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 Holy One, take us as we are. Summon out what we shall be. Take the words 

offered and received here, and let them be part of your great creative work of love 

and healing in our lives, in our community and in the world. Amen. 

 So, people ask me, "how was our Sabbatical," and I find myself trying to 

sum up four months of experience, learning, reflection, relationships, in a sentence 

or two and it is impossible. And it will also not be possible in one sermon. But of 

course the question is asked out of a genuine desire to reconnect, and that is lovely. 

So, thank you, the sabbatical was fine… and likely bits and pieces of story, 

experience and reflection will leak out over the next weeks and months. And I will 

try not to sound like a broken record. "When I was on sabbatical..." 

 However, the purpose of a sabbatical is to step back, get some rest, get some 

distance on the everyday demands of ministry and to reconnect with that deep 

source of strength and purpose and faith that is at the heart of all good ministry. It 

is to sink deep into the source of life, my life, our life, the life of this world. It is to 

take some time to remember who is there all along- ‘cause it is possible to forget. It 

is possible in the midst of change and struggle and even success, to forget who is 

here in us and among us, who we depend on. It is possible, in life, to lose faith.  

 And then we hear the words of Jesus speaking directly to a time of conflict, 

to a hard situation, the kind of situation that can make us forget.  

He says, if you are in conflict with someone in the church, you need to go to them 

directly and hash it out with them. And if that doesn’t work, take a trusted friend. 

And if that doesn’t work, ask the community to help resolve the situation. And 

then, if that doesn’t work, well, some things go that way, and you may lose a 

friend. But if it works, you have regained a friend. And then he steps back and 

says, you know, how you work things out in this life really matters. What you do 

has eternal significance. What you bind on earth, is bound in heaven. What you 

loose on earth, is loosed in heaven. Whenever the bible talks about heaven, I never 

think of a place, but rather think of the spiritual realm. And here Jesus is saying, 

what you bind in your life, is bound in spirit too. What comes apart in this life 

comes apart spiritually too. So pay attention to the way you work things out here, 

because life runs deep.  

Now if that sounds intimidating, he immediately goes on to say, but don’t 

worry, because you don’t have to work out all this tricky stuff on your own. Where 

two or three of you are gathered in my name, I am there among you.  
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Now I don’t know how you take that, but to me that is incredibly reassuring. 

That means that whatever I am going through, whatever life is handing me, I don’t 

have to face alone, work it out on my own. I have a companion of eternal strength 

and wisdom upon whom I can rely. As I was reflecting this week on this passage, a 

passage about conflict and the call to restoration in community, I was counting up 

in my mind the number of conflicts that have been going on just in the last four 

months, since I have been off. Things have gone completely off the rails in the 

Ukraine with no sign of resolution there at all. The Syrian people are going through 

hell at the hands of their own government. It is devastating, with ghastly examples 

of unprecedented use of chemical warfare. The immergence of ISIS, an Islamist 

group which has no compunction about mass killing and ethnic cleansing. Ever 

deepening cycles of violence between Israel and Palestinians that show little sign 

of letting up. Conflict erupting in Fergusson Missouri rooted in long standing 

alienation based on race. And frankly, close to home, we have a conflict between 

the BCTF and the BC Government that is such a classic example of how not to 

resolve conflict, how to dig in and hunker down. Finding resolution, much less 

restoration of relationship, is a very hard task.  

We live in conflicted times, and in these kinds of times the human beings 

involved are vulnerable to forgetfulness- forgetting the humanity of the other, 

forgetting what life is supposed to be about, forgetting and losing faith. And what 

we as people of faith, followers of Jesus bring to these very conflict situations is a 

gospel that proclaims, this really matters (what we bind on earth and what we loose 

on earth…), and he is among us.  

There’s a song that helps me in this process of remembering and coming 

back to faith that we only really ever sing in evening services but that I just love. It 

speaks of tough times and of conflict, of the ways life can pull us apart. And it 

speaks of an even deeper truth, that God is found within those very times and 

places. In the quiet curve of evening, in the sinking of the days, in the silky void of 

darkness, God is there, in the midst. In the devastation of displaced Syrian families, 

in the rubble of a Palestinian school, on the conflict strewn streets of Fergusson, 

God, you are there. In the conflicts within our families, in the marriages that fall 

apart, in the teen years, at the seemingly locked down negotiation tables, and on 

the picket lines, you are there, we proclaim as people of faith and followers of 

Jesus, God, you are there, you are there, you are there. Thank you and help us 

never to forget it. Amen. 


