
Extravagant Giving:                                                                                   
Mary Anointing Jesus John 12:1-8 
                                               
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of 
those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 
Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the 
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 
"Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" 
(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, 
but you do not always have me."  
                    

Mary’s gift was extravagant, yes. But how is it possible to ever give enough thanks to 
someone who returned life to a beloved sister or brother? It is not difficult to understand how 
Jesus’ compassion and awesome power would touch Mary’s heart, and inspire her generosity. 

Gabriola has a culture of generosity. We have a saying: “Gabriola will provide”. In these 
unprecedented days, our island continues to provide generously, both with the beauty of our 
environment, and through well-established social networks. Our Church is an important part of 
that network. We continue to be the church, not just in name, but as people supporting each 
other and our community. Recipients of food hampers are delighted to see home-made baking 
in their packages, and self-isolation is relieved with technological direction to access Zoom. 
Personal shopping and delivery help to keep people safe, regular phone contact connects 
friends, and our online Home Church worship offers spiritual comfort. Here on Gabriola, ministry 
continues. 

In light of Mary’s response, we wonder about our own hearts and our own giving. It 
seems that ‘giving’ needs to be motivated by a loving heart in order for gifts to have any lasting 
value. So how can our hearts be broken open to one another and to the world God loves? Will 
this Pandemic remind the worldwide spiritual community of our common humanity? Now is a 
good time to look at how each of us steward our resources. Thanks to all who continue to 
spread spirit-lifting ‘sparks’ through the community during this season by sharing in many 
different ways. Thank you also to those who continue to give donations to the ministry of the 
church, making it possible for the church to support PHC, and offer Home Church. (For 
information on how to give, see this week’s email announcements). 

Engage your heart to discern where your skills, gifts, and financial resources can do the 
most good. Consider giving extravagantly in this time of great need.  ~ Lisa Griffith 

 


