
August 2019 – Year C 
 

 

**Please note, that I used the New American Standard Bible (NASB) in preparing these comments** 

 

Eighth Sunday in Pentecost (Proper 18) – August 4 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 

Colossians 3:1-11 
 

1) What role does the word “if” play in v.1? 
 How would you rephrase this? 
 What point is Paul trying to make? 
 

2) What are we told is true about us in vv 1-4? 
 In the same verses, what are asked to do in light of these truths? 

 

3) Theologians tell us that in scripture “the indicative always proceeds the imperative.” 
This means that what God has done for us, what is true (the indicative) is the basis for what 
God asks us to do, for the commands of God (the imperative.) How does this change how we 
see God's commands/requirements? Does it help with motivation? With our strategies? How 
is the indicative related to the imperative? 

 

4) V. 10 provides a key to the process of “putting off...” and “putting on...”  The dynamic 
for this process is “being renewed in a true knowledge...” The key is renewal through 
accurate/true/real knowledge about God and His work in Jesus. This is a theme in the New 
Testament, compare the parallel passage in Ephesians 4:22-24—esp. v. 23, or Paul's famous 
statement of the principle in Romans 12:1 
 What difference does this “key” make as we seek to walk in the newness we have in 
Jesus? 
 

 



 

Ninth Sunday in Pentecost (Proper 19) – August 11 
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40  

 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 

1) S. T. Coleridge says that faith is related to its object (to what is believed) as the acorn 
is related to the oak tree or as a boy is related to the man he will become. What does this 
mean? Is this what scripture tells us in v. 1? This is the only definition of faith in scripture, how 
does it help us as we think about faith, about having faith, about being faithful? 

 

2) How does faith lead to approval with God, v. 2? (You may want to look at v. 6, the 
lectionary skips over this verse!)  How does the life of Abraham and Sarah illustrate faith? 
How do they illustrate faith being pleasing to God?  
How could you apply this to your own life, to the life of the parish and parishioners? 
 

3) This passage describes those who are people of faith, those who follow God, as 
pilgrims here on earth. We are citizens of another “country.” How does the experience of 
feeling dislocated, being a pilgrim, apply to your context/parish? To our Canadian 
culture/context? Does the concept of being on pilgrimage present possibilities for 
understanding our experience as followers of Jesus, as a parish? 
 

 

 

Tenth Sunday in Pentecost (Proper 20) – August 18 
Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 

 

 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 

1) What image/metaphor is the author using in 12:1-2? Can you apply the various details 
in these verses to aspects of this metaphor/analogy—eg., how does the image about things 
entangling us fit in? Check out some basic background of the athletic games in the ancient 
world. 
 

2) What is the “cloud of witnesses” mentioned in v. 1? How does this serve to motivate 
us? Who are these witnesses? Where are these witnesses? What is our relationship to them? 

 

3) Why are we told to look at (“fix our eyes on”) Jesus? Is this an encouragement or 
motivator for us? If so, how? How does this motivate us? You should consult 12:3 as well. 
 

4) What is the larger context for this metaphor? (Check both chapter 11, the “faith 
chapter” and chapter 12: 5-11—and further.) How does this larger context inform the counsel 
given in vv 1-2? What are we being asked to do? What are the temptations we may be 
facing? How does this apply in your context, in the context of your parish? 

 

 



 

Eleventh Sunday in Pentecost (Proper 21) – August 25 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

 

 

Hebrews 12:18-29 

 

1) What contrast is being made in this passage? 
 What is the point of the contrast? 
 Which worship setting is more important? (Why?) 
 Which worship setting is more “dangerous”? (Why?) 
 How is this related to the warning in v. 25? 

 

2) Kemper Crabb (song writer, musician, worship leader) said that vv. 22-24 describe our 
worship. (Worship is a place we enter into, not a “thing” we do!) What would it look like to 
approach Sunday morning in your parish as a participation in the scene in vv22-24? What 
might we want to do differently in this case? How could this encourage us, excite us about our 
corporate worship? 

 

3) Check out other scriptures that speak of God as a consuming fire. (Deut 4:24; 9:3; Is 
33:14; 2 Thess 1:7; Heb 10:27, 31 ) What does this tell us about God? About our relationship 
with God? How does the concept function in this passage, and in Hebrews (see 10:26-31)? 

 

4) Think about the difference between “fear” and “reverence” and “awe” in our contemporary 
context. Which terms communicate better? Which ones seem to fit the passage? How is this 
related to gratitude? To acceptable service to God? What does appropriate fear, reverence, 
awe look like for you? For the parish? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+4%3A24%2CDeuteronomy+9%3A3%2CIsaiah+33%3A14%2C2+Thessalonians+1%3A7%2CHebrews+10%3A27%2CHebrews+10%3A31&version=NASB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+4%3A24%2CDeuteronomy+9%3A3%2CIsaiah+33%3A14%2C2+Thessalonians+1%3A7%2CHebrews+10%3A27%2CHebrews+10%3A31&version=NASB

