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 April 10th 2020 
Good Friday 

 
Please stand as you are able where indicated (*) 

 
WE APPROACH OUR GRACIOUS GOD 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Announcements: 
 
We Prepare in Silence 
 
   ♫♪ *Introit: “Love us Into Fullness” verse #1—MV #81 
 
*Scripture Sentences/Call to Worship   from Psalm 51 
 
 O Lord, open my lips: 
 And my mouth will declare your praise. 
  
 Create in me a clean heart, O God: 
 Renew a right spirit within me. 
 
 We have gathered here today, 
  to remember and give thanks for Jesus Christ. 
 The One who knew human joy and sorrow, 
  the One in whom we discover God. 
 
 We give thanks for his life: 
  how he healed, forgave, and brought hope. 
 But we gather also to remember his death: 
 
 

 To remember how those in power, 
  feeling threatened by him, 
  conspired to kill him. 
 How he was betrayed, denied,  
  and abandoned by his friends. 
 
 Yet in his death, he bore 
  the sin, grief and suffering of the world: 
 We give thanks for Jesus Christ. 
 
 He lived for us and he died for us: 
  that is why we gather to worship today. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Written by Frances Flook, 
Gathering, Lent/Easter 2020, p. 42. 

Used with permission. 
 
   ♫♪ *Hymn:  “O Come and Mourn with Me Awhile”—VU #136 
 
*Litany of Approach 
 
 Merciful Christ, Lord of life and death: 
 We give you thanks that out of your emptiness, 
  you have filled our lives with love and grace. 
 
 Out of your pain: 
 You have brought us healing and wholeness. 
 
 Out of your sorrow: 
 You have brought us the joy 
  of living in your presence. 
 
 Out of your death: 
 You have brought us life. 
 
 We give you thanks for your gift, your sacrifce, 
  your love. 
 Amen! 

Written by Frances Flook, 
Gathering, Lent/Easter 2020, p. 42. 

Used with permission. 
 
♫♪ *Response:  “Love us Into Fullness, verse 2”—MV #81 



WE LISTEN FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Psalm:   Psalm 139: 1-12 
 
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 
      you discern my thoughts from afar. 
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
 
  You search out my path and my lying down 
      and are acquainted with all my ways. 
  Even before a word is on my tongue, 
      behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. 
  You hem me in, behind and before, 
      and lay your hand upon me. 
  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
      it is high; I cannot attain it. 
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
 
  Where shall I go from your Spirit? 
     Or where shall I flee from your presence? 
  If I ascend to heaven, you are there! 
     If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 
 If I take the wings of the morning 
     and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea: 
  Even there your hand shall lead me, 
      and your right hand shall hold me. 
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
 
 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, 
      and the light about me be night,” 
  Even the darkness is not dark to you; 
      the night is bright as the day, 
      for darkness is as light with you. 
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
 
 Glory to God in the highest! 
 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!  
  Amen! 
 
 
 

Scripture:  Matthew 27: 32-61       
 

The Gospel of Christ!! 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 
   ♫♪ Anthem:  “My Song is Love Unknown”—VU #143 
 
Sermon     “Credo, Third Series, Part Four:  
   Descended to the dead” 
 

And about the ninth hour  
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying,  

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is,  
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

 
      --Matthew 27: 46 
 

WE RESPOND TO THE GOOD NEWS  
OF THE GOSPEL 

 
  ♫♪ *Hymn:  “What Wondrous Love Is This”—VU #147 
 
Litany for the Church and for the World 
 
 Let us pray, brothers and sisters,  
  for the holy church of God throughout the world, 
  that God may guide it and gather it together 
  so that we may worship God 
  in peace and tranquility. 
 God of power and love, 
  you have shown your compassion  
  in Jesus Christ. 
 Guide the work of the church. 
 Help it to persevere in faith 
  and to proclaim your name  
  to people everywhere.  
 
   ♫♪ Response:  “Let Me Be Open”, refrain—Megill/Klusmeier 
 
 Let us pray for our ministers 
  and for all who serve the church 
  with the gifts God gives them. 



 Strengthen and sustain all who minister. 
  Keep them in health and safety 
  and help each of us to do faithfully 
  the work to which you have called us. 
 
♫♪ Response:  “Let Me Be Open”, refrain—Megill/Klusmeier 
 
 Let us pray for all preparing for baptism 
  and reaffirmation of faith, 
  that they may respond to God’s love 
  and grow in grace all their life. 
 God of power and love, 
  you bless the church with new members. 
 Nurture them in faith. 
 Bring them to new birth as your children. 
 Keep them in the company of the saints. 
 
♫♪ Response:  “Let Me Be Open”, refrain—Megill/Klusmeier 
 
 Let us pray for all who do not know God, 
  that the light of the Holy Spirit 
  may awaken them to faith. 
 God of power and love, 
  may all your children everywhere 
  know your goodness. 
 Help us, your church, 
  to become more perfect witnesses  
  of your grace 
  so that all may see you in us. 
 
♫♪ Response:  “Let Me Be Open”, refrain—Megill/Klusmeier 
 
 Let us pray for all in positions of power 
  in government and business 
  that God may guide their hearts and minds 
  so all may live in peace and justice. 
 God of power and love, 
  defender of the poor and oppressed, 
  call to account the rulers of this world, 
  so that people everywhere may enjoy 
  justice, peace, and freedom 
  and a fair share of the goodness of creation. 

 
♫♪ Response:  “Let Me Be Open”, refrain—Megill/Klusmeier 
 
 Let us prayer all who are sick or dying, 
  all who are homeless or in prison, 
  and for all who suffer from hunger or violence. 
 God of power and love, 
  strength of the weary, 
  hope of the despairing, 
  hear the cries of your suffering children 
  and give us the courage  
  to be agents of your love for them. 
 
♫♪ Response:  “Let Me Be Open”, refrain—Megill/Klusmeier 
 
 Finally, at this time of heightened uncertainty and fear, 
   at a time when the whole human family 
  through the scourge of COVID-19, 
  has been reminded of its deep unity, 
  and of its inescapable fragility, 
  let us pray for each and for all. 
 God of power and love: 
  give us the courage to live through 
   an uncertain time. 
  Help us not to succumb to our fear, 
  help us not to give in to narrow 
   and selfish impulses, 
  help us to retain the same generosity  
   and compassion that guided Christ  
   as he sojorned in our midst. 
 
 We pray in the name of Christ our Saviour.   
 Amen. 
 
The Prayer of Jesus 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy Kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 



 and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the Kingdom, 
  and the power and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

WE DEPART TO LOVE AND SERVE OUR GOD 
 
  * ♫♪ Hymn: “O World of God”—VU #258 
     
*Sending Forth 
 
 We glory in your cross, O Lord. 
 We praise and glorify your holy resurrection, 
  for by virtue of your cross 
  joy has come to the whole world. 
 
 May God be merciful to us and bless us, 
  show us the light of his countenance, 
  and come to us: 
 Let your ways be known upon the earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 
 Go forth now, to love and to serve our God. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
♫♪  *Closing:  “Love Us into Fullness”, vs. 3—MV #81 
 
Postlude 
 


