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Jesus’ Baptism and Ours 
Matthew 3:13-17 

Baptism of Jesus Sunday; January 12, 2020 
 

Text 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would 
have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 15 But 
Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up 
from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, 
the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."  
 
Reflection: 
My daughter, Saepom, visited us for a week during the Christmas holidays. It was rather a short 
visit, but we had a great time cooking, travelling and talking about our passion for life. While she 
was visiting us, she asked me about the family photographs taken during her early years. When 
our children were born, we were good at taking pictures of them. We took many photos on 
special occasions as well as of their everyday lives. Wherever we went we carried a camera with 
us and took pictures of them. We made many photo albums of our children’s early years. She 
enjoyed looking at these childhood photos. However, from the time she went to public school 
there aren’t many. Probably we lost our enthusiasm for taking their pictures not because we 
didn’t like them as well, but because we sensed they didn’t like to be the subjects of 
photography. As a result, we don’t have many photos of our children’s teens. Was this your 
experience too?  
 
Today we read one of the gospel records of Jesus’ baptism. It was only about two weeks ago we 
celebrated Jesus’ birth, but today we heard a story of his baptism as an adult. There is not much 
information about Jesus’ youth and young adult life but we know he was baptized at the age of 
30. Unlike my experience of taking many photos of our children during their early years, we 
don’t have many photos or stories about Jesus’ childhood and young adult years. So, we have 
about a 30 year gap between last week’s Epiphany story, the visit of the Magi and today’s story 
of the baptism of Jesus. We may not know much about Jesus’ early life, but we can imagine that 
during those years he often thought about what to do for the rest of his life.  
 
How do we fill the gap between Jesus’ early years and his public life? To do this we need to 
retrace the story of Jesus’ birth. After the visit of the Magi, Joseph had a dream and was told to 
take Mary and Jesus to Egypt. They lived in Egypt as refugees without a home and security 
(2:13). While Jesus’ family fled to Egypt, Herod found out that the Magi had not come back to 
tell him where the Messiah had been born. He was very angry. Herod sent his soldiers to 
Bethlehem. The soldiers killed all the baby boys under two years of age in the village (2:16). So 
Jesus was almost killed by that deranged tyrant, Herod. After the exile Jesus’ parents could not 
return to their hometown because the new ruler of Judea had some serious insecurity issues 
(2:23). These are a few snap shots about Jesus’ early years. We can imagine Jesus and his family 
lived a though life: like Syrian refugees and fearful of being killed by the powers of the time; it 
was too dangerous to go back to their hometown.  
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We can imagine Jesus’ adult life would not have been different from that of his childhood. The 
Israelites suffered from high taxes, tyranny and oppression under Roman colonization. The adult 
Jesus also experienced the oppression of the Roman ruler of his county. It was at this particularly 
dangerous time that Jesus asks John to baptize him. When John refuses, Jesus says to John, “Let 
it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness” (3:15). In these words 
of Jesus, Matthew indicates that baptism for Jesus is not simply a matter of propriety; baptism is 
a matter of urgency for him. Why does Jesus urge John to baptize him? The words of Jesus 
indicate that the intention is “to fulfil all righteousness.” This need of Jesus reflects the situation 
of his time. We can imagine that there is no righteousness in Jesus’ world; there was no peace or 
justice. The most urgent mission for Jesus is to restore and fulfil all righteousness. When Jesus 
asks John for baptism Jesus uses the plural form “for us.” Why does Jesus use the plural form? It 
is because the fulfilment of all righteousness is not just a personal task for Jesus or John. It is for 
both of them to fulfil together in their community.  
 
I was baptised at the age of 18 when I was discerning about my future. It was a bit late baptism 
compare to other people, since many people are baptised as children or youth. Is there any 
specific age to be baptised? No! We can be baptised at any stage of our life. Let’s take Jesus as 
an example. When Jesus decides to be baptized, he is 30 years old. According to scholars he is 
probably older than 30 when we compare his age to contemporary demographics. At that time 75 
percent of the population would have died by their mid-twenties and by their mid-forties, 90 
percent.1 Through this data we can estimate that about 80 percent would have died by their 
thirties in Jesus’ time. Thus, Jesus is one of the seniors of his society. Jesus knows his life 
expectancy is limited. However, he decides to be baptized even at this old age. Through baptism 
he commits to be totally involved in the human condition. Through this baptism Jesus witnesses 
to his embodiment of humanity.   
 
When Jesus is baptised, Matthew reports, “suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw 
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him” (3:16). And Jesus hears the voice 
from heaven “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” I believe when we 
are baptized God also speaks to us as Jesus hears the blessing: “You are the beloved with you I 
am well pleased.” What wondrous words! What a blessing! By baptism, we become the beloved 
children of God. No matter who we are, we are God’s beloved children. No matter what else we 
are, we are God’s beloved children through our relationship with Jesus Christ. 
 
“You are my Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Henri Nouwen, a well-known theologian, 
once said that it is not easy to hear that voice in a world filled with voices that shout, “You are no 
good, you are ugly; you are worthless; you are despicable, you are nobody – unless you can 
demonstrate the opposite.” These negative voices are so loud and so persistent that it is easy to 
believe them. He argues that this is a great trap; it is the trap of self-rejection. As soon as 
someone accuses us or criticizes us, as soon as we feel rejected, left alone or abandoned, we find 
ourselves thinking, “Well, that proves once again that I am nobody.” We tend to blame ourselves 
first. In those situations, let us think about Jesus’ baptism and ours and God’s blessing. We are 
claimed by God: “You are the beloved.”  
 

 
1 Bruce J. Malina & Richard L. Rohrbaugh, Social-Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels (Fortress 

Press, 1992), 41.   
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A voice comes from heaven, “You are the beloved. With you I am well pleased.” Let us 
celebrate Jesus’ and our baptism today and this week and all year round, knowing we are 
claimed as God’s beloved children. And let us hope to fulfill all righteousness in this community 
and the world. Amen.  

     
--- 
Hyuk Cho (The Rev. Dr.) 
Coordinating Minister 
West Point Grey United Church, Vancouver  
 
 
 
  
 


