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“He is not here;  

for he has been raised, as he said.  

Come, see the place where he lay.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prelude  

*Easter Proclamation: 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

*Hymn:  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”         Red Book #365 

 
 

 



Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

You may pour water in a bowl as the pastor pours water in the baptismal font 

 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

We give you all honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



P The grace of our risen Savior, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 



Hymn of Praise: “Alleluia! Jesus is Risen”           Red Book #377 
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P The Lord be with you 

C And also with you 

 

Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and 

has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we 

share with Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of 

eternal life with you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 

 

First Lesson: Acts 10:34-43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him 

on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 

were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name." 

R The Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24  Please read responsively by whole verse 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 2Let Israel now proclaim, "His mercy endures forever." 
14The LORD is my strength and my song,  

and he has become my salvation. 

 15There is a sound of exultation and victory 

 in the tents of the righteous: 
16"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! 

The right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!" 

 17I shall not die, but live, 

 and declare the works of the LORD.   
18The LORD has punished me sorely, 

but he did not hand me over to death. 

 19Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

 I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD. 
20"This is the gate of the LORD; he who is righteous may enter." 

 21I will give thanks to you, for you answered me 

 and have become my salvation.    
22The same stone which the builders rejected 

has become the chief cornerstone. 
23This is the LORD's doing,  

and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24On this day the LORD has acted;  

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Second Lesson: Second Reading: Colossians 3:1–4 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God.  2Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth,  3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 

in God.  4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with him in glory. 

 

R The Word of the Lord  C Thanks be to God 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 28:1–10 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary went to see the tomb.  2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 

for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 

and sat on it.  3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.  
4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.  5But the angel said 

to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was 

crucified.  6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay.  7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the 

dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This 

is my message for you."  8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and 

ran to tell his disciples.  9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they 

came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.  10Then Jesus said to them, 

"Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord 

C Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Easter Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn:  “Thine is the Glory!”          Red Book # 376 

 
 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead.*  

On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
         *Or, "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use. 

 

Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” 

please respond, “Hear our prayer.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering:   Jesus is Risen! With his new life, our lives are new forever after. Let us 

share our joy as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a 

moment now to write a check or make an electronic offering to the church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering – Special Music – “This Easter Celebration” 

 

This Easter celebration is not like ones we’ve known. 

We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone. 

We’re distant from our neighbors— from worship leaders, too. 

No flowers grace the chancel to set a festive mood. 

 

No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way. 

O God of love and promise, where’s joy this Easter Day? 

With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place 

we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace. 

 

Our joy won’t come from worship that’s in a crowded room 

but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb. 

Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see— 

who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed. 

 

In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well: 

Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell. 

Each Easter bears the promise:  Christ rose that glorious day! 

Now nothing in creation can keep your love away. 

 

We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be 

a scattered, faithful body that’s doing ministry.  

In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,      

we live the Easter message by gladly serving you. 

 
Tune: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864 

Text: Copyright © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Used by permission 

 

Peace:   

P  The peace of the risen Lord be with you always. 

C  And also with you.   

P  Let us share that peace with one another.  

 

Announcements 

 

 

 

 



P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit  

bless you and raise you to newness of life, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

Up From the Grave He Arose 

 
*Dismissal 

A Go in peace. Serve the risen Christ. 

C Thanks be to God! Alleluia, alleluia! 

Postlude  


