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WELCOME  
We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. There are candles in the Chapel for 

those who wish to light one and say a prayer at any time before and during the service. We 

ask that you please turn off all cell phones and pagers. After the service, we invite newcomers 

(and others!) to visit our Welcome Table downstairs in the Lounge. This is a place where you 

can learn more about the various activities and groups here at St. John’s, find contact  

information, and find ways to get involved and have fun! 

 

 

 

The Divine Indwelling:  For most people, ordinary life is characterized by the sense that God 

is absent. Yet, a little metaphysics would alert us to the fact that, if God were not present at 

every moment, we would not be here either.  Creation is not a one-time event.  It is God's 

ongoing gift on every level from the humblest quark to the highest stage of consciousness.  

         (Fr. Thomas Keating) 

 

 

 

 

Ministering today at our 10:00 a.m. service: 
Celebrant:     The Reverend Patrick Blaney 

Preacher:      Carolyn Iker 

Musician:     Galina Martyniouk, piano and organ 

Choir Director:   Christie Smith 

Clarinet:    Deborah Foster 

Sunday School Teacher:  Lisa Remy  

Liturgical Deacon:     Juanita Clark 

Crucifer & Server:   Hazel Breakey       

Readers:    Ann Burch, Leeann Price 

Intercessor/Prayers of the People:  Glenn McDonald 

Eucharistic Administrators:    Carolyn Iker, Maria Morellato, 

     Glenn McDonald, Allison Mulligan 

Greeter:    Eileen Spender 

Outreach:       

 

 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God from Anita McKintosh in loving memory of 

her mother, Freda Cargill.  
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 Three Bells       
Processional Hymn 
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The Gathering of the Community 

The Grace  
(Deacon may light one of three candles as each portion of this prayer is spoken.) 

 

Celebrant: We gather in the name of God, 

All:  Creator of the universe, 
  source of true humanity,  

  mother and father of all. Amen. 

 
Celebrant: We gather in the name of Jesus, 

All:  Word made flesh, 
  saviour of wounded humanity, 

  lover of all. Amen. 
 

Celebrant: We gather in the name of the Holy Spirit, 
All:  Lord and giver of life, 

  midwife of our new humanity, 
  inspirer of us all. Amen. 

 
Celebrant: Come then, Eternal God: 

All:  Be present here. 
  Befriend us here. 

  Renew us here. 
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The Collect 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
All  give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 

  and put on the armour of light, 
  now in the time of this mortal life 

  in which your Son Jesus Christ 
  came to us in great humility, 

  that on the last day, 

  when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
  to judge both the living and the dead, 

  we may rise to the life immortal; 
  through him who lives and reigns 

  with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Children & Youth Time 
After the hymn and lighting of the Advent candle, children and youth are invited to 

join your teacher Lisa  downstairs for Sunday School programming.  

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 
Hymn  A Candle is Burning (To the tune of Away in a Manger) 

   A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright 

   a candle of hope in December’s dark night. 
   While angels sing blessings from heaven’s starry sky, 

   our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 
 

Waiting in Hope (Children & Youth gather around the Advent Wreath) 

  
First Voice         On this first Sunday in Advent, we light this  

   candle and  name it  Hope (light first blue candle) 
  

Second Voice     When we light it, we feel excited. We are looking 
forward to something special. What can it be? 

When is it going to Happen? When we light this 
candle, we feel hopeful as we wait in this season. 

  
First  Voice        This candle reminds us that the prophet Isaiah  

   was longing for God’s presence too. 
  

Second Voice     It reminds us that the people in the early church 
were longing for God’s presence too. 

  

First Voice        This candle is a symbol for our own longing for  
   God to be with us. We wait in hope for God to  

   surprise us and break into our lives. 
  

All                      O God, Come, travel with us through Advent.  
   Give  us the  courage to spread hope in the  

   world.  Amen.  
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The Proclamation of the Word 

The First Reading: read by Ann Burch 

A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
   so that the mountains would quake at your presence—  

as when fire kindles brushwood 
   and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

   so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  
 From ages past no one has heard, 

   no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 

   who works for those who wait for him.  
 You meet those who gladly do right, 

   those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 

   because you hid yourself we transgressed.*  
 We have all become like one who is unclean, 

   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 

   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

 There is no one who calls on your name, 
   or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
   and have delivered* us into the hand of our iniquity.  

 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

   we are all the work of your hand.  
 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

   and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
   Now consider, we are all your people. 

        Isaiah 64: 1-9 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

All  Amen. 

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


 8 

 

 

Psalm 80: 1-7, 16-18 

 
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
O Lord God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

 
You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 

you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
You have made us the derision of our neighbours, * 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 

And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your name. 

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 
Psalm Prayer 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, our good shepherd; you have 
led us to the kingdom of your Father’s love. Forgive our 

careless indifference to your loving care for all your creatures, 
and remake us in the likeness of your new and risen life. We 

ask this in your name. Amen. 
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The Second Reading: read by Leeann Price 

 A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ 
has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any  

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will  
also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the  
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
       1 Corinthians 1: 3-9 

 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

All  Amen. 
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Gradual Hymn All stand for the Gospel. Before the reading of the Gospel, the 

first half of the Gradual Hymn is sung. 
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The Gospel:  First Sunday of Advent 
All stand for the Gospel. Before the reading of the Gospel, the first half of the Gradual Hymn is sung. 

 
Three Bells 

Liturgical Deacon     The Lord be with you. 
All       And also with you. 
Liturgical Deacon     The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

      Mark. 

All       Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light,  

 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 

winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 

 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender 

and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you 

see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 

Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have 

taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 

away. 
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Sermon  Carolyn Iker 

Time for Reflection 

 
Choir Anthem Silent Surrender     by Margaret Rizza 

 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know 

when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and  
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.  

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or  

else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to 

you I say to all: Keep awake.’    Mark 13: 24-37 
 

Liturgical Deacon The Gospel of Christ. 

All   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

At the conclusion of the Gospel, the second half of the Gradual Hymn is sung. 

Creed 
 
 I believe in God, 
 Creator of the universe, 

 dwelling forever beyond time and space. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ 

 who came to live among us 
 and let us see what God is like. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 sent from God through Jesus 

 to be our guide and comforter. 
 Therefore, I believe in love, in hope, compassion, joy and 

 faith, and forgiveness, and eternal life. 
     By Frances Somerville. 
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Prayers of the People 
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The Church: Bishop Melissa, Archbishop John, Fred our Primate, and Patrick our 

Priest; Advent Church, St. John’s University, Taiwan, Rev. Dr. Lennon Y.R. Chang, Rector 

(twinned with St. Andrew, Langley); St. Andrew, Langley, Rev. Paula Porter Leggett; St. 

Clement, North Vancouver, Ven. Lynne McNaughton, Rev. Elizabeth Mathers.  

 

 

The Local Community:  City & District of North Vancouver, Queen Mary  

Community School. 

 
The World:   Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;  

Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith;  

Where there is despair, hope;  

Where there is darkness, light;  

And where there is sadness, joy.   

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled  as to console;  

To be understood, as to understand;  

To be loved, as to love;  

For it is in giving that we receive,  

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,  

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 

Those in Need: For those who are sick, hospitalized and in need of our prayers.   

This week, our prayers are requested especially for these members and friends of our  

St. John’s faith Community:  Anna, Berna, Joan T., June, Wendy, Moyra, Rose, Tess, 

Bruce & Ann, Gail, Gary D., Frances T., Dianne & James, Connie, Alexandra V, 

Ingrid, Richard, Romilda, Denise, Stan, Terry & Ruth, Luann & George, Barbara, Drew 

Shoeffer and his family and friends, Gordon.  

 
The Dearly Departed:  Irene Neufeld, John Johannson, John Kreklevich  

 

In Thanksgiving: In our cycle of prayer, we pray for these members of our faith  

community: Doreen Kelly, Sean Kelsey, Pat Koonts, Kean Krytenberg, Pat Kuechler,  

Shelley Lane, Donna Lawrence, Alex and Cooper Heibloem, Rose Lawson.  

Prayers of the People (cont.) 
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Confession and Absolution 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, 
  God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

  he welcomes sinners 
  and invites them to his table. 

  Let us confess our sins, 
  confident in God’s forgiveness. 
Silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Most merciful God, 
All  we confess that we have sinned against you 

  in thought, word, and deed, 
  by what we have done, 

  and by what we have left undone. 
  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

  we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
  For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

  have mercy on us and forgive us, 
  that we may delight in your will, 

  and walk in your ways, 
  to the glory of your name. Amen. 

 
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

  pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
  confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

  and keep you in eternal life; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All  Amen. 

  

Sharing of The Peace 
We stand as we are able and greet our neighbours in the peace of Christ. 
 

Celebrant       May the peace of Christ always be with you. 

All                 And also with you.   
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Offertory Hymn  
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 

Preparation of the Gifts  
Representatives of the people present the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist (with 

money and other gifts for the needs and responsibilities of the Church) to the deacon or  

celebrant before the altar.  

 

The Prayer Over the Gifts 

Celebrant  God of love and power, 

All   your word stirs within us 
   the expectation of the coming of your Son. 

   Accept all we offer you this day, 
   and sustain us with your promise of eternal life. 

   We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   Amen.   

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 Celebrant:  This is the table of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 It is to be made ready 
 for those who love him 

 and who want to love him more. 
 So come, 

 

All:   we who have much faith 
 and we who have little, 

 we who have been here often 
 and we who have not been for a long time, 

 we who have tried to follow 
 and we who have failed. 

 

Celebrant:  Come. This is our Lord’s invitation. 
 

All:   It is his will that those who seek him 
 should meet him here. 
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The Great Thanksgiving (cont.) 

All    Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

   God of power and might, 
   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

   God of power and might, 
   heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 

   Hosanna in the highest, 

   Hosanna in the highest. 
   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

   Hosanna in the highest, 
   Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Celebrant:  Now let us hear the story  

 of how this sacrament began: 
 On the night on which Jesus was betrayed, 

 he sat at supper with his disciples. 
 While they were eating, he took a piece of bread, 

 said a blessing, broke it and gave it to them with the 
  words, “This is my body.  It is broken for love of you. 

 Do this to remember me. 
 Later he took a cup of wine, saying: 

 “This cup is God’s new covenant, 

 sealed with my love and my life blood. 
 Drink from it, all of you, to remember me.” 

(Silent reflection) 

  
Celebrant:  Setting our wisdom, our will, and our words aside, 

All:   emptying our hearts,  
 and bringing nothing in our hands, 

 we yearn for the healing, the holding, the  
 accepting, the forgiving, 

 which Christ alone can offer. 
 

  (Silent reflection) 
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The Great Thanksgiving (cont.) 

 

Celebrant:  Merciful God, send now, 
 in your abounding kindness and generosity, 

 your Holy Spirit to settle on this bread and wine 
 and fill them with the fullness of Jesus. 

All:   May that same Spirit rest on us, 

 converting us from the patterns of this passing  
  world, until we conform to the shape of him 

 whose food we now share. Amen. 
 

(Silent reflection) 

 

Celebrant:       As our Saviour taught us to pray, let us sing, 

 

All:   Our Father in heaven, 
   hallowed be your name, 

   your kingdom come, 
   your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 

   Forgive us our sins 
   as we forgive those who sin against us. 

   Save us from the time of trial, 
   and deliver us from evil. 

   For the kingdom, the power, 
   and the glory are yours, 

   now and forever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant:  He whom the universe could not contain, 

 is present to us in this bread. 

 He who redeemed us and called us by name 
 now meets us in this cup. 

 So take this bread and this wine. 
All:   In them God comes to us 

 so that we may come to God. 

 

The Communion 
 
Celebrant:   The Gifts of God for the people of God. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

All who love God and desire Christ are welcome to receive communion at this ta-

ble. Anyone desiring anointing with the oil of healing should fold their arms across 

their chest after receiving communion, as an indication to the priest.  Gluten-free 

wafers are available. Please let the Eucharistic Administrator know if you wish to 

receive one. 
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Communion Hymns (cont.) 
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Prayer after Communion 
 
Celebrant: Christ’s food in our souls, 

All:  Our food shared like his. 
 

Celebrant:  Christ’s life in our hands, 
All:  Our lives shaped by his. 

 

Celebrant: Christ’s love in our hearts, 
All:  Our love warmed through his. 

 
Celebrant: Christ’s peace on our path, 

All:  Our path following his. 
 

Announcements will be made downstairs during the coffee hour. 

The Doxology 
Celebrant O God, 

All  whose power, working in us, 
   can do infinitely more 

   than we can ask or imagine. 
   Glory to God from generation to generation, 

   in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 

Three Bells 
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Recessional Hymn 
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Dismissal 
Liturgical Deacon  Let us depart in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
 

All    Thanks be to God.   
  

 
Please maintain silence in the Sanctuary so that those who wish 

may remain in prayer.   


