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THE DECALOGUE – AN INTRODUCTION-2 
We’ve seen that the Ten Commandments were a blueprint given by God to govern how the people were to relate to Him, to 

each other and how to conduct themselves.  They are about relationships not rules.    

Now, jump over to the New Testament and examine Jesus’ distillation of the of the whole OT law found in Mark 12:28-31 
“One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked 
him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 

“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your  

neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” “ 

The really interesting thing about Jesus’ response to the question is that neither of these two “most important” 

commandments is part of the Ten.  But in keeping with the spirit behind the law, Jesus clearly indicates what the whole Law 

was about – Relationship.  It starts with our relationship to God and then our relationship to one another.  Or to put it 

succinctly “Love God … Love others” 

As people created by a loving God we have a responsibility to respond in love towards him.  Our love relationship with him 

should eclipse all other relationships in our lives.  Our God is the greatest, the most, the best, the worthiest, perfect, unique, 

unrivaled, unequaled, transcendent (keep adding any other superlative you want and it applies).  Sadly, this trusted 

relationship was broken from the very beginning when the first man, Adam, decided that when forced to make a choice 

between someone and God, God was not the greatest, the most, the best . . . Adam made the wrong choice.   

All through scripture God has been offering the same choice to people.  If we choose to pursue a love relationship with him 

he will in turn, bless us with his presence and his spirit (Psalm 51:11).  He will never leave us or forsake us. (Deuteronomy 

31:6-8; Joshua 1:5)  He will place our feet upon the rock (Psalm 40:2) of his character, of his love.  “You will be blessed when 

you come in and blessed when you go out.” (Deuteronomy 28:6).  We hear the heart-cry of God in Deuteronomy 30:19-20 

“This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, 

and hold fast to him. For the Lord is your life,” 

This investigation so far has helped us to understand some of What the Ten Commands are about and also Why God gave 

them.  The overall structure of the Ten can be broken down in various ways but if we stay with the theme of Relationship 

then here is a suggested way of thinking about them:   

The first three are about God’s Relationship to Us 

 The fourth or one in the middle, speaks about Our Relationship to God 

  The final six are about Our Relationship to Others 

First of all God asks us to look up;   

When we do, he reciprocates by blessing us with the conscious knowledge of his presence; and  

Then, we are encouraged to look around us with a new perspective.   

Unless we do things in this order then we will never know the full richness of God’s blessing for us in relationship.   

God’s way really is the best way because he is the one who made us – Psalms 100:3 

Know that the Lord is God. 

It is he who made us, and we are his; 

we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 


