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 THE CHURCH  

“One Body with Many Parts” 

Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-7;12-26 

Delivered at Central Baptist Church on September 17th, 2017, by Pastor Steve Edelman 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 A couple weeks ago we were doing some back to school clothes shopping for our girls 

and I noticed that the 80’s are back. How many of you remember the 80s? Richard Simmons, 

“Sweating to the Oldies” Do you need a photo because you may have deleted him from your 

memory!  This decade left parents cleaning up hairspray off the bathroom for hours. The 80’s 

were known for big bold curly hair, side ponies, complete with slogan tees, fanny packs, acid 

washed jean jackets, and the mullet. One particular 80’s t-shirt slogan stood out to me that was 

marketed to our young girls.  It read, “I put down my phone for you.” It could be a bad catchy 

pop song! Or bad country song! 

 Unfortunately, this slogan captures our current culture perfectly. “I put down my phone 

for you.” This slogan identifies how face to face relationships are becoming an inconvenience. 

We, the church, often struggle to function in genuine relationships. We stop sharing our lives 

together.  We stop building community. We stop using our gifts for the Kingdom. We stop being 

the church. Today, we are going to be asking the Spirit of God to help us put down whatever it is 

to help us be the church. As we are going to see, we need to put down the things that keep us 

from being connected as a church body. It might be our individual preferences, our rights, our 

pride, our selfishness, and our consumeristic mentality. What keeps you from connecting with 

others? What do you need to change so you can live out your calling as the church? 

 Last week, we started a two-part series on ‘Gospel Renewal’ and how we as the church 

are renewing our community through the gospel. In this message, we are going to be talking 

about ‘The church’ and the unique role that God has given us to bring ‘Gospel Renewal.’ 

Understanding the doctrine of the church is essential because it’s the most visible part of 

Christian theology. The church is birthed out of the gospel. And a confused church usually 

coincides with a confused gospel.  

 In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul is writing the church of Corinth because they are not living out 

their calling as the church because they are quarreling and can’t work together. He rebukes them 

and reminds them who they are in Christ. Paul expects the church, even the divided and arrogant 

church of Corinth, to be a model of Christian community. Paul uses the human body to illustrate 
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how we are to function as the body of Christ, the Christian church.  

 To live out our calling, we need to understand: First, OUR NATURE AS THE 

CHURCH; second, OUR FUNCTION AS THE CHURCH; and third, OUR POWER AS 

THE CHURCH. 

 First, we need to understand our nature as the church. 

1.  OUR NATURE AS THE CHURCH. 

To live out our calling, we need to understand our essence of what the church is.  

 Look with me at verse 12, “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all 

the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” If we don’t 

understand who we are - we will never live out calling as the Church. 

 a) What is the body of Christ? 

 The body is referring to our nature as we exist and work together as the church.  The New 

Testament word for “church” is ekklēsia, which means “the called out ones”1 In other words, the 

church is a group of people who have been called by Christ to do something transformative 

together. This task is not defined by us, but by Him.  

 In the New Testament, there are a number of metaphors for church and what it should be 

like. 

1. First, in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 she is corporately referred to as the body of Christ, and in 

Ephesians 1:22-23 she is the body and Christ is the head.  

2. Second, God’s family; we are all sons and daughters of the Lord (2 Cor 6:18).  

3. Third, her intimate and dependent relationship to her Lord is likened to a vine and its 

branches (John 15:1-11).  

4. Fourth, The church is the pillar and ground of the truth to the world (1 Tim 3:15).  

5. Fifth, she is corporately referred to as a building (1 Cor 3:9), a living temple that actually 

grows (Eph 2:20-21) and a holy temple in which God dwells (1 Cor 3:16).  

6. Sixth, in her service before God and in her relationship to him as His People she is 

referred to as a “holy nation,” a “royal priesthood” (1 Pet 2:9) and each member is likened 

to a living stone, built around the chosen and precious cornerstone of Christ himself.  

                                                 
1  Pate, C. M. (1996). Church, The. In Evangelical dictionary of biblical theology (electronic ed., p. 95). Grand Rapids: Baker 

Book House. 
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7. Seventh, she is referred to by the Lord as the salt and light of the world (Matt 5:13-15; 

Acts 13:47; Col 4:5-6). 

 Look with me at verse 12, we are reminded that, “…we are one body, so it is with 

Christ.” By nature, we exist with Christ as one body. If we are with Christ - we join His purpose. 

We join the cause of Christ which means we need to use our God-given gifts in a way that we are 

ambassadors for the gospel. 

 As Christians, we need to be careful not to interpret this as just the universal body of all 

believers but also as the local body. Notice that Paul is addressing the local Church of Corinth 

and who they are in Christ. Corinthians, how are you living out your calling with the gifts God 

has given you? By nature, we are called to be people who help one another live out this calling. 

The body of Christ is a community to help one another grow spiritually. 

 i) The body of Christ is a community to help one another grow spiritually (12:1-3). 

 Look with me at 1 Corinthians 12:1-3 where Paul says, “I do not want you to be 

uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however 

you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God 

ever says, “Jesus is accursed!”  

 To be uninformed means that you don’t know the gospel and it’s not being lived out. We 

go from informed to connected to growth. We are to leave the old life of idols behind. Our gifts 

are to be used in relationship with one another so we can move toward full maturity in Christ. 

Discipleship is both personal and collective, which is connected to how you and I live out our 

faith. As Jesus modeled, living out your faith assumes the engagement of regular relationships. 

We can’t develop effective disciples when we don’t really know or talk to each other. Or when 

we are not living in community and can’t have real conversations with each other on how we are 

doing with Christ. It’s easy to hide Sunday morning and just get lost in a sea of people. In order 

to grow spiritually, we need to meet in smaller groups where we can develop each other. When 

we gather we can’t just simply attend or do something social. We need to meet with gospel 

intentionally and help each other grow together for the sake of Christ. This is what we need to 

aim for in our Community Groups. 

 Let’s hear from David Platt. “Being a member of a church means realizing that we 

are responsible for helping the brothers and sisters around us to grow as disciples of Jesus. 
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In the same way, they are responsible for helping us. We desperately need each other in the 

daily fight to follow Christ in a world that’s full of sin.” 

 In community, we sharpen one another with the gospel. We break the cycle of anger, 

selfishness, and pride that characterizes the world’s practices.  This is being the church. As we 

have seen, one of the marks of our nature should be to help one another grow in Christ. Another 

mark of the nature of church should be a community that helps use and develop our spiritual 

gifts.   

 ii) The body of Christ is a community to help develop our spiritual gifts (12:6-8). 

Look with me at verse 1 Corinthians 12:6b, “there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 

God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for 

the common good.” 

 Again, we can’t limit the essence of the church to a Sunday morning gathering. How do 

we all use our gifts Sunday morning? You can’t! The Church needs to be at work all around the 

city as individuals and groups. Meeting in homes, workplaces, parks, and coffee shops to using 

and developing our spiritual gifts. The key point here is that we have been given gifts to use for 

the common good. The question we need to be asking ourselves. Are you contributing to the 

common good of the city? The church using our gifts goes way beyond a building. The word 

translated common good means “is beneficial.” In 1 Corinthians 6:12 and 10:23 suggests that our 

entire lives should be oriented around that which will benefit those around us (and ourselves as 

well, ultimately). It is entirely natural, then, that the gifts God gives us are intended for the same 

purpose.” The overall purpose of the body is to saturate the world with Jesus for their benefit. 

 Being in community provides an avenue for each believer to shape each other’s gifts for 

ministry. As you study truth together, as you love together, and serve together, you shape your 

gifts. As grace flows through shaping gifts for ministry, each believer becomes more mature in 

obeying all the biblical mandates, even in those areas where they are not gifted. This gives 

everyone an opportunity to spread the gospel through unique gifting. To summarize, our true 

identity as followers of Christ is found, discovered, and experienced, when we are the church. 

You discover where you are gifted by serving. That’s what hands and feet and eyes and ears do. 

They serve. That’s why we have gifts.  

 The church is a group of people who have been called to work together in Christ to do 

something transformational together. It’s not boring. We the church, by nature, are called to use 
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our gifts to spread the gospel.  This is what the church is. Now let’s look at what the church is 

not! 

b) What the body of Christ is not (12:14). 

Look with me at verse 12:14, “For the body does not consist of one member but of many.” 

 i) Individualism.  

 The body of Christ is not individualism. We can see individualism playing out when we 

use our gifts to benefit ourselves and not the church as a whole. We are one member of many, 

that are called to work together as the church. Our selfishness breaks down the body of Christ 

and causes dysfunction. Our selfishness also appears when we choose to not participate in 

community. As a result, you can feel disconnected and alone. The amount of time you invest in 

the body of Christ fosters connection and community which matters. Regularly participating in a 

Christian Community for the sake of the gospel breaks down our individualistic nature. Living 

for yourself, keeps you from discipleship, being known, and being the church.  To break down 

our individualism we need be growing in small groups. 

 Cloud and Townsend say, “Your small group’s ultimate purpose is a ministry of 

reconciliation. Achieving this purpose requires three ingredients: grace, truth, and time. We are 

aware that there is something “better” than where we are. We know we are failing at varying 

levels. Our failures cause feelings of guilt, shame, condemnation, and inferiority. We desire 

better. We feel powerless to get there on our own. You will help rescue them from knowing they 

need to grow but being unable to do it on their own. You will give them the real God, the one 

who is both Grace and Truth and who uses time as a redemptive season to change us. A small 

group offers a powerful expression of grace in contrast with the individual spiritual walk. 

Other people can give us expressions of God’s grace that we cannot produce for ourselves. In a 

good small group, people get from others, things that they are unable to give or get for 

themselves. Without this full-orbed understanding of grace, small groups fall short. They 

provide safety but not other aspects of grace that help people grow.” 

 Ben Reed says, “Without relational connection, the church isn’t the church. The 

church isn’t a building to be occupied by people once a week. You don’t believe that, and 

neither do I. The church is us, the people. We are the ones for whom Christ died. Not our 

buildings. Not our hymnals. Not our pews. It’s the people who are the church. And without 

relational connection, you don’t have a church.” Next, the church is not an event. 
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 ii) An event.  

 We can easily minimize the definition of the body of Christ to a Sunday morning service. 

The church is more than just one gathering or event. It is a living body or echo system that is to 

be used by God 24-7. While God’s church can be active at an event. But it’s more than a 

scheduled service. At a church service, only a few people are using their gifts.  

 Jeff Vanderstelt says, “Church had been wrongly defined only as an event: A Bible 

study on Wednesday or a class and the worship service on Sunday. As I look back, I 

recognize that the Spirit of God was showing me a deficiency in how the church was 

understood and structured and how discipleship was defined and practiced.”  

 As we have seen, our understanding of the church flows into how we be the church. 

Secondly, to live out our Christian calling, we need to understand our function as the church.   

2.  OUR FUNCTION AS THE CHURCH. 

 In 1 Corinthians 12, the word body appears 18 times. Paul’s conclusion in this chapter is 

that we must be connected to each other in order to be what God wants us to be. 

ILLUSTRATION – FAMILY THANKSGIVING DINNER. 

 A family Thanksgiving dinner is like the body of Christ.  You may have a unique uncle 

who makes the lame jokes. Some of you might be that unique uncle. The aunt who doesn’t stop 

talking and the majority of the room is nodding but their eyes are glazed over. The three-year-old 

is taking a tantrum because they want dessert instead of turkey.  Their parent who is losing their 

mind because everyone is watching. You may even remember the day when you graduated from 

the kid’s table to the adult table. Then you realized the kid’s table was much more fun. You may 

still find Tom Drinkwater sitting at the kid’s table. When you show up and participate it makes 

the experience better even though it’s not perfect. Everyone is family and everyone belongs. The 

meal is more enjoyable when everyone works together. Family members are missed when they 

can’t make it. 

 Everyone belongs despite unique gifting in the function of the Church. 

  a) Everyone belongs despite unique gifting (15-18). 

Look with me at verse 15 to 18, “15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not 

belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear should 

say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a 

part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the 
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whole body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the 

members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 

  We tend to place more value on certain people (like those on stage) because of their 

gifting and minimize others. God has given each of us a role in the church (whether it is being 

upfront or working behind the scenes). The Spirit of God is at work through the entire Church 

which has been arranged by God. In the eyes of God, one gifting is not more important in the 

function of the church. The Church is a living organism that only functions with multiple parts 

working together.  

  Cloud and Townsend say, “And you are right when you say that God’s truth and learning 

to walk in the Spirit changed your life. But you are wrong when you say that all growth, even 

your own, comes only from ‘teaching and preaching’ or learning the Bible. For that is not 

what the Bible says. Your growth also came from the role that the body of Christ, your 

small group, and your leader, played in your life. They delivered the ‘goods’ and you 

learned about in the Bible. They obeyed what it said to do, and you were the beneficiary. Why 

do you receive those gifts of God and yet tell others that they are to grow some other way?”  

  At times, we may feel like we don’t belong because we are not gifted like the next 

person. Paul, on the other hand, repeatedly states that they all come from the same Spirit.  

 John Piper says, “You may not approve of what God has made of you for the sake of his 

body. You may think he made a mistake. Or that he is cruel. I don’t think that is mainly a self-

esteem issue. It’s mainly a God-esteem issue. Will you trust him—that your individuality is a 

work of grace. You are a gift of grace to the church. You will find that when you start loving the 

church in practical ways.” 

 God invites all people to use their gifts. God is glorified in the hidden things Not all our 

gifts are to be publicly used. In fact, He chooses normal, everyday obedient people, to change 

lives through His amazing power. He’s not looking for the most extraordinary person because He 

already is that person. You are a chosen candidate for God to use to accomplish his purpose!  

 Next, unity is necessary despite our differences to function as the Church. 

  b) Unity is necessary despite differences (25 & 26). 

Look with me at verse 25 to 26, “25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the 

members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; 

if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 
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Illustration - Guitar tuning. 

 No Unity, no Productivity. What we need is togetherness. Selfishness destroys unity and 

the church.  

  A pastor once said, “What happens when one part of your body fails to function?  You 

get sick. The rest of your body suffers. Imagine if your liver decided to start living for itself: I’m 

tired! I don’t want to serve the body anymore! I want a year off just to be fed. I’ve got to do 

what’s best for me! Let some other part take over. What would happen? Your body would die. 

Today, thousands of local churches are dying because of Christians who are unwilling to serve. 

They sit on the sidelines as spectators, and the Body suffers.” 

 Recognize that most people change in community because God uses us. We are a vessel 

for the gospel. God’s grace flows through the body as we meet together and in the world. The 

church’s nature as a community makes it self-evident that togetherness is to be a ministry 

practice of the church. In sharing Christ in common, Christians are called to live as fully 

reconciled to both God and one another.  

 However, the illustration does not impose uniformity. Again, we are not to be carbon 

copies of each other. Imagine, if you had two exact copies of your favorite person. Then they 

continued to reproduce. What about your least favorite person?  It would make a really bad 

Disney movie. My point is that Jesus wants us to find unity in our plurality, not by uniformity. 

Our individuality is a gift from God and remains intact as we work together. 

WE FIND UNITY IN CHRIST 

 

 When each of us is in partnership with Christ, we are therefore in partnership with the 

other. We become a family partnership. Brother and sisters in Christ. Do you know what that 

means? When we come into relationships with the Son of God, He creates the relationships in 

the body. Why do we get so worked up and divided? Do we not serve the same, Jesus? It’s 

because we drift from Christ! When we understand the truth of what it means to be in Christ, it’s 

deep. It’s much more profound than the human body illustration. It’s a nice metaphor. However, 

it’s far beyond and far superior than that. When we are brought to the point that we recognize all 

we have is Christ we can’t help but not work together. We have more in common than anyone 

else when we are changed by Christ. 

 Every person in this room can find something to disagree on. Is olive oil better than 

butter? Is the Westshore a better place to live than downtown? When the body can’t work 
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together because of trivial differences, Jesus is dishonored. When we go to Jesus and He gives us 

His heart of love, the fighting stops.  

 Neil Cole says, “Church begins with Jesus: who He is and what He has done. It is all 

about Jesus, and if it begins to be about something else, then it stops being the church as 

Jesus meant it to be.” 

 In verse 23, Paul says bestow honor. In Verse 25, Fight again division… “have the 

same care for one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is 

honored, all rejoice together.” Our togetherness despite differences is the gospel being lived out. 

We find our ability to love and work with others when we are changed by Christ. Philippians 3:9 

says, we are “in Christ” – a union is established between you and Jesus. Through that union and 

life change you able to work together as the church. 

 Lastly, to live out our Christian calling we need to understand our power together as the 

church. 

3. OUR POWER AS THE CHURCH. 

 None of us can do individually what all of us can do collectively. As each part does its 

own special work, it helps the other parts to grow, so that the WHOLE BODY (team) is healthy 

and growing and full of love. God is committed to working through his people to bring the 

message of redemption to the rest of the world. The Christian has a responsibility to carry out the 

work of God on a relational level. If the church truly lives out the work of Christ, it will bring 

about Gospel renewal. God wants to use the body of believers to bring renewal into the many 

layers of brokenness found in individuals, groups, nations, and the world. The church can often 

become overwhelmed with the needs and do nothing.  However, we are called by God to do 

something. 

 A pastor once said, “Picture this: Each of us is like a snowflake. On our own, we can’t 

make a big difference. However, when one fragile snowflake sticks with a lot of other 

snowflakes, they can stop traffic. Like snowflakes, we can make a big difference if we work 

together, each one of us doing only our small part.”  

 As you walk through life, remember that you’re not supposed to do everything on your 

own. You need other people to walk alongside you, but you also need other people to work 

alongside you. As you share the burden of your work with fellow Christians, you’ll find that you 

actually accomplish more for the glory of God.” 
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 PICTURE - CNN reported, “Nine beachgoers, including two children and an elderly 

woman, were trapped in the current at Panama City Beach in Florida on Saturday. Bystanders on 

the shore saw them yelling and waving their arms, and they jumped into action. 

"I saw a group of people, a few at first, and then more and more, start forming a human chain," 

witness Rosalind Beckton told CNN. The chain grew to around 70 to 80 strangers, all holding 

hands and stretching to reach the trapped group. All of the swimmers made it out.” 

Isn’t this an amazing picture of happens when the church works together? 

 Matthew 18:19-20 says, “Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 

they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered 

in my name, there am I among them.”  

 What an astounding promise. When we come together to be the church, Jesus notices. He 

shows up and He hears and answers our prayers. The Spirit of God is at work when we gather 

into communities to be the church.  

Conclusion: 

 What do you need to put down so you can be the church? Our culture says, “I put down 

my phone for you.” Jesus says, “I laid down my life for you!” Don’t try to be the church because 

you feel guilty. Go to Jesus and ask Him to help you be the church. He gives you the ability to 

put down the reasons that keep you from being the church. He gives you the ability to connect 

with others despite differences. To work together and transform the world by being the church 

we need to lay down worldly things. This is what makes us strong in Christ. It’s laying down our 

expectations and be the church community that He has called us to be.  

 This is why we have community groups, and why we work hard to help you find one that 

frees you to serve and be served in relationships of love. We are a Body. In his grand design, we 

need to exercise our gifts with each other and help each other grow. A community group is one 

of the best ways for this to happen. 

 Jeff Vanderstelt says, “Can you imagine every city, every neighborhood, every street, and 

every house saturated with Jesus presence through his people? What if, in every school, every 

classroom, and every extracurricular activity, students daily experienced the person and work of 

Jesus? Can you dream with me of a day when no business office, retail center, or industrial hub 

can get away from the good news of Jesus proclaimed in words and expressed in gracious deeds? 
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A day when every café, pub, restaurant, or bakery smells of the aroma of Christ? The truth is, if 

you belong to Jesus, you are called to participate in his vision of saturation.” 

LAST WORSHIP SONG 

Steve E - Invite CG Facilitators to the front 

Steve E - Explain CG and how to sign up 

Barton P - Pray for CG  

Steve E - Invite Facilitators to the sides of the church for connection 

 

If we were to get practical, what does a gospel-centered community groups look like?  

THE THREE COMPONENTS OF COMMUNITY GROUPS: 

TRUTH - LOVE – SERVICE. 

As part of the renewal plan, this is the direction that Central would like to go with community 

groups.  We believe this is a vital part of how God can use us to participate in renewing the 

greater community. 

  TRUTH: We need to learn and understand truth together. The gospel is the foundation for 

everything we do.  As we study the Word of God it not only gives us knowledge, it changes our heart 

when we live it out. As we are collectively changed – genuinely changed, by the gospel, we begin to 

participate in gospel renewal in our community. 

John 14:6 says, Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me.” 

John 8:32 - Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. 

 LOVE:  We need to express love together. We communicate the gospel through love. This means 

loving people who know and don’t know Jesus. Are you loving each other? Out of that loving the 

greater community.  The people in the neighborhood where you are planted. Time spent. Eating 

together. Acts of kindness. Love is the foundation of the expression of the gospel. Mark 12:30-31 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 

your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment 

greater than these.” 

 SERVICE: We need to serve together. Service is a natural overflow of love… for lost people, for the 

hurting, for our own people. Because if we only talk about Jesus during a Bible study, or pray during 

structured prayer times, then we are not allowing the gospel to shape our lives, but are living 
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compartmentalized lives instead.  


