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RE-READ 
 
15 Because I was sure of this, I wanted to come to you first, so that you might have a second experience of 
grace. 16 I wanted to visit you on my way to Macedonia, and to come back to you from Macedonia and have 
you send me on my way to Judea. 17 Was I vacillating when I wanted to do this? Do I make my plans 
according to the flesh, ready to say “Yes, yes” and “No, no” at the same time? 18 As surely as God is faithful, 
our word to you has not been Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed 
among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. 20 For all the 
promises of God find their Yes in him. That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God for his 
glory. 

 
RECAP 
 
It’s worth noting how often Paul used the word “yes” in his defence both of himself and of his gospel. It’s as 
if Paul said, “In all our interaction with you, up until this latest travel plan fiasco, our word to you has not 
been confused; it has been an unequivocal yes. In fact, it’s one of three unequivocal yeses that have 
marked our relationship with you all of which point to my trustworthiness as an apostle and the 
trustworthiness of the gospel I preached to you.” Here they are: 
 
Paul’s yes: “As surely as God is faithful, our word to you has not been Yes and No” (v. 18). In other words, 
it’s always one or the other. When I say “Yes” I mean “Yes.” When I say “No” I mean “No.” 
 
God’s yes in Christ: The gospel isn’t “Yes, God is for us today” and then tomorrow, “No, God is now 
against us.” It is always, gloriously, unchangingly “yes.” In Christ, God is always for us because, at the 
cross, Jesus swallowed the wrath of God’s “No” against us. God treated Christ as a sinner in our behalf, 
even though he never sinned, so that we could be the righteousness of God in him.  
 
The Corinthians’ (and our) yes to God through Christ: When we pray and we close with the word 
“Amen,” what we’re saying is, “Yes, Lord, you can do it. Yes, Lord, you are powerful. Yes, Lord, you are 
wise. Yes, Lord, you are merciful.” Our “Amen” is really our yes in response to God’s yes to us in Christ. 
 
RESPOND 
 
1. What caught your attention from Sunday’s sermon? What are you still thinking about/mulling over? 

What questions did Sunday’s sermon raise that remain unanswered in your mind? 
  
2. Some believe that if you tell the truth with the big stuff, little white lies are not a big deal. Why does 

Paul disagree? 
 
3. Verses 19-20 make the point that Jesus is “God’s 'Yes' ” and the “Church’s 'Amen.' ” What does 

this mean? How would you apply it in your own life? 
 
4. The sermon made the claim that we have to keep short accounts in order to keep trust high and 

targets big for healthy relationships. The sermon described the following dynamic: 
 

o On the one hand, (1) the longer the list, (2) the lower the trust/higher the suspicion, (3) the 
smaller the target, (4) the harder it is to communicate, (5) the more the relationship is on 
thin ice, (6) the harder it is to see grace, and (7) the harder it is to boast in grace. 

o On the other hand, (1) the shorter the list, (2) the higher the trust/lower the suspicion, (3) 
the bigger the target, (4) the easier it is to communicate, and (5) the more the relationship 
is on solid ground, and (6) the easier it is to see grace, and (7) the easier it is to boast in 
grace. 

 
Interact with this dynamic. Do you agree? Do you have relationships that reflect this dynamic? 
What can you do in response? 


