
Second update regarding COVID-19 

Current to March 17, 2020
 
Dear friends, 
 
We continue our response as a community of faith to the rapidly evolving situation with 
COVID-19. In keeping with recommendations of the BC Centre for Disease Control and 
guidance from The United Church of Canada, the next steps we are taking are: 
 
-Sunday morning services in-person are suspended for the foreseeable future. All mid-
week programs are suspended for the foreseeable future. The only exception at this 
time is Loaves and Fishes. For updates to Loaves and Fishes schedule and safety 
plans go to https://www.nanaimoloavesandfishes.org.  

Later this week, you will receive another email with links connecting you to online 
options for worship and spiritual community. We commit to finding online options which 
are easy to access: no new services to sign up for, no cost to you, and absolute 
minimum learning curve! Note: All updates such as this one will be emailed as well as 
posted to our website and Facebook page. All material shared to Facebook will also be 
posted on the Brechin website as of Monday March 23rd. We recognize that accessing 
online resources is not easy and familiar for everyone, so please don't hesitate to reach 
out by phone if you have any questions, or any requests for non-online resources.  

-The Brechin House office will be closed effective Wednesday March 18; emails to 
Brechin will continue to be received by Cindy and Tif. 

-The Brechin House phone line will be forwarded to Tif’s cell phone once we've fully 
begun working from home. Effective March 18, please use Tif’s cell phone number. 
778-268-2276 (call or text). Office hours will be 10 am to 6pm Sunday to Thursday; 
please follow these hours for non-emergency matters. Emergency calls received 
outside these office hours will be returned as soon as possible. 

-All continuing meetings will be conducted via Zoom, an online video-meeting platform. 
If you are a member of a team which will continue to meet, you will be given access to 
this tool. Google docs will be established for any teams needing a way to share and 
update information. If your team receives a Google docs link this is for your use only 
and confidential to you. Do not share it with someone else without permission.  

-Pastoral visits will continue by phone, email, Zoom, Skype or FaceTime as you prefer. 
In the event that in-person contact is needed, every precaution will be taken. 

-If you are in need of support with picking up prescriptions, running errands, 
transportation or accessing food, please contact Tif or the pastoral care team. If you are 
not in a high risk demographic and you are willing to volunteer to support others, please 
contact Tif or the pastoral care team. 
 

https://www.nanaimoloavesandfishes.org/


This has been an overwhelming time for everyone, on top of all the joys and sorrows we 
each hold every day! It’s a great deal to bear, and no one can do it alone. Please 
continue to connect with one another, with the pastoral care team, and with Tif. Please 
know you are deeply cared for, and held in prayer. May peace be with you. It’s not an 
easy peace we speak of in times like these, and it’s not a simple peace. But may we 
each find deep peace in the presence of God, the movements of Spirit, the love of 
Christ and the kindness of one another. 

With every blessing, 
Kathy Torhjelm, Council Chair  
Tif McNaughton, Minister 


