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Sermons 
from Northwood United Church 

 

“Listen to him”  

Matthew 17:1-9 

Will Sparks               March 2:2014 

 

 May the words of my mouth, the meditations of our hearts, and the actions of our lives be 

acceptable in your sight O God, our strength and our redeemer. Amen.  

 The transfiguration, that is the story we just heard. Up until this point in the story of 

Jesus,  he has been travelling around Galilee teaching and healing, and calling together a circle of 

people based on a radical way of being in relation to God, themselves, each others, and to the 

world around them. And the transfiguration is God's turning point in the story of this radical way 

of being that they only saw in retrospect. At the time, it was quite an experience, but like so 

many experiences we have, the full impact of the event was only perceivable later. In each of the 

gospels, after Jesus has been teaching and healing, and in some cases bumping up against 

resistance from religious authorities and Roman authorities, he predicts that it will only get 

harder. In fact it is likely to get really hard, he is likely to be killed and prescribes the way of the 

cross for his disciples. It is not that difficult to see why they were puzzled- why they didn't get it. 

If this is such a great, life-changing way of being, why does it have to be so hard? That doesn't 

make sense. 

 So then after that hard revelation to his friends, he takes Peter, James, and John up the 

mountain. There in an experience that likely would have been hard to describe, God confirms 

Jesus' decision to walk the path of radical love even if it means suffering and death. There, in an 

experience that connects Jesus with the ancient ones, with Moses- the Law, and Elijah- the 

prophets, and with his own baptism- "You are my beloved..." there is affirmation that yes, hard 

though it may be, this is the way, follow this one, "listen to him." 

 Think about turning points in your life, points of no turning back, points of no return. 

Times when you made a choice for some deep reason, and you may well not have know how big 

a choice it was at the but now you look back and you realize how big it actually was. Think 

about turning points in the lives of others. These are moments that we need to listen to, because 

contained in these moments are messages about what it means to carry our cross, to live life with 

intention, to choose our path, to pay a price for the path we choose, and to feel its meaning. 

Listen to the struggle for life in those moments, because Christ is in those moments. Listen to 

him, to what he might say to you, to what the voice of love at the heart of the universe might say 

to you in these moments. Listen. 

 Because there is deep compassion, deep understanding in the voice of God. In Jesus we 

see the way God walks the hard path before us. To know that at the heart of the universe there is 

a love that knows the way of the cross, that knows what it means to make hard choices for holy 

purposes, that knows the impossible tangles of human existence, that knows not only the ecstasy 

but the agony of it, that makes all the difference. That makes life look different, feel different. It 

transfigures life. Listen to him, listen to the voice of love at the heart of the universe, and 

experience the transfiguration, the way life looks different. 

 Listen to him in the soldier who comes home with doubts about war; see the 

transfiguration. 

 Listen to him in the alcoholic who chooses not to drink today; see the transfiguration. 
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 Listen to him in the young woman facing an unexpected pregnancy; see the 

transfiguration. 

 Listen to him in the citizen who refuses to pay taxes that pay for nuclear weapons; see the 

transfiguration. 

 Listen to him in the lives of immigrants who are paying a huge cost to themselves as they 

leave family, community, so that they might create a better life for their children; see the 

transfiguration. 

 Listen to him in whatever you face. Hear in him, one who understands sacrifice, 

understands how the pain of it and the inexpressible beauty of it are two sides of the same coin, 

understands and is in it with you. Amen 

 


