
INCUMBENT’S ANNUAL MEETING REPORT 
 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 5one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in 
all. The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to 
maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.  (Ephesians 4:5-13) 

 
If I were to use one word to describe the year that is past, it would be “challenge.” The year 2018 was in many 
ways a year of challenge for us at St. Paul’s. The following is in no ways meant as an exhaustive list of them. 
 
First of all, we continued at St. Paul’s to face the effects of the economic downturn in Alberta and beyond. This 
led us in the spring to being required to make the most difficult decision of ending remuneration for our 
Children’s and Youth Ministry Coordinator; and of reducing the amount of remuneration we were able to offer 
for cleaning St. Paul’s. As a result, Linda Penton and Anne Lowry stepped down from these ministries. We 
thank Linda and Anne for having served the Lord and us so well, and pray for all of their financial needs to be 
met through other means. The economy also led us to establish an “Inreach” Fund, from which I could draw 
confidentially funds to help Parishioners in financial need. By the year’s end, we’d given out approximately 
$2,400 from this. We also had a record number of people seeking assistance from our Outreach Fund, and 
gave approximately another $2,400 to those contacting us for assistance from outside the Parish.  
 
At the end of the year, we were sad to say “Goodbye” to Charles & Verna Alexander, who left St. Paul’s after 
serving us faithfully in a variety of ministries for a little over a year. And we committed into Our Lord’s eternal 
keeping our dear sister, Jane Sandul, who went to be with the Lord on Dec. 28, who was our Altar Guild 
Coordinator, Worship Contact on Parish Council, one of the organisers for our St. Nicholas Day Tea and Craft 
Sale, and a caring, committed presence touching everyone in our Parish.  
 
The year 2018 was also a year of challenge for me personally. In December of 2017, my father’s cancer 
returned, and his last 4 months on earth were a great struggle. He passed into eternal life on March 5, showing 
tremendous courage, dignity, and care for others right to the end. I shall always remember this, and pray that 
when my time comes, I shall follow his example. In 2018, my own health struggles also increased. My 
circulation problems intensified, to the point that I could scarcely move by the summer. The problem stems 
from the combination of my blood condition, Essential Thrombocythemia (ET) and the results of aging. My 
blood condition makes my blood thicker and more likely to clot; and aging makes my arteries and veins more 
narrow. This results in an inadequate blood supply getting through to my legs, and as the skin is affected, very 
painful ulcers that strongly resist healing. Thankfully, we turned a corner in the summer, and my legs and feet 
have been slowly improving since then.  
 
I want to thank the Parish for your prayers, understanding, and encouragement (shown, for example, in giving 
me 10 days’ grief leave after my dad’s passing, and 19 extra days’ sick leave in the summer). I also want to 
thank our Wardens, Laura Anne, and Cyril, for all your extra support in word and deed. Thank you, 
posthumously, to Jane Sandul, for all the little acts of kindness you did for me (for example, knowing I find it 
hard to stand in one place, washing the dishes in my Office). I give thanks for all the nurses and doctors God 
has sent my way, whose expertise and care have been for me God’s healing hands at work. And above all, I 
thank God for giving me the guidance and strength I needed and need to continue serving with you as your 
Incumbent.   
 
The result of all these challenges could have been decline. Instead, the result was new coming together and 
new growth. And so, if I were to use one word to describe the year 2019 for us, it would be the word “promise.” 
We begin 2019 with great promise. 

To begin with, we start 2019 in a good financial position. The generous giving of our congregation in 2018 led 
to our needing only a 1.4% increase in our Parish’s General, Open, and Special Offerings this year to meet our 
2019 budget requirements. This increase is actually 0.8% less than the projected 2019 increase in the cost of 



living, and well below the 2.2% increase in our 2018 Offerings over our Offering in 2017. Also, if you look at 
total income, we’re actually seeking to get $476 less than we received in 2018 ($254,251 instead of $254,727)!  

On the topic of generous giving, the generous giving to the NeST fund left $4,000 in the NeST account after 
our formal arrangement with the Al Jbawi family was completed halfway through 2018. It also left what promise 
to be lifelong friendships with the Al Jbawi family. Special thanks to Jennifer Solem, and all who’ve been 
involved in journeying together with the Al Jbawi family to help them craft a new life in Canada. As I said in a 
previous report, I believe that at the end of my life, having been part of a Parish that co-sponsored a refugee 
family from Syria will be one of the activities for which I’ll be most grateful.  

From the ministries that ended in 2018, new ministries have come forth. At the start of 2019, Robbie Coller 
responded to the huge hole left by Jane Sandul’s passing, by volunteering to coordinate the Altar Guild. Others 
have stepped forward to be part of the team she’s been putting together. In the late spring and summer, Rick 
Coller and Stephanie Evans stepped forward to help with our Sunday School, after Linda Penton’s departure. 
Then in the fall, Gloria Ford volunteered to be our new Sunday School Coordinator. Joanne Wrigley and Keith 
Daye stepped in to lead Youth Ministry, which resulted in the Youth Group’s being the most active it had been 
in years. Laura Anne and Baraka Mkakatu and others – especially Jane Sandul and the Collers, took over from 
Anne Lowry the task of church cleaning. Nicola Peden helped develop our Pastoral Care Team in 2018, and 
the members of our Pastoral Care Team became more active and this ministry developed significantly, as they 
(along with Cyril and Deacon Bob Mummery) picked up the slack from the reduced number of visits I was able 
to make.  

Also, in 2018, Dan Brisbin gave notice that he would be stepping down from being our Treasurer after our 
Annual Meeting in 2019. Thank you to Karen Huq for volunteering to serve in this ministry, beginning March 1. 
And many thanks to Dan Brisbin for your years of faithful Service as Treasurer (and before this, Incumbent’s 
Warden and Stewardship Contact on Parish Council). 

As I was reflecting on what passage from Holy Scripture to share in this report, the passage quoted at the 
beginning of this report (Ephesians 4:10-13) came to mind. This passage reminds us that God has given 
pastors (like me) and other leaders “to equip the saints for the work of ministry.” My purpose, and the purpose 
of all leaders in the Church, is to equip the saints for the work of ministry. Note that it’s “the saints” who are 
engaged in “the work of ministry.” Leaders are not to try to do all of the ministry ourselves – as if that could 
ever even be possible. Not only would trying to do this be a recipe for burn-out, but it would also hinder the 
growth of the saints by preventing them from being able to exercise the ministries to which God has called 
them, and for which God wants to equip them. I’m called to equip by enabling and empowering these ministries 
to take place in our midst.  

As I said in my Jan. 27 Children’s Talk, if anyone ever asks you how many “ministers” there are at St. Paul’s, 
please say “hundreds!” Through our Baptisms, all of us are called to serve. So all of us are ministers. A Parish 
is healthiest when all of its members take this to heart, with leaders who take it to heart as well. To me, this 
truth was exemplified to us in 2018 by Robbie Coller’s revitalization of our Coffee Time ministry by giving care 
for each of the first 4 Sundays of each month to 4 teams of Parishioners, grouped by surname. (For example, 
the fourth Sunday of each month are under the care of the “Smooth Operators,” whose surnames end in Q-Z.) 
The fifth Sundays of the month are covered by all Parishioners. 

Each year, Christians throughout the world, including we at St. Paul’s, mark the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity between Jan. 18 and 25. Well, there’s a special kind of unity that comes from working together as a 
team, united in a common goal. Someone has wisely said that we achieve unity not 
by looking at one another, and liking everything we see; but rather we achieve unity 
by together looking to Jesus and the mission he’s given us. In addition, the more we 
grow in our relationship with God, the more we grow in our relationship with one 
another. When I’ve counselled couples, I’ve sometimes used the diagramme on the 
right to explain this. As you can see by the arrows, as the husband and wife move 
closer to God, so they also move closer to one another. In the same way, the closer 
we draw to God, the closer we draw together.  



At Parish Council Meetings, and at previous Annual Meetings of Parishioners, I’ve often suggested that all of 
our shared life at St. Paul’s can be placed in the 4 categories of Worship, Discipleship, Fellowship, and 
Outreach. So, I’d like to end by talking about how I see myself equipping by enabling and empowering us in 
each of these areas in 2019.  

Worship: I want to encourage our Worship to grow in creativity. For example, once a month (the next one being 
Feb. 3), Margaret Anne Knowles crafts together Services of Celtic Worship. Here, I can help us experience 
greater creativity by doing more to encourage us to come to these wonderful Services. I’d also like to resume 
the practice we had a couple of years ago of my meeting together with those interested in coming up with 
ideas for our Triple C Services. I feel like I let things coast a bit in 2018, as I was often in too much pain to 
tackle much that was new. The Lord has blessed me with less pain now, and I want to do more exploring the 
wonderful opportunities that exist for creativity in worship. (I have some excellent material from the Church of 
England to look at, for example – in addition to “Messy Church” ideas.)  

Discipleship: I’m delighted to have Gloria Ford as our new Sunday School Superintendent and Parish Council 
Contact Person! I plan to encourage Gloria in every way that I can to develop our Sunday School ministry. The 
same goes for Joanne Webley and Keith Daye and our Youth ministry. In this regard, I want to start making 
better use of our Youth Group’s Facebook page and other social platforms. I’m particularly excfited about the 
2019 Continuing Education opportunities for adults. We have 2 more Pilgrim Course Studies this year, to 
complete the 8 Study series. In between these 2, we’ll be having the Lenten Study “What Wondrous Love,” 
from the same people who made this past year’s Advent Study, which was very well received. Then in the fall, 
we’ll watch offer Alpha Course – ideal for seekers, new Christians, or anyone looking for a “refresher.” We’ll be 
using the new film series Alpha put out a couple of years ago, which looks outstanding. I can’t wait!  
 
I’m committed to equip us by providing the best Continuing Education opportunities available. (For example, 
I’m investigating now the US Episcopal Church series that’s almost completed, called Church’s Teachings for a 
Changing World, which – if it’s as good as I think it is – we can look at from 2020 to 2022.) We ask $5 to $10 
per Study, for those who can afford it. This covers approximately half the cost of this material. Another 
Continuing Education opportunity taking place in 2019 is the Alzheimer’s Workshop on Apr. 6, organized by 
Nicola Peden and our Pastoral Care Team. You may also want to listen to the sermons at our 10 a.m. Service 
on our new website, thanks to the work of Paul Bourgeois, our Parish Council Communications Contact. There 
are books to borrow from our Parish Library and my Book Nook. I’d be delighted to discuss with you any topics 
in which you’re interested. We have many Continuing Education opportunities besides what I’ve listed here. 
Please check Living Waters, and our News Bulletins, Website, Facebook pages, and Twitter account, to see 
what they all are. urge us all to take advantage of the Continuing Education at St. Paul’s that fits us the best!  

Fellowship: I want to encourage the continuing growth of our Pastoral Care Team in 2019. I’m also hoping to 
increase the number of visits I’m carrying out myself. I hope to do more home and hospital visits as my feet 
improve. But I’d also like to increase the visits I’m having at St. Paul’s. The Chapel is an excellent spot for 
talking in private. The phone and email are other ways to connect. We’ve all been experiencing extra stress, 
because of the economic downturn. And all of us go through other hard places in life, where it’s good just to 
talk with someone. Please remember that this is why I’m here: to share the journey with you. I consider such 
times of interaction to be “standing on holy ground.” I’m delighted to see a new energy for our Ladies 
Luncheon, and a new turn-out (18 people in January), under the new direction of Gloria Ford and on the new 
day of the 3rd Saturday of each month, soon after the Men’s Breakfast. I’d like to help revitalize our Toddlers to 
Tweens’ fellowship group, which had great times together a couple of years ago. In 2019, St. Paul’s also has 
the privilege of hosting the ecumenical World Day of Prayer on Mar. 1. I invite everyone to please contact 
Laura Anne, who’s our leading point person helping put the Service and post-Service Lunch together, if you 
can help with the day’s activities; and please plan on attending, if you’re able.  

Outreach: The continuing generosity of our givers enables us at St. Paul’s this year to continue our practice of 
giving a tithe of our income for Outreach. We’re looking for a new Parish Council Outreach Contact to oversee 
the disbursement of these funds (over $20,000) to help meet local, national, and international needs. In 2019, I 
plan to help us find ways to have hands-on outreach connections – for example, encouraging our participation 
in the Coldest Night of the Year walk on Feb. 23, or the inter-faith making of sandwiches for the Drop-in Centre 
that takes place on the same day. Feb. 3, Doreen Peters will lead us in worship having a special focus on 



PWRDF, as it celebrates its 60th anniversary. I’d encourage the Parish to help sponsor any young people in our 
Congregation who’d like to be involved in an overseas project, as the young woman was who spoke in the 
video we watched at the Feb. 3 Services. I also plan to continue to expand the effective use of the social media 
to communicate and reach out to people from literally all over the world. Our new website offers an inviting 
presence that represents our Parish family wonderfully well in cyberspace.   

What an awesome year 2019 promises to be! A year characterized by the word “promise” indeed! 

Thank you to all those named in this report, plus Heather Johnson (Stewardship) and Loret MacDonald 
(Outreach) for your service on Parish Council; Norman Knowles and Bob Mummery, for helping lead us in 
worship. Thank you, those who will come forward to serve as Stewardship, Outreach, and Youth Contacts on 
Parish Council, Deputy Wardens, and any other areas of leadership. Together, we’ll keep growing closer to 
God and one another. To God be all the praise. 

Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully hear 
our prayers, and grant to this Parish all things needful for its spiritual welfare. Strengthen and 
confirm the faithful; protect and guide the children; visit and relieve the sick; turn and soften the 
wicked; arouse the careless; recover the fallen; restore the penitent. Remove all hindrances to 
the advancement of thy truth; and bring us all to be of one heart and mind within the fold of thy 
holy Church, to the honour and glory of thy blessed Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(BCP, pages 43-44) 

 
With great gratitude for the Lord’s faithfulness to us in the challenging year that is past, and hope in his 
continued faithfulness in the year that is to come, and beyond, this report is respectfully submitted by 
 
Your Brother in Jesus 
 
                          + 
 
February 3, 2019 

 

 

 

 


