
Passover Information 
 

We are not experts in Jewish laws and traditions.  Our family has been blessed to include the 

Passover in our worship – in both Christian and Jewish formats.  We would love to share with you! 

 

What is Passover?   

Passover is the God-ordained remembrance of the miraculous deliverance of the Israelites from slavery 

in Egypt (read Exodus).  In Exodus 12:24-27, God's people were commanded to celebrate the feast: 

And you shall observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever. When you enter the 

land which the LORD will give you, as He has promised, you shall observe this rite. And when your 

children say to you, ‘What does this rite mean to you?’ you shall say, ‘It is a Passover sacrifice to the 

LORD who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but 

spared our homes.’”  NIV 

This emphasizes the need to both relive and retell the great story.  The Jewish Haggadah (the order of 

service for Passover) says “In every generation let each man look on himself as if he came forth 

personally from Egypt. WE WERE SLAVES TO PHARAOH IN EGYPT- "Had not HaShem taken us 

out from Egypt we would still have remained slaves.” 

 

What is a Seder? 

The word 'seder' means 'order' and refers to the ceremonial dinner celebrated during the feast of 

Passover.  This meal takes place on the first two nights of the week-long celebration.  There are certain 

foods and readings that tell the Passover story.  These include: 

 

The four cups: 

Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens 

of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an 

outstretched arm and with great acts of judgement. I will take you to be my people, and I will be your 

God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians. (Exodus 6:6-7 ESV) 

Four cups of wine (or grape juice) are served during the Seder.  Taken from the promise of God in 

Exodus 6:6-7, they are called the Cup of Sanctification – “I will bring you out from under the burdens 

of the Egyptians”; the Cup of Judgement or Deliverance- “I will deliver you from slavery to them”; the 

Cup of Redemption – “I will redeem you with an outstretched arm”; and the Cup of Praise or 

Restoration – “I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God”. 

At the Last Supper, Jesus did not drink the last two cups as they would not be fully fulfilled until His 

death, resurrection and especially His second coming.  “I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the 

vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom."  Matthew 26:29 

Passover Lamb: 

Central to Passover is the sacrificial lamb.  It had to be a perfect male, young, without blemish.  It was 

to be raised in the house for a week before being taken to the Temple to be examined and killed by the 

priests.  This is symbolic of Jesus, our sacrifice.  He was without sin, in His prime, lived daily 

surrounded by His disciples, was examined and questioned by the priests and teachers of the Law (both 

in and out of the Temple), and was killed on the same day and died at the time of the sacrifice of 

Passover lambs.  Isaiah mentions Him as a lamb going to slaughter; and John calls Him the “Lamb of 

God”.  Jewish people would have immediately recognized the significance. 

After the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, lambs were no longer sacrificed.  Instead a lamb's shank 

bone was displayed whole on a special plate to represent the sacrifice.   



Unleavened bread:  Unleavened bread is specifically ordained by God for this week.  It is very 

important.  In Kosher homes, there are three complete sets of kitchenware (everything for preparation, 

cooking and eating) to avoid cross-contamination:  for meat, for dairy and for Passover.  Before the 

start of Passover, all leavened products and all forms of leaven must be removed from the house.  Some 

families have the children search for the last bit, purposely hidden, and have a special ritual to dispose 

of it.  There are even prayers to cover any hidden contaminate that might have been missed. 

Passover Matzoh (bread) is made from specially grown wheat (the best available) that is harvested and 

stored under special Passover kosher rules.  Because grain will naturally ferment if wet, the grain is 

stored in special conditions to prevent any moisture and checked regularly.  Passover matzoh is made 

with this flour mixed with water and baked immediately before fermentation can occur (and they have 

this timed to the minute!).  In order for the bread to bake so quickly, it is thinly rolled (leaving stripes) 

and pierced (Isaiah 53:5).  It represents the poverty of slaves and the haste with which they fled. 

During the Seder, three pieces of matzoh are placed by the leader's plate.  He takes the middle one, 

blesses it and breaks it.  Part is passed to all present, the other is wrapped in a cloth and hidden until the 

end of the dinner, when it is found by the children and received with joy (and sometimes a prize).  This 

represents Jesus, the second member of the Trinity.  When Jesus declared, “This bread is my body,”  He 

meant it!  He is the true sacrifice, given to us all, buried for three days, then resurrected and received 

with joy.  Jesus also used leaven as a symbol of sin in our lives.  We, too, are to search out and repent of 

all sin, to accept Jesus' sacrifice on our behalf, to believe in the resurrection promise and await His 

coming with joy. 

Charoset:  A mixture of fruit, nuts and wine (we use apples, raisins, and grape juice), Charoset 

represents the mortar used to construct the buildings built by the slaves in Egypt.  It is eaten in the meal 

to represent both the hard life of slaves and the sweetness of freedom. 

 

Bitter herbs:  These are eaten dipped in salty water to represent the bitterness and tears of years of 

slavery.  Then they are eaten with the sweet Charoset and Matzoh to represent freedom from slavery. 

 

The Questions: 

We are commanded to answer questions about the observance of Passover (Exodus 12:26).  God 

recognizes the natural curiosity of children and directs parents to teach their children to love, honour 

and obey Him.  The Seder includes four questions to be asked by the children of the house.  Some 

traditions have the youngest ask them all; some have different children ask so more can participate.  

The answers tell the story of Passover.  The main question is: Why is this night different from other 

nights?  The four questions are:  Why do we eat unleavened bread?  Why do we eat bitter herbs?  Why 

do we dip our herbs?  Why do we eat reclining? 

 

The Seder also includes a leisurely festive meal, prayers and singing praise songs. 

This is the most important holiday meal of the Jewish year.  There are many special Passover dishes 

from many different traditions.  At home, we usually have matzoh ball soup, gefilte fish, roast chicken, 

potato and root vegetable casseroles, and a fancy dessert made without leaven or regular flours.  It is 

fun to look at special cookbooks (available at the library or online) to pick new dishes to try.  We do not 

keep Jewish dietary laws, but enjoy the Passover traditions. 

There are certain songs and psalms included in a Jewish Haggadah.  We have added some other 

Christian praise songs we feel are appropriate. 

 

We hope you will join us for the Passover.  We would love to share this special meal with you.   

Please let us know if you have any questions!  The Blenkin family 


