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THE OCTAHEDRON OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 
 

 

 

 

 

What is an “Octahedron”?  Well, as you can see from above, it is a 3D shape with eight sides.  The interesting thing 

is that unlike a 2D shape, like a square, or a triangle, it cannot be limited to a single defined description.   

Peter in his second epistle gives us an “octahedronal” description of what our Godly Christian lives should look like.  

He begins in 2 Peter 1:3-4 “His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge 

of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and precious 

promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature,” 

He then goes on to describe eight different “sides” or qualities that we can add to our Godly Lives.   
2 Peter 1:5-8 
“For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to 

knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual 

affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you 

from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

"For this very reason, make every effort . . ." the only way we "may participate in the divine nature" (vs 4) is to actively 

practice the qualities listed in vs 5 - 7.  This list is different from the Fruit of the Spirit found in Gal 5:22,23 because 

of our active participation. "Make every effort . . ." indicates our responsibility to cooperate with the Spirit of God 

to bring forth the divine nature in our lives. 

We begin as we exercise FAITH.  This is the first step in our Christian walk and our life in God.  Our FAITH is then 

demonstrated by our GOODNESS towards others. However, true goodness needs to have the boundaries of 

KNOWLEDGE.  Without this godly knowledge our good works can be simply that – good works – and even what we 

perceive to be “good” may be received in a different manner by others.  In turn, knowledge given by God needs to 

be governed by SELF-CONTROL.  In a conversation I once had with a godly pastor he observed that the “need” will 

always be greater than the “supply”.  There is only so much that one individual person (or group) can do.  As we 

continue to live our lives in this fashion we need to have PERSEVERANCE which helps us to become more GODLY.  

Just showing up where we are supposed to be is a testimony to others of the presence of God in our lives.  Godliness 

in turn will bring out MUTUAL AFFECTION between us and from there it is a relatively easy step to LOVE, true Agape 

(selfless and God-originated) Love which should and does become the fundamental driving force in our lives.  
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Each of these “additions” brings us to the culmination, LOVE.  This is something we work towards and not our starting 

point.  Peter understands that this is not who we are naturally, because this was not who he was.  It took his betrayal 

and then conversation with Jesus beside Galilee where Jesus asked him 3 times “Do you love me?” to really drive 

this home to him. Getting to the point of true Agape Love takes effort but this is where the list stops. We don’t need 

to add anything to Love because God’s Love is sufficient.  

Your octahedron may not look like mine but the key question is whether we are both “making every effort to add” 

to each quality.   

Finally, the other aspect of this passage is that although all of the qualities listed are outward-focused towards 

people, the purpose, according to Peter, is for us to be kept “from being ineffective and unproductive in your 

knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  In other words it begins and ends with Him. Our motivation is not altruism but 

seeking and acknowledging the Glory of God. “Knowing Jesus - there is no greater thing”. 

 

All I Once held Dear (Knowing You) 

Graham Kendrick © 1993 Make Way Music CCLI 260258 

 

 

All I once held dear, built my life upon, 

All this world reveres and wars to own; 

All I once thought gain I have counted loss, 

Spent and worthless now compared to this. 

 

CHORUS: 

 

Knowing You, Jesus,   knowing You 

There is no greater thing. 

You're my all, You're the best, 

You're my joy, my righteousness, 

And I love You Lord. 

 

Now my heart's desire is to know You more, 

To be found in You and know as Yours, 

To possess by faith what I could not earn 

All surpassing gift of righteousness 

 

Oh to know the power of Your risen life, 

And to know You in Your sufferings; 

To become like You in Your death, my Lord, 

So with You to live and never die. 

 

 

 

 


