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Sunday, January 15, 2017 

“Revelation: Rediscovering Jesus” 
Revelation 1:9-20 

Introduction  

Last week we began a new series on the last book of the Bible, the book 

of Revelation.  If you have every read Revelation, or heard portions of it read, 

you will know that many of its dramatic sights and sounds give one the feel of 

entering into a very different world than he or she is used to.  Yet, as we saw 

last week, people in the first century who read or heard Revelation with John’s 

opening cues (“apocalypse”v.1 and “prophecy”v.3 and letterv.4) would have instantly 

recognized what kind of document they were reading.  They would have 

automatically adjusted their “reading glasses” and expectations in a way that 

was consistent with the type of literature they were reading and understood 

most of its symbolic images and the main truths being conveyed in it. 

 E.g. Political/Economic Cartoons SLIDES2-4  

 
Why Revelation? (form and function work to make a deep & lasting impression) 

Apocalyptic & prophetic literature, like Revelation, has two primary roles or 

goals.  First, it uses dramatic symbols and imagery to set the present moment in 

the light of the unveiled realities of the future: SLIDE5 “Jesus is coming” and 

“Jesus & his team win over the beastly empire(s)”.  Second, it sets the present 

moment in the light of the unveiled realities of the present: SLIDE6 “God is with 

us” (cf. 2 Kgs 617).  There is more reality already present in the present moment 

than we can detect with merely human eyes and ears (e.g. ultraviolet light, radio 

waves, and of course spiritual reality).  Apocalyptic and prophetic literature is a 

great way to unveil and expose this spiritual reality.  And it does so in a way that 

we, like Elisha & his servant, then see, hear, feel and respond to our present 

circumstances differently.Johnson,35  (e.g. God’s promise to provide the manna we 

would need during a season of unemployment—“keep your eyes open for the forms it 

will take”…)  It is the ultimate reality check. SLIDE7 
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Revelation wants and expects us to take the reality God unveils to John, 

as being even more real, more solid, than what we commonly refer to as “the 

real world.” (e.g. Elisha saying to his servant “get real”)  Revelation is a “reality check” 

that is intended to leave a lasting impression.  NT scholar Richard Bauckham 

makes this point well when he says, 

“We should remember that Revelation’s readers in the great cities of the province 

of Asia were constantly confronted with powerful images of the Roman vision of 

the world.  [The architecture, statues, rituals, and “special effects”—cf. Rev.13
13-14

] 

SLIDE8 in the temples—all provided visual impressions of Roman imperial 

power and of the splendor of pagan religion. In this context, Revelation provides a 

set of Christian prophetic counter-images…The visual power of the book effects a 

kind of purging of the Christian imagination, refurbishing it with alternative 

visions of how the world is and will be.
1 (i.e. “re-branded”) SLIDE9 

 
In “the revelation from Jesus” that John received, Jesus pulled back the 

curtain to let John in on the most important unseen reality of the present.  What 

John heard and saw changed the way he coped with what was going on the 

world and in his personal life.    BLANK10 

 
Re-discovering Jesus 

Before I read this morning’s text I want you to think about what images or 

mental pictures of Jesus you have in the gallery of your mind.  E.g. Jesus the 

shepherd; Jesus the healer; etc.]  Now listen to what John heard and saw.   

 Read Rev. 1:9-20   

SLIDE11   John identifies himself as personally and deeply connected to the 

people to whom he is writing.  He is their “brother” and “companion”synkoinonos 

sharing deeply as a fellow participant in “the suffering and kingdom and patient 

endurance.”  As commentator Leon Morris notes, “in the Greek [they are] linked 

under one article” meaning “the trials and the kingdom go together.”2 To be a 

follower of Christ and a citizen of his kingdom is a great thing, but it clashes with 

                                      
1
 Quoted by Darrell Johnson in Discipleship On The Edge, p. 36. 

2
 Leon Morris, Revelation (TNTC), pp.51-52. 
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the kingdom and values of this world.  The victory comes through patient 

endurance, a dominant theme in this letter (& the hallmark of Christian living).   

Yet this kind of “victory” often doesn’t look very victorious.  Just look at 

where John is, on “the island of Patmos”, the place where the Roman 

government sent their political enemies (e.g. Russian Gulagforced labour camps; 

Guantanamo Bay).  What was John’s great crime?  He openly talked about “the 

word of God and the testimony of Jesus”.  Does that sound politically subversive 

to you, threatening enough to be exiled to Guantanamo Bay?  Many of our 

brothers & sisters in the faith around the world today know the suffering John 

speaks of (Syria, Laos). They know what it is like to be persecuted and imprisoned 

for having a Bible and sharing with others who Jesus is and what he taught.   

Political correctness is nothing new, but the level of hostility expressed 

and the specific flashpoints change in different times and settings. 

 THEN = publicly supporting civic religion was the duty of every good citizen 

(“Caesar is Lord”; cf. “Hail Hitler”; cf. Good Canadian or Good Christian…)   

 NOW = supporting the gay pride parade (e.g. Manitoba MPTed Falk who refused 

to participate in it); fighting for one’s country is often seen as a patriotic duty 

(e.g. conscientious objector Desmond Doss’ story told in the movie “Hacksaw Ridge”)      

Given what John and the churches were facing, it would seem that his and 

their image and understanding of Jesus, as good and as accurate as it was, 

needed to be both recalled and deepened.  They needed to rediscover Jesus in 

3D & HD and 4K, seeing him in all of his heavenly glory and power.   

SLIDE12 “On the Lord’s Day I was (or “came to be”)Morris,52 in the Spirit,” said John.  

He was praying or caught up in the Holy Spirit one Sunday morning  we would 

say.3  And “I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet”4 John said.  Trumpets 

in Biblical times were primarily attention-getters (for worshipPs.81:3 or battleIs.27:3).  

                                      
3
 So Johnson, p. 40.  This is the only use of “the Lord’s Day” in the NT and John does not explain it.  But since, by the middle 

of the 2
nd

 century, it was used to refer to Sunday (the first day of the week, the day of Jesus’ resurrection—cf. Jn. 20
19

; Acts 
20

7
; 1 Cor. 16

2
), this is likely the case.  See Gordon Fee, Revelation, p. 14.  Morris, p. 52. 

4
 “Trumpets are mentioned more often in Revelation than in all the rest of the NT put together, and they are 

usually associated with the last things.” Morris, Revelation, p. 52.  (see Mt. 24
31

; 1 Cor. 15
52

; 1 Thess. 4
16

) 
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The voice of God as a trumpet goes back to God’s appearance to Israel at Mt. 

Sinai (Ex. 1916,19; cf. Heb. 1219).”  

In this case the loud attention getting trumpet like voice said, “Write on a 

scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches” (named in the order the 

postage service of their day would have delivered their mail).  John turns around “to see 

the voice”.  Any familiarity in the voice?  What or who did he expect to see?  

Someone as grand and glorious as the voice?    SLIDE13 – What John Saw 

“When I turned I saw seven golden lampstands” (John will cue us into their 

symbolic significance later on in v.20; but Ex. 2531-37 records the instructions given to Moses for 

making the seven-branched lampstand of pure gold for the tabernacle).  Among those glorious 

temple-styled lampstands was “someone like a son of man”.  Now there are two 

kinds of possible biblical echoes & associations.  On the one hand the phrase 

was used extensively by Ezekiel to speak of himself with humility (a “mere human 

being”).  But Daniel also spoke of “one like a5 son of man”7:13 (in contrast to all the 

beastly empires) who came “with the clouds of heaven”cf.Rev.1:7 and “was given 

authority, glory and sovereign power” over the whole world (“everlasting dominion 

that will not pass away…that will never be destroyed”—Dan. 714).  Which echo or 

association is John conveying?  There are more clues (if you need them)! 

John continues to describe this powerful voice, this towering central figure 

(“among” = “in the middle”), and draws on many additional images to help us hear 

and see what he heard and saw.  For example, John’s literary pallet draws from 

images in Exodus, from images in the prophets (especially Daniel & Ezekiel), and 

stock images from his contemporary culture. 

John notices how “the voice” is dressed (as we often do), because clothes 

make a statement.6  John saw “someone…dressed in a robe reaching down to 

his feet with a golden sash around his chest.”  What is how this person dressed 

                                      
5
 John says, is ‘like a son of man’, which is not exactly the same as Jesus’ expression ‘the Son of man’.  As Leon 

Morris notes, “In Greek this has two articles, ‘the Son of the man’; here there are none.” (p.53) 
6
 e.g. a new immigrant talking about being “held up” on the street by a man with a gun and dark clothes and a yellow strip 

down his pants and a silver badge on his shirt…Oh, you were stopped by a _________________.  Why?  I had fallen on the 

ice…He held me get up....   
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telling us?  A Greek clue I’ll help you with.  The Greek word translated robepoderes 

isn’t used anywhere else in the NT, but it is used seven times in the Greek 

translation of the OT (LXX), all but one of which is used for the attire of the high 

priest.7  But since the priestly sash of the OTEx.39:29 had become interwoven with 

gold by NT times, and since a sash worn across the chest (rather than like a belt 

around the waist) was for a person of great dignity it speaks volumes.8 

So does “the hair on his head” that “was white like wool, as white as 

snow”, just like “the Ancient of Days” (i.e. God himself—Dn. 79 “the hair of his 

head was white like wool”).  White hair = wisdom and the dignity of age.  But his 

eyes have not dimmed with age,9 indeed they “were like blazing fire” like the 

heavenly figure in the OT prophet Daniel’s vision (Dan. 106; cf. 218; 1912).  

v.15 – feet are like “bronze glowing in a furnace” (= brilliant & pure…no clay feet).  

His voice was “like the sound of rushing waters”, the same description the OT 

prophet Ezekiel gave to the voice of God (Ezekiel 432).   

In his right hand 16“he held seven stars”.  There will be a later explanation 

of these starts by John in verse 20, but I think he holds off on that for a moment 

to let the brilliance and magnitude and power of this image make its mark first.  I 

say that because here we find John dipping into his verbal palate of some 

common contemporary images to make a powerful counter-claim.  As 

commentator Darrell Johnson notes, 

“In the first-century mind, the seven stars would clearly refer to the seven planets known 

at that time. People thought that all of life was under the sway and control of those 

planets. [cf. the Magi story in Mt. 2] People anxiously consulted the astrology tables. 

The Roman emperors understood this and so asserted their supposed cosmic rule by 

surrounding their thrones with stars and planets. [Remember the Roman coin I showed 

you last week—SLIDE14]  This was the original “Star Wars”.   
In Greek religion SLIDE15 the goddess Hekate held the stars and calls 

herself “beginning and end.”  She was the goddess of the underworld and was 

                                      
7
 Robert H. Mounce, The Book of Revelation (NICNT), p. 78.  Cf. Ex. 25

6
;  28

4,27
; 29

5
; 35

8
; Ezek. 9

2,3,11
; Zech. 3

4
  

8
 “Josephus…speaks of the priest’s girdle as being interwoven with gold.  This, plus the fact that high girding (“at 

the breasts”) denotes the dignity of an important office, suggests that this part of the description as well is 
intended to set for the high-priestly function of Christ.” Robert Mounce, Revelation, p. 78. 
9
 Contrast Moses (Deut. 34:7 “yet his eyes were not weak”) with Isaac (Gen. 27:1 “his eyes were so weak…”). 
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often shown holding two torches and a key (many statues & images of her).  

People in John’s day were branded with images, like we are (the world stops to see 

the stars come out…at the Oscars; the political world stops to see how Trumped up the world is 

going to be).  So God gives what Darrell Johnson rightly calls, a 

“Counter-image. Alternate vision. SLIDE16 The seven stars are in Jesus’ right hand. 

Hekate does not have the stars. Caesar does not have the stars. Jesus has the stars! The 

planets do not control anyone. Jesus controls them. The stars do not run life. Jesus does. 

The Son of Man is Lord of the cosmos. The universe is held together by and in him (Col 

1:17). If we could just see that Right Hand: strong, steady, faithful! It would make all 

the difference. “He’s got the whole world in his hands.” 
 

Such amazing symbols and truths John is seeing, but John is not quite 

finished describing what he saw.  “Coming out of his mouth” John says, “was a 

sharp double-edged sword.”  This particular sharp double-edged “sword10 was a 

well-known offensive weapon.  It was tongue-like in shape making it a very 

appropriate, though sobering, symbol for the power of his words (cf. Is.49
2
; Heb.4

12
).

11   

 And “his face was like the sun shining in all its brillianceNIV (full strengthESV).  

Here John dips into the brightest and most brilliant part on his literary palate, the 

noon day sun.  If you’ve ever tried to look at the sun at full strength you’ll know 

that even a mere glance is overwhelming (in baseball).    SLIDE17 What John did 

By now I hope we get why John did what he did when he saw all this.  

What did he do?  “When I saw him,” he says in verse 17, “I fell at his feet as 

though dead.”  Dah!  No wonder: seeing the real Jesus, taking him in full 

strength totally humbled John.  And it should totally humble us.  Have you ever 

had Jesus reveal himself to you to the point where you felt overwhelmed and 

overcome by his presence?  (1st time for me was as a teenager…moved to tears of 

                                      
10

 Rhomphaia (TDNT, p. 987) is used 7 times in the NT, six in Revelation (1
16

; 2
12,16

; 6
8
; 19

15,21
; cf. Lk.2

35
).  In OT 

usage (LXX) it distinguishes “sword” from “spear (cf. 1 Sam. 17
45

).  The NT uses machaira (“dagger or small 
sword”—TDNT, p. 572) 27 times. 
11

 In the specific letter to the church at Pergamum (ch. 2), Christ will call them to “repent” of their idolatry & 
immorality or “I will soon come…and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”

2:16
 And in John’s vision 

of the return of Christ in chapter 19, he tells us that “coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations.”

19:15,21
  This is the original “Star Wars” Surely commentator Robert Mounce is right to 

conclude, “The sword in these vignettes symbolizes the irresistible power of divine judgment.” Revelation, 79-80. 
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joy because of God’s loving presence…and sorrow over the realization of how sinful I 

was in the light of His perfections and how deeply I had wounded him)   

Yet this superhero over all superheroes, this star holder of all the stars, 

this priest over all priests, this king over all kings, this Lord over all Lords, 

reaches down to us.  John says “he placed his right hand” the same hand that 

had been holding the whole universe in it, “on me”, on me, and said: “Do not be 

afraid.  I am the first and the Last.”  Friends, if the all-power in the universe was 

not also perfectly good, if he was not also the Mr. Universe of mercy and 

compassion we would have every reason in the world to be afraid of so many 

things.  But he comes and says, “Do not be afraid” and gives a treasure trove of 

reasons why.  Because he, and not Hekate, is the first and the last.  He is the 

Living One.  Oh yes, he was dead.  John himself had seen that.  John himself 

remembered that.  But on a dead end island on which many prisoners of the 

state expired, he needed Jesus to come back with a bigger show & tell than 

Doubting Thomas had.Jn.21  He needed to have Jesus look him in the eye full 

strength and say one more time, “now look, I am alive for ever and ever!  And I 

hold the keys of death and Hades.”12 

Implications  SLIDES 18, 19, 20 

1) Do Not Be Afraid of Who’s Coming – put yourself in the hands of this 
Jesus, the divine & supreme ruler who is perfectly loving and good. 
 

2) Do Not Be Afraid of What’s Coming (see Rev. 210 “Do not be afraid of what 

you are about to suffer.  I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and 

you will suffer persecution for ten days.  Be faithful, even to the point of [imprisonment or] 

death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown.”) 
 

3) Do Not Be Afraid to Write or Speak Up – I am so thankful that John not only 

heard and saw what he did, but that he also obeyed the command to write what he had seen 

for the benefit of all those, like Elisha’s servant, who need a reality check, who need to 

know more deeply than ever that “He’s got the whole world in his hands…the little bitty 

baby, the beast of a dragon, and you and me sister, you and me brother, in his hands.” 

                                      
12

 I’ll never forget Gordon Fee talk about his experience of being in a black church in the deep south.  It was an 
Easter Sunday morning and the black preacher was dramatizing what had happened that morning from the 
perspective of Satan.  And playing the role of Satan for a moment, he shouted to the demonic host in a great 
panic, “He’s got away! He’s got away! And He’s got the keys!”   


