
 
 

Look to Jesus for Significance  -  April 5, 2020 
 

OPEN 

 
A pandemic insurance package worth a reported $141 million will allow 
Wimbledon to recoup at least some of the losses it suffered because of the 
cancellation of the 2020 tournament because of the coronavirus.  According 
to Darren Rovell of The Action Network, Wimbledon reportedly paid $2 million 
a year for pandemic insurance for the last 17 years. As a result, because of the 
cancellation of this year’s event as a result of the coronavirus, Wimbledon will 
receive $141 million.  While the $141 million will soften the blow, it’s still a 
sizable loss of revenue — according to the Daily Mail, this year’s tournament 
was expected to generate $309 million in revenue.  (Boston Globe online) 
 
Insurance is certainly an interesting product.  It is one of those things that you 
buy, hoping never to have to use it!  Insurance is designed to protect us when 
we are exposed to the harm of natural disaster or expensive litigation.  We 
insure to be assured!  But where do we find assurance for our lives?  What 
assures us that all will be well in view of a global pandemic?  And at an even 
deeper level how do we find assurance that we are forgiven and cleansed? 
 
The answer is “look to Jesus!”  We need to fully reckon with and take stock of 
who He is – and what He has accomplished for us.  Because today is Easter, 
there is perhaps no more fitting occasion to think about what Jesus 
accomplished through His death, burial and resurrection. 
 
Jesus Christ’s victory over death brings assurance to our lives!  In Hebrews 10 
there is a lengthy explanation about the way in which Jesus sacrifice for our 
sins completes what the old system of sacrifices could never do.  In fact, the 
practice of ritual and sacrifice in the Old Testament is called an “icon” or in our 
translations, a “shadow”.  It was but a picture of what Jesus would come to 
fulfill through His death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
 

OPEN 

 
Read Hebrews 10:19-25  
 
There are three important benefits to believers because they have been given 
assurance through the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus! 
 
 

1. Purchased  -  vv. 19-20 
 
When we “look to Jesus” for our salvation, we accept the reality that 
forgiveness is purchased by His blood.  Nothing we do can ever earn us a 
place in heaven.  When we agree with God that we are by nature a sinner – 
then accept what the blood of Jesus can do, we are saved.  We receive 
eternal life both in the now, and in eternity. 
 
Consider the cost of our salvation!  Hebrews 9:22b, “without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness”.  This removes fear – we have access “beyond 
the veil” which was torn on Good Friday as Jesus died!  We are purchased!  
Paul put it quite bluntly when he wrote to the Christians in Corinth.  Read I 
Corinthians 6:19-20 to see how our lives should reflect the fact that we are 
God’s purchased possession. 
 
Some might argue that one should never feel possessed by another.  But there 
is something very wonderful about being God’s treasured possession.  Major 
Ian Thomas in his book The Saving Life Of Christ (Zondervan, 1961) 
explains,  
 

You will have become totally dependent upon the life of Christ within you, 
and never before will you have been so independent, so emancipated from 
the pressure of your circumstances, so released at last from that self-
distrust which has made you at one moment an arrogant, loud-mouthed 
braggart, and the next moment the victim of your own self-pity….You will 
be free from the tyranny of a defeated enemy within.  You will become 
more than conqueror, for even death itself is conquered by His life….You 
will be restored to your true humanity – to be the human vehicle of the 
divine life.  Your faith will open the windows of heaven, for God will move in 
to do the impossible…  (16) 

 
 

2. Empowered  -  vv. 21-22 
 
Sin and guilt destroy confidence.  Bound up in self-destructive behaviour brings 
weakness and suffering.  But God’s grace restores us to a life of boldness and 
power.  Now there are many people out there who will tell you that you can find 
the power deep within…but that is not the truth of the matter. 
 
What is the source of our power?  It is this new, resurrection life of Christ which 
cleanses and literally “bathes” our hearts!  Of course, being cleansed from 
contaminants is on all our minds these days!  COVID-19 has made us sensitive 
to sanitizing!  You will not feel empowered if you are exposed to COVID-19.  
How much more will we be victimized and succumb to sin unless we are 
sanitized by the Spirit of God!  See Titus 3:5-6.  So robust is this cleansing that 
we are even empowered in the face of persecution.  The first readers of 
Hebrews were facing great trials and were told “do not throw away your 
confidence.” (see Hebrews 10:35) 
 
 

https://www.google.ca/amp/s/www.bostonglobe.com/2020/04/08/sports/pandemic-insurance-package-will-allow-wimbledon-recoup-141-million-per-report/%3foutputType=amp


3. Transformed  -  vv. 23-25 
 
The third aspect of assurance is that we are changed and transformed.  The 
cleansing of our conscience leads to a new lifestyle.  Because our conscience 
is clean we hold new values which leads to new activity.  Do you see the 
“salad” in this passage?  There is a lot of “let us”!   
 

v. 22   let us approach or draw near to God in sincerity 
   
v. 23   let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
 
v. 24   let us consider how to incite each other to good works 
 
v. 25   let us [implied] not forsake gathering together 

 
However, none of these lifestyle changes are possible if we cannot be assured 
of what Jesus has accomplished for us.  Without the resurrection of Jesus, 
these commands would be just a heavy weight of moralism!  It is only based 
upon what Jesus has accomplished. 
 
 Read Hebrews 10:12, 14, 18 
 
 

REFLECT 

 
Do you live with assurance?  If not, then perhaps the most important question 
for you on this Resurrection Day is “do you believe this?”  This is the question 
that Jesus posed to His friend Martha in John 11:26. 
 
In the previous verse, Jesus had made this amazing claim:  “I am the 
resurrection and the life; he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live.”  Do you believe this? 
 
How can you more deeply look to Jesus? 
 

• Complete a Bible study such as “Who Is This Jesus” or read the 
Gospel of John.  Email us and we’ll get you a copy of these materials. 

 

 

• Online, you check out powerful stories called “In Pursuit of Jesus” in 
which host Rasool Berry travels to several different parts of the globe 
to understand how Jesus impacts different cultures.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

• Personalize and pray the prayer of Ephesians 1:15-21 
 
 

15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the 

Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, 16 I have not 

stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 

wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 

better. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 

he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in 

his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us 

who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 

strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the 

dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 

realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and 

dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the 

present age but also in the one to come. 

 

https://inpursuitofjesus.net/2020/02/12/easter/?utm_source=go-odb-org-easter&utm_medium=link&utm_campaign=inpursuitofjesus

