
Sermon Guide April 12, 2020 
Resurrection weekend 

Good Friday: “The Beauty and Ugliness of the Cross” - Mark 15:16-39 
Resurrection Sunday: “The Gospel of Almost” - Luke 24:1-35 

 
Sermon Notes: 
Good Friday: 
The death of Jesus is different from what we encounter with any other religious leader 

1) The ugly reality of the cross 
a) It reveals that Jesus was despised and rejected by men 
b) It shows that Jesus was smitten by God and afflicted. 

2) The unmatched beauty of the cross 
a) The death of Jesus declared a new reality 

i) Reconciliation between God and man; and between man and man 
ii) It’s all over, and it’s all open 

 
Resurrection Sunday: 

1) The message of the resurrection can either be dismissed or explored 
a) Have you considered the eyewitnesses? 
b) Have you considered the empty tomb? 
c) Have you considered the testimony of scripture? 

2) The Gospel without the resurrection would leave us perplexed, sad, and dead in our 
sins. 

a) There’s a danger of failing to live in light of the resurrection. 
b) Jesus’ resurrection secures ours 

3) The resurrection is what makes the Gospel the Gospel 
 
 
Reflect: 

1) It’s over and it’s open. The need for sacrifices and guilt for our sin is over. The way to 
God is open, clear to eternal life. Which of these do you struggle most to keep in mind? 
Why? What can you do to live more in these realities?  

2) We might prefer a Gospel of “almost” by wanting to diminish or dismiss certain things 
about faith and about who Jesus is. In what ways are you tempted to try to re-fashion 
God after your preferences? What parts of the Bible do you wish weren’t there? 

3) Complete the blanks with personal examples and share your thoughts with each other: 
Without the resurrection I  _____________, but because Jesus is raised I _________. 

 
Study: 

1) Read Romans 6:1-14 together. Consider and discuss: 
a) What implications does Paul list regarding Jesus’ death? 
b) What implications does Paul list regarding Jesus’ resurrection? 
c) How should these implications impact our actions in day-to-day living? 



d) What does Paul state should be our motivation for living in righteousness? How 
does this motivation differ from a legalistic motivation, or from a pleasure-seeking 
motivation? 

 
Pray: 

1) Scripture: Read and pray through Hebrews 13:20-21 and 1 peter 1:3-7 
2) Identity: As you pray, keep in mind that if you are a believer in Jesus, you are raised 

with him to new life. 
3) Redemption: Pray with rejoicing that the resurrection seals all the joys and promises of 

the Gospel. 


