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The Eyewitness 
Pastor Jack Campbell 

 

Pop quiz time. What do the following people have in 
common? 

 Simon Greenleaf Nicky Gumble 
 Frank Morrison Lord Denning 
 

The answer is: they are all lawyers who wrote       
significant amounts of literature to prove that the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most     
verifiable facts of the Christian faith. And at least 
two of them started out trying to prove it was a 
myth,  but after extensive, careful examining of the 
facts, came to the conclusion it was true. 

After examining the evidence they came to the   
conclusion of Sherlock Holmes via Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle: “after eliminating the impossible, whatever 
remains no matter how improbable must be the 
truth!” I think we all need to be skeptics and then be 
convinced of the truth. We come to belief based on 
what the facts show. Jesus invites us, like Thomas, 
to believe, but we have to trust the disciple’s        
account of what happened and we can rely on his 
trustworthiness. 

I’m a confessed armchair psychologist/sociologist. I 
like to be a detective of human nature. What       
motivates people to do certain things and to         
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Navigating a New Reality 

Pastor Brian Robertson 
 

This is the second issue of the new church news-
letter that we plan to send you every couple of 
weeks or so during this season of “pandemic lock-
down.” We’ve just come through Holy Week, and it 
was no doubt strange for all of us to celebrate East-
er without being able to gather together in all of the 
ways that we usually would have. We hope that the 
various ways in which we have been reaching out to 
you through the internet – through our website, 
through social media, through e-mail – have provid-
ed ways for you to feel connected to the rest of the 
Sevenoaks family. Our objective is to stay present to 
each other in spirit even though we are separated 
from each other physically. 
 

If we’ve come away from Easter wondering “What is 
going to happen next?” we can probably only imag-
ine how unsettled Jesus’ disciples were feeling after 
that first Easter. The Resurrection is the culmination 
of the story told in the Gospels, but it is hardly the 
end of the story. Over the next two Sundays we will 
be continuing our sermon series in John’s Gospel.  
This coming Sunday (April 19) Pastor Jack will be 
preaching from John 20:19-29, and next Sunday 
(April 26) Pastor Jamie will be wrapping up our se-
ries in John with an exposition of John Chapter 21.  
(We encourage you to read these passages ahead of 
time, and to prayerfully meditate on their signifi-
cance as you prepare your hearts to listen to Jack 
and Jamie preach.) Both of these passages describe 
scenes in which Jesus’ disciples encounter their now 
risen Lord, and in both of them his followers experi-
ence a degree of uncertainty and trepidation, as 
they try to navigate the new reality that they find 
themselves in. (This is a state of mind that we can all 
probably identify with during the present season!)  
My prayer for us is that we - like His original group 
of disciples - will be open to discovering how much 
more He has in store for us than we had previously 
ever imagined. 
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Financial Giving 
 

Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ, an 
act of worship to the living God & an expression of trust 

in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision of know-
ing Jesus & making Him known.  

 

Online via Pushpay 

Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recur-
ring gift to the church using Pushpay. Use a credit 
card & designate where you want your gift to go.  

 

Online Banking 

There are 2 ways to give through your financial insti-
tution’s online banking site: 

1. Bill Payment 

Like paying bills, add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as 
a payee. Note your offering envelope number as 

your account number.  

2. E-Transfer 

Like sending money to someone, add 
life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the amount 
you want to give & make up a security question. 

Then be sure to send the security question answer 
for the e-transfer in a separate email to 

life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it. 

 

Cheque 

Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance 
Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope 
number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the 
completed cheque in an envelope & mail it to the 

church office. 
 

Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church! 

Contact Information 
 

Sevenoaks Alliance Church 
2575 Gladwin Road 

Abbotsford BC  V2T 3N8 
 

Help us keep your information current.    
Contact Tammy at the church office or email 

ttoews@sevenoaks.org 

Coming in May! 

On Sunday May 3rd Pastor Jamie will be launching a 

new 9-week sermon series entitled David: After 

God’s Heart. When we send you out our next news-

letter, we’ll be sending you a Devotional Guide that 

you can use to track with this sermon series as it 

unfolds. To refamiliarize yourself with the broad 

sweep of David’s remarkable life, we encourage you 

to make some time over the next two weeks to read 

1st and 2nd Samuel.  

entertain certain beliefs? It has to do with             
interpreting the facts and coming to conclusions on 
which you depend for your answers to life’s big 
questions. 

I need reliable witness to believe something/
someone. I need empirical evidence also, like   
something palpable, visible, even audible. 

John in his first letter to the church entices me and 
my skepticism with these words: “That which we 
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, 
which we have looked at and our hands have 
touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of 
Life. The life appeared, we have seen it and testify 
to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which 
has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we 
have seen and heard, so that you can experience it 
too!”   

As we look more in depth at this on April 19, may 
we find our skepticism fading in the face of the facts 
laid out by the eyewitness. 


