
SBF Family Passover Seder 

 

All gather around the tables and stand quietly.  The mothers at each table will light the candles, as it is 

the Jewish mother's privilege to light the Sabbath candles. 

 

Mother:  The traditional prayer of the mother in a Jewish family as she lights the feast day candles 

before the meal is this:  “Blessed are You, O Lord God, King of the Universe, who has sanctified us by 

your commandments and has ordained that we kindle the Passover lights.  Blessed are You, O Lord our 

God, who has kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to this season.  May our homes be 

consecrated, O God, by the light of Your countenance, shining on us in blessing and peace.   Amen” 

 

Everyone is seated. 

 

Leader:  Welcome!  Tonight is a very special night, we are going to share a dinner called the Passover 

Seder.  This is the meal that Jesus shared with His disciples the night before He died. 

There will be special foods, practices and Scripture readings that will remind us of two very special 

stories.  The first took place many years before Jesus.  God commanded that we meet together and that 

the adults tell the children how God delivered Moses and the Hebrews out of Egyptian slavery.   

We will also be talking about another story, about Jesus.  The story of how God delivered the Hebrew 

people was a picture of how Jesus would come and die for our sins.  If you listen carefully, you will 

hear how they are so alike. 

 

Man:  This is Holy Week, a time that joins the Old and New Testaments.  1400 years before Jesus, the 

Hebrews were enslaved in Egypt.  Theirs was a literal slavery, but symbolizes for us the life of sin into 

which we are all born.  God had a plan.  He gave a feast – the Passover – to point backward to the 

freedom He gave from slavery in Egypt and to point forward to the freedom that would come through 

our Saviour. 

 

Leader:  There will be four times we will drink during this service, two before and two after dinner.  

These four cups represent the four ways God promised to help the Hebrew people: 

1. “I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians” the cup of Sanctification or 

setting apart. 

2. “and I will deliver you from their bondage” the cup of Judgement 

3. “and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgements”  the cup of 

Redemption, 

4. “and I will take you to me for a Nation and I will be to you a God.”  the cup of the Kingdom. 

 

All fill their glass and stand holding it. 

Leader:  Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine.  

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe who has chosen us from all peoples, and raised us 

above all nations, and sanctified us with Your commandments.  You have given us, O Lord our God, 

with love, festivals for happiness, holidays and seasons for rejoicing, as this Festival of Passover, the 

season of our freedom, a holy assembly, in remembrance of the Exodus from Egypt and our final 

freedom from sin through the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Blessed are You, O Lord  our God, who 

has kept us alive and sustained us and brought us to this season.  Amen 

 

Everyone is seated and takes a drink of juice while reclining on the left side. 

 

All fathers wash their hands but do not say a blessing. 



Leader:  This vegetable is meant to symbolize the lowly state of the Hebrew people, the salt water 

symbolizes their tears in slavery.  May we also remember that Jesus wept over His people. 

Leader takes a piece of parsley and dips it into the salt water and passes the plate around the table.  

Everyone takes a piece of parsley and dips it in the water. 

 

All:  “ Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the earth.” 

Everyone eats the parsley. 

 

Father: (holds up the plate of matzoh)  The three pieces of matzoh represent the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.  We will break the middle piece as Jesus was broken for us.  It will be wrapped in cloth as Jesus 

was wrapped to be buried, and brought forth again as Jesus came back to life. 

 

The Fathers take the middle matzoh from the plate and break it, leaving half there between the other 

two pieces.  The other half is wrapped in a cloth for later. 

 

The juice glasses are refilled. 

 

Man:  Now we tell what God did to free the slaves from Egypt.  God raised up Moses to lead the 

people to freedom.  Moses went to Pharaoh, saying “God says, 'Let my people go.'”  When Pharaoh 

wouldn't listen, God sent plagues on Egypt. 

 

Leader:  As we read each of the plagues, we will dip our finger into our glass and place a drop on our 

plates.  This shows that our happiness is lessened by knowing people suffered under these plagues. 

 

All:  Blood, Frogs, Lice, Flies, Disease, Boils, Hail, Locusts, Darkness, Death of the Firstborn. 

 

Man:  After nine of these plagues, God told Moses to tell the people that each man was to take a lamb 

for his family. The lambs had to be one-year old males, without any sickness or blemishes.  They were 

to kill the lambs and put some of the blood on the sides and tops of the door frames of the house.  That 

night, they were to eat the lamb, roasted, with bitter herbs and unleavened bread.  They were to eat it 

with their cloaks tucked into their belts, their sandals on their feet and their walking stick in their hand.  

They had to be ready to leave Egypt! 

God said that on that night, He would pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn – both men 

and animals.  When He saw the lamb's blood on the doorposts, He would pass over that house and not 

harm anyone in that house. 

The next day, Pharaoh called Moses and told him the Hebrews could leave!  God performed many 

more miracles as the Hebrews left Egypt and as they made their way to the Promised Land. 

 

Man:  When John saw Jesus coming, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 

world.”  John 1:29.  Jesus is our Passover Lamb.  He was without sin and died in our place. 

 

Leader:  (lifts his cup)  Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of 

the vine.  Amen.   

Everyone drinks. 

 

Leader:  This is the cup of Judgement.    When Jesus prayed in the garden, He prayed that this cup 

would pass from Him.  He knew the will of God was that He would be judged for all our sins.  He 

drank the cup of Judgement, so we will not have to. 



All Fathers wash their hands. 

 

Tim B:  Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who sanctified us with His 

commandments and  commanded us to observe the washing of hands. 

 

Man:  God commanded that when we eat this Passover meal, we are to teach our children what God has 

done for us.  The Seder uses questions and answers to explain the story. 

 

Child:  Why is this night different from all other nights? 

 

Man:  Jewish teaching says, “In every generation, a man must regard himself as if he personally came 

out of Egypt.”  Therefore we are bound to give thanks and praise Him who did all these wonders.  

Exodus 12:26-27 says, “And when your children ask you, 'What does this ceremony mean to you?',  

then tell them, 'It is the the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites 

in Egypt and spared our homes when He struck down the Egyptians.' “ 

Exodus 13:8 says, “On that day, tell your son, 'I do this because of what the Lord did for me when I 

came out of Egypt.'” 

We who follow Christ know that just as God rescued the Hebrews from slavery in Egypt, so He has 

redeemed us through the cross:  “But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves 

of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life.  For the wages of sin is 

death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Romans 6:22, 23. 

 

Child:  Why do we eat only unleavened bread this night, when on other nights we eat any bread? 

 

Father:  (holds up a piece of matzoh)  This is unleavened bread, it is flat.  It is the bread of affliction. 

The Hebrews left Egypt very quickly and didn't have time to wait for their bread to rise.  Leavening is 

also a symbol for sin.  This bread is a picture of Jesus, who was without sin.  Jesus said, “I am the 

bread of life.  Your fathers ate manna in the wilderness and are dead.  This is the bread that comes 

down from heaven, that a man may eat and not die.  Whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the 

bread I give is my flesh, which I give for the life of the world.”  John 6:48-51 

The matzoh is passed around the table.  Everyone takes a piece and eats it. 

 

Child:  Why do we eat bitter herbs tonight, when on other nights we eat other vegetables? 

 

Father:  Our fathers were slaves in Egypt.  Their lives were made bitter by heavy burdens.  We, as 

Christians, do not hesitate to share this bitterness as a reminder of Jesus' passion and death, or to recall 

that He said, “And whoever does not carry his cross and follow cannot be my disciple.” 

The plate of bitter herbs is passed around the table.  Everyone takes a piece and eats it. 

 

Child:  Why do we dip our vegetables on this night, when on other nights we do not dip them? 

 

Father:  The charoset is like the mortar the Hebrews used as slaves.  We dip the bitter herbs in sweet 

jam as a sign of hope.  Our fathers were able to withstand the bitterness of slavery because of the hope 

of freedom.  We who are Christians know that by sharing in the sufferings of Jesus, we will also share 

in His glory. 

The plate is passed around the table.  Everyone takes a piece of herb, dips it in the jam and eats it. 

 

Child:  Why do we eat tonight reclining or in a fancy way, when on all other nights we eat sitting? 

 



Man:  We are now free, not slaves.  So we eat in leisure, with ceremony. 

 

THE FESTIVAL MEAL IS EATEN! 

 

Leader: (holds up the reserved piece of matzoh) This is known as the Afikomen, what comes after.  In 

some houses, the Afikomen is hidden and the children search for it, getting prizes.  Just as Jesus was 

raised from the dead, this bread reappears at the end of the meal with rejoicing. 

The bread is passed around the table.  Everyone takes a bit and eats it. 

 

The cups are refilled. 

 

All:  Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Who provides good for the whole world in 

His goodness with grace, lovingkindness and mercy.  Amen. 

 

Leader:  Blessed are You, Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine. 

 

All drink the third cup. 

 

Leader:  While His disciples were drinking the third cup, the Cup of Redemption, Jesus said,  "Drink 

from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness 

of sins.  But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I 

drink it new with you in My Father's kingdom."  Matthew 26:27-29 

 

Leader:  We will now share some praise songs. 

 

*    *    *    * 

The fourth cup is poured. 

 

Leader:    Blessed are You, King of the Universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.  Amen.   

It is traditional to pour a cup of wine for Elijah and to open the door for him as he is expected to return 

at Passover.  We know that John the Baptist was the returning Elijah, heralding the coming of the 

Messiah.  So our Elijah cups are empty. 

 

All drink the fourth cup. 

 

All:  Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the Universe, Creator of all living things.  We thank you 

for all You have created to sustain us.  Blessed be the Eternal.  Amen. 

 

Leader:  The traditional end to the Seder is this prayer for Israel.  May we pray it also for the salvation 

of the whole world: 

 

  The Passover Seder is ended, according to custom and law 

  As we were worthy to celebrate it this year, so may we perform it in future years. 

  O Pure One in heaven above, Restore the myriad assemblies of Israel. 

  Speedily lead Your redeemed people to Zion in joy! 

 

All:  NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM! 


