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While You Were Sleeping  
Acts 12:1-19 
 
Begin with putting everyone in groups of 2 or larger, and have 
them read Hebrews 4:7-16 and answer the question: 
 

1. What does it mean for us to enter into the rest of God? 
 
 
Last weekend we looked at a couple of passages reminding us 
that God’s work in us, is more dependent upon God’s work, 
then our work. 
 
Christianity is more about His work, then yours and mine. 
 
There’s lots of good things going for Evangelicalism, and when 
I use the word Evangelical, I use the lower case “e”, not the 
upper case. I am not talking about the political movement, or 
Right-Wing politics. 
 
I am talking about a relatively young movement, of passionate 
Jesus followers. 
 
When I think about the good things evangelicalism has given 
us I think about their passion for spiritual experience, for 
spiritual understanding, and for mission. I think about 
evangelical’s passion to work around the world – often in 
dangerous and difficult places. They have a mandate to get 
out and make a difference in their world, and their love for 
Jesus is enough to get them out the door. To embrace 
adventure. 
 
When I think about the good evangelicalism has given us, I 
think about passion – at their best they have a passion not 
only for mission, but for worship, for prayer, for the Scriptures. 
 

When they decide something is worth doing, they do it with all 
they’ve got. 
 
So, lots of good things. 
 
But like most gifts, every gift has a shadow. And one of the 
shadows of this movement is that we can take too much 
owness of our salvation and growth ourselves. 
 
We can believe the lie that the Christian life is all about finding 
our sin, rooting it out, confessing our sin, repentance… 
 
Always looking for something…always digging…thinking that 
the primary work of sanctification – becoming like Jesus in 
thought, word and deed – falls directly on our shoulders, not 
God’s. 
 
This belief that if the world’s going to get transformed and 
restored, made new it all depends on us, and very little 
understanding that God is already doing it…without us, or in 
spite of us. 
 
Don’t get me wrong…I believe that faith without works is 
dead. 
 
But I wonder sometimes if we truly understand the faith part, 
as much as we understand the work hard and get busy part. 
 
If there’s anything us Evangelicals can learn it’s around 
being still & resting in God’s finished work.  
 
Something my Spiritual Director pointed out to me the last 
time we met is that the desire in me to be responsive to the 
Spirit, confess my sin, if there’s anything between me and 
Jesus, to confess it…to be healed and whole in Jesus. Is a 
gift.  
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But every gift has a shadow. 
 
The shadow, or dark side to this gift is that left to your own 
devices, you’ll never rest in Christ’s finished work. 
 
You’’ never celebrate God’s work in yourself. There will always 
be something more to dig up, and work on and make happen. 
 
Very little rest, and joy.  
 
Last week we watched a clip from Chris Pratt – telling us that 
we aren’t perfect. 
 
That if someone tells you that you’re perfect, they’re lying.  
 
I love it, he said that God designed us to be imperfect people, 
because imperfection has a way of keeping us humble and 
dependant on God.  
 
So, if you don’t know how to accept your imperfection, you’ll 
never fully know God’s amazing grace. And have a tough time 
resting… 
 
The other thing, is that you’ll in danger of becoming puffed up. 
High on yourself. If it’s up to you, you’re gonna take the credit 
for being so good. Any Christlike characteristic you resemble 
will be seen as an achievement award. 
 
Stroke your own ego. 
 
As I shared last week from Genesis 15:12 that God had to put 
Abraham to sleep, so He could strike a Covenant with him. He 
had to get Abraham out of the way, so He could finish His 
good work. 
 

It seems this isn’t out of God’s character either. 
 
In Luke we read the account where God made Zecharia 
speechless – mute – so he wouldn’t get in God’s way as his 
wife Elizabeth gives birth to John the Baptist.  
 
In Acts 9 we read that God blinded Saul, so he would be quiet, 
humbled, led around like a child…so God could do His good 
work. 
 
This I believe coincides with what we are learning in Galatians 
– that the focus is on Christ’s faithfulness. 
 
His finished work. His continued work in us. 
I got myself into some hot water several weeks ago when I 
shared with you that in the original language the text Gal. 
3:22ff 
 
That the subjective genitive can be translated both ways –  
 
We received God’s promise of freedom only by believing in 
Jesus 
 
Or  
 
The promise, based on the faith of Christ… 
 
Or… 
 
Before the way of faith in Christ was available… 
 
Or 
 
Before faith came  
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In verse 23b it reads, until the way of faith was revealed, 
suggests that the way of faith that was finally revealed to all 
humanity, was the faithfulness of Jesus, manifested in his life 
and death and resurrection. 
 
In verse 24 the focus of the Law is to lead us to who? To 
Christ. 
 
That we might be justified by faith…on the basis of Christ’s 
faith. 
 
And this faith is the faith of Jesus that the Galatians have 
come to believe…to put their trust…. put their faith in. 
 
Vs. 25 You can read it… 
And now that the way of faith has come… 
 
Since the faith has come… 
 
Whose faith has come? Christ’s faith. 
 
And it’s in this faith, we put our trust. 
 
This is so pivotal. This is the CRUX, the CLIMAX for Paul. 
 
This is why, for a Pharisee of the Pharisee’s it is now about 
Jesus, not his good works. 
 
Why Paul could say without a shadow of a doubt, “For me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 
 
Jesus was absolutely faithful to His Father by… 
 

- Leaving the safe confines of heaven for earth 
- Taking on the form of a servant, to show us what God 

is like 

- Laying down his life as a ransom for many 
- Only doing what he saw his Father doing 
- Being One with the Father 
- Faithfully doing His Father’s Will 
- Embracing the cross 
- Suffering and dying on our behalf 

 
The list goes on. 
 
The focus on the text is Jesus, and His faithfulness. 
 
But I understand why translators translated it the way they did, 
because even though the implication is that it is Christ’s 
faithfulness, we need to be reminded that the way for us to 
respond is by faith… 
This faithfulness is so captivating, you can’t help but respond 
to it! 
 
We are given the choice to trust Him, or not. Put our faith in 
His faithfulness, or not. 
 
But the CRUX, the climax is Jesus’ faithfulness. 
 
This can make some Christians quite uncomfortable can’t 
it? 
 
What’s their response? 
 

• But we can’t get something for nothing! 
• We are still called to do something!  
• Faith without works is dead. 
• It’s not a free-ride! 
• If you put it that way, we’ll all just quit obeying. Just 

coast. 
 
But is that true? 



 4 

 
You who have met Christ. You who have encountered His 
perfect love, his manifold grace – you mean to tell me that as 
soon as we find out that the focus is on His faithfulness, not 
our obedience, that we’ll all just quit obeying. Quit counting the 
cost? 
 
If that’s the response, it tells me there’s something else 
going on that needs to be looked at. Makes me wonder if 
it’s been legalism all along; remove the boundary, the 
fence, the rule, and it all goes to pot.  
 
If you’re a flock of sheep, and the fence is removed, 
wouldn’t you just choose to stay close to the shepherd? 
 
Whether you’re prone to sloth, or prone to workaholism, or find 
yourself somewhere in the middle…I believe we all need to 
grasp this greater reality. 
 
That the owness is on Jesus. That He’s the focus. That He’s 
on centre stage – that He’s the main character in the story. 
That He is the author and finisher of our faith…period.  
 
Not you. 
 
Personal: June 3rd, Sunday morning while I was praying and 
preparing for the Sunday message God gave me a picture. 
 
It was me, in a prison cell, more like a circus cage – only 
instead of a lion or tiger inside, I was. And the door as ajar. 
Open… 
 
And the words I heard were simply this. 
 
“You’re free to go.” 
 

I sat with it for a while. Prayed as to what it might mean for 
me… 
 
Come up with some possible scenarios, journal the picture, 
and then left it with the Lord. 
 
Didn’t leave with a sense of heaviness, just wonderment. 
 
A few days later I shared my picture with Kenda and she 
literally stopped in her tracks, mouth gaping open, absolutely 
flabbergasted.  
 
“What?” she replied? 
 
You see, she had just come back from Spiritual Direction 
Certification Training in Seattle, and the final message from 
the trainer was from the text in Acts 12 where Peter is 
delivered from prison. 
 
He went on to teach that he wonders how many followers of 
Jesus, and churches have been set free but continue to live as 
if they’re imprisoned? 
 
We were blown away at the timing, and the accuracy of 
this Word. What was God trying to say? 
 
It was only a few days later my Spiritual Director gave me 
the picture of God putting Abraham to sleep for Him to do 
his good work in Him, and ratify His Covenant with the people 
of God, that though him all nations would be blessed. 
 
Let’s put the scripture on the screen and read it in small 
groups, and you tell me what you see in the text? 
 
Small Groups: What do you see? What in this text is for 
you; for us? 
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Peter’s fast asleep – yes people are praying, but Peter is 
asleep. 
 
The angel wakes him up, but he doesn’t truly wake up, and 
come to his senses until he’s on the street. 
 
God does all the work. 
 
What is this perhaps telling us? 
 
Perhaps, the Lord is asking us to repent of our need to 
control the process?  
 
Rather than trust in our ability, to finish the work, He is inviting 
us into a deeper stance of worship where we simply rest in His 
finished work? 
 
Perhaps the Lord is asking those of us who are riddled with a 
sense of false-guilt and shame, that because of our poor 
performance as Christians, that we suck. 
 
Again, the focus is not on Jesus’ faithfulness, but on our 
unfaithfulness. 
 
Perhaps Jesus is calling us to truly rest in His finished work. 
Rest in Him; what He’s done. 
 
That when Jesus cried from the cross “It is Finished”, he 
meant what he said. 
 
You know, when we truly rest in Him, our perspective begins 
to shift. 
 

No longer is the focus on us, and the sin that we need to dig 
up, the sin we need to repent of, the sin we need to manage in 
someone else… 
 
It’s grace. 
 
Here’s the difference. 
 
1st – it changes the way we pray and approach God. 
 
Focus is more on Jesus, then me praying, uttering even a 
word. I can sit, say nothing…simply focus on His Faithfulness. 
 
That He’s at work. Hasn’t stopped working.  
 
I can get curious, where are you working God?  
 
And then out of this posture of worship, gratitude, not just a 
quick 2 minutes, but if it’s all that happens in my prayer time, 
it’s been enough. 
But Grace is now the focus. 
 
2nd - Rather than focus on all the ways I fail, or am weak, I 
focus on where God’s grace is at work. 
 
I look at the space of grace in my life; and where there seems 
to be grace, that’s where I put my efforts. 
 
You have a desire to make amends with someone – that’s 
evidence of God’s grace at work. 
 
So, put your energy in that. 
 
Focus on the space of grace; not on what you’re not doing 
well, but on where you see God at work. 
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And if you can’t see evidence of God’s grace at work in your 
life; that too is something to talk to Him about. 
 
If you have a hard time seeing anything Godly in yourself, 
maybe God wants to open your eyes, so you can see His 
fingerprints in your life. 
 
Let that be your starting point; and of course, as you begin that 
journey, being immersed in God’s love and grace, you’ll come 
across sin in your life – but in an environment of love and 
grace, you’ll be able to deal with it and move on. 
 
Maybe you have a difficult time being kind to yourself; 
something else to talk to God about. 
 
So, look for the space of grace in your own life. 
 
3rd – you look for the space of grace in others. 
 
Rather than try to make a conversation happen in my 
neighbour’s life, I now look for God’s grace. 
 
Where is there hunger, desire, things of God emerging in 
them. 
 
How about honouring that? Affirming them that you see God in 
them. 
 
Asking them if they ever considered that their desire to care for 
the poor is a character trait given to them by God? 
 
That it’s this core God given desire for the Kingdom of God to 
come to earth. 
 
That they’re actually being like Jesus when they do that certain 
activity. 

 
Makes me wonder… 
 
Maybe that would change the way we talk and approach 
our neighbour. 
 
The way our neighbours actually see us; and experience 
the Church. 
 


