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Our reading is from Gospel of Matthew Chapter 10 from verse 

24 through to verse 39 reading from the “The New Revised 

Standard.” 

"A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is 

enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If 

they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will 

they malign those of his household!  

"So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 

uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I say to 

you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim 

from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 

soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not 

two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 

apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So 

do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. "Everyone 

therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge 

before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will 

deny before my Father in heaven.  

"Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come 

to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, 

and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 

mother-in-law; and one's foes will be members of one's own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and 

whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 

whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 

sake will find it. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 

Thanks be to God 
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Mary and I live in a four story condo development The Morgan: 

440 units, with 440 balconies, with 440 gas BBQ’s. The Morgan is 

also a four story wood frame structure. Every year wood frame 

condo developments catch fire and go up in smoke and many of 

those fires are caused by gas barbeques being left on or being too 

close to the building or exploding propane tanks… It would seem 

when you think about it that our wish to enjoy the summer time 

ritual of barbequing and the inherent danger of having a fire in our 

building are at cross-purposes. 

 

Cross-purposes are what keep the pet-lover with allergies 

continually sneezing and snuffling while joyously playing fetch 

with the dog.  

 

Cross-purposes are what keep the gardener moving slowly and 

cautiously on arthritic joints while gleefully playing in the dirt 

planting and weeding.  

 

Cross-purposes are what keep football-loving dads at a daughter's 

Sunday afternoon ballet recital instead of at the stadium or 

watching the game on television 

 

Making choices that run counter to our good sense or best interests, 

making decisions that are at cross-purposes with that which is 

easiest or even most enjoyable, are the central paradox of the 

Christian faith.  

 

Paul declared unequivocally that for most the message of the cross 

is foolishness. How could such foolishness bring the power of 

God, the gift of salvation, to those who follow Christ's crisscrossed 

path? The cross is at cross purpose with the world. 
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In this week's gospel text Jesus combines a message of "have no 

fear" with a litany of fearful directives. "Have no fear," he 

counsels, of proclaiming his mission and message "from the 

housetops." "Do not fear" the repercussions that may come from 

such pronouncements, for enemies can only he says, kill the body, 

not the soul. There's no hiding the fact, Jesus said, that discipleship 

may divide families, strain or even snap the bonds that keep human 

homes and hearts together. And the final directive Jesus gives in 

this list of dubious discipleship duties is the ultimate test of 

commitment, the greatest evidence of foolishness for Christ's sake: 

"take up the cross and follow me" (verse 38).  

 

And what could seem to be more at absolute cross-purposes with 

life than Jesus' admonition that "Those who find their life will lose 

it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it" (verse 39)?  

 

Throughout his  ministry, Jesus was continually at cross purpose 

with the world, crossing-over boundaries and barriers that 

separated people from God's love and life's gifts.  

 

Jesus accepted dinner invitations and sat down to banquets with 

those who were considered sinful, unclean, and unfit. Jesus 

reached across the barriers between the diseased, the outcasts, and 

drew them back into health and wholeness with his healing touch. 

Jesus bridged the yawning gulf between social and economic 

classes of his day.  

 

Crossing-over boundaries is risky and it often puts us at cross-

purposes with those in authority: the government, multi-national 

corporations, or the police. People today are crossing over 

boundaries all over the world fleeting from war, hunger, and 

economic hardship. Women are crossing over the boundaries of 

marital abuse fleeting the sanctity of marriage for security and 

safety of women’s shelters. Environmentalists set up blockades to 

prevent pipelines and the cutting down of old growth forests. 
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Boundary lines are where those on either side glare and glower at 

each other, throwing hostility and mistrust across the divide. 

Boundaries divide the healthy from the sick; the "acceptable" from 

the "unacceptable"; the successful from the failures; the powerful 

from the weak, the loved from the unloved.  

 

Going back and forth across those boundary lines can be dangerous 

territory and it's exactly that line that Jesus calls his disciples to 

cross-over time and time again.  

 

We cannot be disciples while we are afraid to cross-over those 

boundary lines that run through all of our communities. Here is an 

example of a boundary line that runs through communities all 

across Canada that needs to be crossed-over by the cross purpose 

of Christ?  

 

It’s called Sanctuary Cities. A Sanctuary City is one where all 

people, regardless of immigration status, can live without fear of 

detention or deportation. It is a city where individuals can exert 

autonomous control over the places they gather at, their schools, 

their health centers, their food banks, their social services and their 

neighbourhoods. A Don’t Ask Don’t Tell Policy makes city 

services available to all residents, regardless of their immigration 

status. The policy ensures that ALL city residents, including 

people without full immigration status, such as Valentina, can 

access essential services (housing, health, education, social 

services, and emergency services) without fear of being detained or 

deported. At the moment there are now two sanctuary cities in 

Canada, Toronto and Hamilton and Vancouver is currently 

considering becoming one. In the USA there are over a hundred 

such cities. In light of the letter that you have received from our 

council this morning this is a significant and justice issue. 
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Jesus was continually crossing boundaries to rescue the one lost, 

the one alone, the one forgotten. A life of constant cross-purposes, 

or what Paul called the "foolishness of the Cross," was evident in 

the way Jesus traveled. Instead of preaching and teaching just in 

the metropolitan center of Jerusalem, Jesus' cross-purpose mission 

led him to wander here and there, back and forth, sometimes 

making complete circles. Dusty villages, on the side of a hill, even 

just a wide spot in the road, became the focal points for great 

messages and miracles.  

 

In the middle of nowhere, out in a leaky, listing little fishing boat, 

Jesus stretched out his hands and calmed the winds and the waves. 

Yet in the middle of the Sanhedrin, in the heart of the Jerusalem 

power structure, Jesus said nothing. Jesus uttered not one word of 

defense. Jesus performed no miracles. Instead Jesus' words and 

works were most often directed at those who were out-of-the-loop, 

those without power or prestige, those who had been left behind by 

the culture.  

 

In many societies today and throughout history the practice of 

abandoning unwanted or imperfect infants has been long 

established and accepted. Today aborting unwanted female fetuses 

is common practice, even here in Canada. In the ancient world, 

children with obvious birth defects, girl-babies, mixed-race 

offspring, and other undesirable children were by definition 

outcasts at birth, and so were quite literally cast out. The child 

would be taken to the outskirts of the village or city and left there, 

unprotected, waiting for predators to carry them off. One of the 

“foolish” cross purpose acts practiced by early Christians was the 

intentional rescuing of those abandoned children.  

 

Jesus taught a discipleship that required crossing boundaries to 

reach those left behind. If the sparrows in the marketplace and 

even the number of hairs on our heads were of concern to God, 

how much more, Jesus preached, is each one of us worth? Every 

child is a child of God. Every child is God's concern.  
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This is the cross-purpose of faith: in order for a community of faith 

to grow forwards into the future and into the world, its members 

must constantly be crossing boundaries to recover those who have 

been left behind and treated unjustly.  

 

The discipleship journey that Jesus laid out for his followers is a 

roadway constantly intersected by competing paths. Jesus 

sometimes places us at literal cross-roads - forks in the road where 

we'll have to choose... life or death, family or faith, pleasing others 

or pleasing God, obedience to the law or breaking the law. 

 

Crossroads: moments on the journey where a definite choice to go 

left or go right must be made - are a daily encounter for Jesus' 

disciples. In Matthew 5:37, Jesus told us that sometimes we need 

to say "No," and sometimes "Yes." but we ought to be firm about 

whichever one it is.  

 

Sometimes the signs at these cross-roads make it difficult to tell 

which direction is the correct choice. Signs can be misleading, 

enticing, cajoling. Jesus warned his disciples that they must not be 

led astray, even by such seemingly right choices as love for family, 

love for companionship, or love for life's comforts.  

 

At the crossroads, it's often the rockiest, steepest, most dangerous 

way, the way that seems most at cross-purposes with your future, 

that's the right choice, the choice for life that ultimately leads to 

life.  

 

The Christian life is a life lived at cross-purposes. And so we must 

ask ourselves “Is the cross purpose first and foremost in my life? 

Or are the purposes of the world - a success/dollars-and-cents view 

of life – first and foremost?”  

 

Amen. 
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 We pray for faith community members who insist that local 

congregations raise justice issues. 

 We pray for those who have suffered because they advocate 

LGBT rights and sanctuary for the oppressed within the 

church. 

 We pray for those who welcome persons ignored by “polite 

society” into the church. 

 We pray for those who promote the questioning and critical 

study of Christian belief and scriptures in their local church. 

 We pray for those who affirm that promoting spiritual values 

is a priority in a materialistic society. 

 We pray for those who see the local church as a small but 

vital part of the Body of Christ worldwide. 

 

Holy God, we know and understand that at times to be a follower 

of Jesus is a tough calling. And so we ask that you give us courage 

and strength as we will take the rough with the smooth. 


