
Exegetical Notes for May 2018 

 

This month's Lectionary Notes were written by the Rev. Clara King, 

Rural Missioner and Rector of St. George Calgary 

 

May 6, 2018 – Easter 6 

 

John 15:9-17 - "Abide in my love." 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

In John's Gospel, abiding in God / abiding in Jesus is a major theme.  At Jesus' 

baptism, the Holy Spirit descends on Jesus and "abides" or "rests" upon him.  When 

Jesus asks John's disciples who are tagging along behind him in curiosity, "what do you 

want?", they reply, "where are you abiding?" and they go and abide with him for the day.  

Jesus says, "whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me and I in them".  

But this word (meno in Greek) also means simply "to stay there".  Jesus "abides" with all 

kinds of people and in all kinds of villages during his ministry.  

 

It is against this background that we then reach Jesus' farewell discourse in chapters 

14-17, and the theme of "abiding in" Jesus and God becomes a deeply spiritual theme: 

we are to abide in Jesus just as Jesus abides in God; and we are to abide in Jesus' 

love, just as Jesus abides in God's love.  Notice that Jesus talks about this as if it is a 

place to live.  Jesus says that his kingdom is not of this world - a kingdom is a place; 

and now Jesus talks about the love of the Father and the Son as if it is a place where 

we should be living - as if this is his kingdom, and we are, and should be, citizens.  It is 

a place we could live all the time, regardless of where we are.  

 

If we look around our lives, are there "places" where we live more in the love of Christ, 

and "places" where we live less in the love of Christ?  Are there corners of our lives or 

our daily habits where we could learn to draw closer to the love of Christ?  What would it 

look like to bring more and more of our lives - more and more of our daily activities and 

actions - under the banner of Christ's love?  And what about your congregation's life?  

How much of everything that you do together "abides" in Christ's love?  Where are the 

places that need healing and redeeming?  Are you called to express the love of Christ 

to your congregation and lovingly identify a way you can grow closer to Christ, together?  

Or perhaps you may be called to celebrate how you have abided in Christ's love 

together during a recent circumstance.  Ask God to give you a clear sense of call for 

how to preach this message for your congregation. 
Commentary for this passage: 

Abingdon New Testament Commentary 



May 13, 2018 – Ascension  

 

Luke 24:44-53 - "They stayed continually at the temple, praising God" 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

Perhaps nothing so dramatically illustrates the transformation of the disciples as the last 

line in the Gospel of Luke: they willingly go back to the temple, and begin witnessing to 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

Remember that the temple authorities were the ones who conspired to have Jesus 

killed.  Remember that the disciples (Peter especially) were afraid for their very lives if 

they were known as Jesus' disciples by the temple authorities.  And we have to 

remember also that the reason the temple authorities engendered such fear was 

because the Romans expected them to keep the peace, and much worse things would 

happen (and did happen in 70 AD) if the Romans took matters into their own hands.  It 

was an environment fraught with fear, in which Jesus was bubbling up like a well that 

could not be kept down.  And now his disciples, who had been so terrified have become 

that wellspring of hope.  Now we see the joy and faith and fearlessness of God bubbling 

up in their lives, irrepressibly: even at the heart of all these terrorizing geopolitics, the 

temple itself. 

 

To put it in much more mundane terms: having been bullied and terrified, they now walk 

joyously onto the bullies' home turf, and unafraid, begin preaching the good news that 

the bullies' reign of terror is over.   

 

Fear is a genuine aspect of our lives of faith.  Fear helps us notice danger, and protect 

ourselves from harm.  But every part of our lives can be a site for God's transforming 

grace - including our fear.  In church life there are a good variety of things we can be 

afraid of just now.  We can be afraid of our declining numbers.  We can be afraid of the 

changing culture around us.  We can be afraid of what will happen if there's no one to 

carry on our traditions.  These are all reasonable things to be afraid of.  And yet, God is 

also in the business of healing fears.   

 

God does not heal our fears by showing us how foolish they are - after all, the disciples 

were rightly and justly terrified of Roman state terrorism.  The fears can be real and 

important.  Rather, God works deep within us, if we let him, so that our lives are not 

chained by our fears; so that we can look for hope, and possibility, and notice the range 

of choices we actually do have.   

 



Equally so for our congregations.  The things we may be afraid of may well be real and 

justified.  What would it look like to take our fears seriously, name them, and ask God to 

heal our fears?  Is there a particular fear in your congregation's life that you're called to 

compassionately name and lift up to God for healing?  Is there a time in your life or your 

congregation's life when you've experienced transformation around a fear?  For those 

who have worked with Michael Harvey, this might be a great opportunity to share stories 

about overcoming the fear of inviting someone to church!   

 

 
Commentary for this passage: 

New Interpreter's Bible Commentary 

  



May 20, 2018 – The Day of Pentecost 

 

John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 - The gift of the Holy Spirit 
 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

Jesus says, "very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away." [v. 7]  Almost 

none of us would agree with Jesus on this point.  Imagine the disciples, sitting at the last 

supper with Jesus and hearing these words.  It's not recorded in the Biblical narrative, 

but I'm pretty sure Peter at least tried to argue with Jesus on this one.  In some ways we 

could say this is because they had learned (or rather, were still learning!) to be 

disciples, but they weren't yet ready to be apostles. 
 

A disciple is one who follows, who lives with a master and learns from them very 

intensively - from every word and action, at every meal, how they live, and breathe and 

act.  It requires proximity.  An apostle, on the other hand, is one who is sent out; now 

the master is no longer leading directly; they're entrusted to follow instructions and 

represent the master at distance.  Jesus knew that he needed to send them out, and he 

knew that as long as he was there, they would always, only, want to follow. 
 

It's an odd thing to realize that Jesus wants us to do more than follow.  If we could, we'd 

let Jesus do everything and we'd happily watch in awe and wonder.  But for our own 

good, Jesus pushes us onward, saying, in effect, "get out there, and be my hands and 

feet."  Jesus calls us to do more than watch in awe and wonder - Jesus calls us to be 

active in living out our faith!  And Jesus equips us with the Holy Spirit to help us figure 

out just how to do that faithfully. 
 

The next 50% of the liturgical calendar deals with the question of what happens next.  

What happens when we, the faithful people of God, try to live our faith in the world and 

spread the message of Jesus' incarnation, life and ministry, death and resurrection?  

That's how the liturgical calendar works: God acts first (Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, 

Lent, Easter, Pentecost), and then in joyful, faithful obedience, we try to figure out how 

to respond.   
 

The Feast of Pentecost is a great opportunity to begin asking, "how do we respond in 

faith in our personal lives? in our workplaces? on our farms and ranches? with our 

children? in our community? in our congregational life?"  And the Season of Pentecost, 

beginning now, and stretching all the way until November 25, offers an incredible 

opportunity for a preaching series on how God is calling to us to live out our faith.   

 

Commentary Links for this passage: Interpreting Biblical Texts: The Gospel and Letters of John - a great 

section on the Holy Spirit and the promise of new life in the Gospel 



May 27, 2018 – Trinity Sunday 

 

John 3:1-17 - Nicodemus visits Jesus 

 

Thoughts for Reflection: 

 

I always feel sorry for Nicodemus in this story.  He comes to Jesus with a genuine 

curiosity about who Jesus is and what Jesus has been doing and what Jesus' signs 

mean - imagine how frustrating Jesus' responses must have been for him.   Now we 

know that "being born of water and the Spirit" is an image of baptism, but how could 

Nicodemus know that?  Now we know that being born again is an image of finding new 

life in Christ, but Nicodemus would have had no way of finding that out.  

 

As the dialogue goes on, Nicodemus gets more and more confused.  "How can this 

be?", he asks.  "I don't understand."  And Jesus doesn't enlighten him.  If you read to 

the end of the scene in verse 21, we don't hear what happens to Nicodemus in the end.  

It is as if Jesus simply walks off into a new scene, leaving Nicodemus standing behind, 

utterly confused. 

 

Why might Jesus do this?  It's easy to get bound up in Jesus' famous pronouncement in 

3:16, but I encourage you to explore the drama of this interplay between Jesus and 

Nicodemus as if you were watching it unfold right in front of you, in real life.  The 

spotlight is not going to shift onto Jesus and leave everything else in the darkness as he 

makes his beautiful proclamations and then leaves everyone else behind as he walks 

offstage.  Jesus is speaking to Nicodemus, for a reason, because of what he knows is 

going on in Nicodemus' heart.  So, what does this interaction tell us about what Jesus 

sees, and knows, and decides to do? 

 

Let's imagine that Nicodemus comes looking for information before making a major life 

decision - whether to become a follower of Jesus or not.  Why doesn't Jesus give him a 

chance to ask plainly, and then respond to him in plain language? I really encourage 

you to explore this question for yourself.  

 

Here is my hypothesis: Jesus knows that answers to question isn't actually what 

Nicodemus needs in order to make this decision.  Maybe Jesus knows that deciding 

whether to be a disciple or not isn't a decision that we make with our heads.   

  

What if Jesus deliberately leaves Nicodemus' curiosity unsatisfied.  To know more, 

Nicodemus will have to follow.  And sure enough, Jesus' strategy worked: in John 7:50 

we see Nicodemus quietly advocating for Jesus against the Sanhedrin; and in John 



19:39 Nicodemus goes with Joseph of Arimathea to dress Jesus' body with spices for 

burial.  In both cases, Nicodemus is named as the one "who had first come to Jesus by 

night" - and now we see him steadily stepping out into the daylight as a disciple of 

Christ. 

  

If this is why Jesus gave Nicodemus only riddles - to encourage him to follow first, and 

trust that understanding would come later - the early Church followed Jesus' pattern of 

making disciples.  In the early Church, a new Christian learned to live as a Christian 

first, and then the understanding would follow later, taught by mature Christians in Bible 

study, catechesis, instruction, and eventually Baptism and then the Eucharist.  The early 

Christians were convinced that none of these sacred mysteries could be understood 

without the habits and patterns of living as a Christian.  The message basically was, 

"persevere, and trust."  Trust that the understanding will come.  Trust that there's a 

reason you can't simply have all the information now.  And don't be overwhelmed by 

that.  Just persevere. 

  

And maybe that's not only the case when you're a new Christian.  Maybe we go through 

phases like that, when we have to trust that the understanding will come; when we have 

to trust that there's a reason why we can't have all the information now. 

 

And here we have a preachable message: each of us have times in our lives when we 

are called to trust that understanding will come later.  We always want to understand 

why things happen, or what will happen next, or be reassured about which way God is 

leading.  Those can be stressful times.  How can we encourage one another to 

persevere and trust that understanding will come?  How does trust show up in your faith 

life?  What about your congregation's faith life?  

 

Another way to preach this message is in regard to Trinity Sunday.  The Trinity is 

something a lot of people genuinely don't understand.  Yet it powerfully shapes our lives 

of faith.  Can you notice how our Trinitarian faith touches your life of discipleship?  Is 

there something to be said for trusting and following, even when we don't understand - 

and looking for understanding to dawn years later? 

 
Commentary for this passage: 

Abingdon Bible Commentary 

 


