TO STEP INTO YOUR FUTURE ALIVE

AND UNASHAMED; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, THE LIFE OF THE WORLD.  AMEN.

The Proclamation of the Word

First Reading: Jolette Moeliker Exekiel 37:1-14

A reading from the book of Ezekiel,

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and
set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry.
He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know."  Then he
said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin,
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD."

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in
them.

Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus
says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that
they may live."  I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.'  Therefore prophesy, and say to
them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
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And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act," says the LORD.

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: WITH YOUR HELP, O LORD, WE WILL LISTEN

AND LIVE!

Psalm 130         Jolette Moeliker

1  Out of the depths have I called you, O Lord;

2 LORD, HEAR MY VOICE; LET YOUR EARS CONSIDER WELL THE VOICE OF MY SUPPLICATION.

3 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, O Lord, who could stand?

4 FOR THERE IS FORGIVENESS WITH YOU; THEREFORE YOU SHALL BE FEARED.

5 I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits for you; in your word is my hope.

6 MY SOUL WAITS FOR YOU, O LORD, MORE THAN SENTINELS FOR THE MORNING, MORE THAN

SENTINELS FOR THE MORNING.

7 O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy;

8 WITH WHOM THERE IS PLENTEOUS REDEMPTION, AND WHO SHALL REDEEM ISRAEL FROM ALL THEIR

SINS.

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER AND TO THE SON AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING IS

NOW AND EVER SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.

Second Reading:   Lara Hayward Romans 8:6-11

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans,

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.  For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law--
indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord is saying to us today: WITH YOUR HELP. O LORD, WE WILL LISTEN

AND LIVE!
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Gospel:     Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne John 11:1-45

The Lord be with you: AND ALSO WITH YOU.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John: GLORY TO YOU, LORD JESUS

CHRIST.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill.

So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill."  But when Jesus heard
it, he said, "This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of
God may be glorified through it."

Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to
the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?"

Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because
the light is not in them."

After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to
awaken him."  The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right."
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring
merely to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him."

Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die
with him."  When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.

Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.
Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him." Jesus said to her, "Your brother
will rise again."

Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."  Jesus
said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"
She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming
into the world."

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The
Teacher is here and is calling for you."  And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him.
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Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.

When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died."  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.

He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord, come and see."  Jesus began to
weep.  So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" But some of them said, "Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?"  Then Jesus, again greatly
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.

Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord,
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days."  Jesus said to her, "Did I not
tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?"

So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for
having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me."

When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  The dead man came
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, "Unbind him, and let him go."

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in
him.

The Gospel of Christ.  PRAISE TO YOU, LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Devotional Fr. Allen Doerksen
(pause for reflections)

Affirmation of Faith

We say together,

HEAR, O ISRAEL, THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE. 
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, WITH ALL YOUR MIND, AND

WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.
THIS IS THE FIRST AND THE GREAT COMMANDMENT.
THE SECOND IS LIKE IT:
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR AS YOURSELF. THERE IS NO COMMANDMENT GREATER THAN THESE.
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Prayers of the People Rev. Jennifer Burgoyne

Let us pray to God, the giver of life in this world and in his eternal Kingdom, saying, “Lord, hear
our prayer.”   LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Breathe new life into the Church. Break through our indifference and give us power to proclaim
Jesus as the Resurrection and the life.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We pray to you for our Christian family, especially for our congregations of St. Matthew and St.
Thomas and for our diocese of New Westminster, our Archbishop Melissa, and for all clergy.
We pray for all people around the world, and for the grace to grow in your love.  LORD, HEAR

OUR PRAYER.

Almighty God, you are the only source of health and healing; you alone can bring calmness and
peace during this time of uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 outbreak. Grant to us, your
children, a consciousness of your presence and a strong confidence in your love. Surround us
with your care and protect us by your loving might.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Bless the wilderness places of the world, where the springs of hope have become dry. Heal with
your life-giving Spirit all who are weighed down at this time of uncertainty and fear. Lead us, our
families and friends, in the way of true righteousness.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We pray to you for those in need, for the sick and the lonely, for the hurt and the frightened,
especially for Stella, Lily, Allyson, Fran, Henry, Ken, Anne, JD, Denise, Rev. Art and wife Gordi.
I invite you to name others who are on your mind either silently or out loud. - a period of
silence - Keep them steadfast in the hope and trust of your healing power.  LORD, HEAR OUR

PRAYER.

Confident in the promise that those who believe in Jesus Christ will live though they are dead,
we give thanks for all who have left their earthly body and entered in the greater life of the
Spirit. We especially pray for those families who are mourning the loss of loved ones from this
virus.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

Lord God, we thank you for all your blessings, for life and health, for laughter and fun,
for all our powers of mind and body, for our homes and the love of dear ones, for everything
that is beautiful, good and true. But above all we thank you for giving your Son to be our
Saviour and Friend. May we always find our true happiness in pleasing you and helping others
to know and love you.  LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYER.

We make our prayers in the name of Christ who has raised us from the death of sin to eternal
life.  AMEN.

Confession

Let us remember before God our selfish ways, the things we have done wrong, the sorrows we
have caused, the love we have not shown.

Silence for reflection is kept.



7Lent 5A March 29, 2020

MOST MERCIFUL FATHER, FORGIVE US OUR SINS AGAINST YOU AND AGAINST EACH OTHER.
STRENGTHEN US TO OVERCOME OUR WEAKNESSES, THAT WE MAY LIVE IN LOVE 

AS YOU WOULD HAVE US LIVE, FOR THE SAKE OF JESUS CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR.  AMEN.

Fill our hearts, O God, with your Holy Spirit that we may go forth this day in peace and joy,
serving you eagerly in all we do, for Jesus’ sake. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray,
OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, YOUR KINGDOM COME,
YOUR WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. FORGIVE US OUR

SINS AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US.
SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL, AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL.
FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER, AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS, NOW AND FOREVER. AMEN.

From the Falter of Breath     CP 489

From the falter of breath, through the silence of death,
To the wonder that’s breaking beyond,
God has woven a way, unapparent by day,
For all those of whom heaven is fond.

From frustration and pain, through hope hard to sustain,
To the wholeness here promised, there known,
Christ has gone where we fear and has vowed to be near
On the journey we make on our own.

From the dimming of light, through the darkness of night,
To the glory of goodness above,
God the Spirit is sent to ensure heaven’s intent
Is embraced and completed in love.

From today till we die, through all questioning why,
To the place from which time and tide flow,
Angels tread on our dreams, and magnificent themes
Of heaven’s promise are echoed below.

Conclusion and Dismissal

When your soul whispers of its deepest longings, may you quiet yourself to listen. May you
follow the path of yearning to the One who alone blends the uneven edges into a life of
meaning. May you meet and be united with God and give thanks for the whispers that led you
there.  In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  AMEN.

Let us go forth in peace to love and serve the Lord.  THANKS BE TO GOD.


