
Invisible forces 

 

 

 

I have never had the slightest desire to read a horror book or watch a horror movie so know nothing about the 

genre. However, I wonder if anyone has created a book or movie with the following scenario.  

A strange reptilian, almost other-worldly, creature called a pangolin is the possible cause of an infection which 

began at a food market in central China. The infection proves to be highly contagious and highly potent. Soon 

people start to die. As people move around the city more become infected, then the illness spreads further afield 

carried by travellers to other cities and to other countries. Daily death tallies start to increase exponentially. An 

unstoppable malaise creeps across the world. Within a few weeks most countries are affected: billions of 

people! 

The disease is, of course, invisible. As invisible as the virus is fear. People start to fear one another. Who might 

be a carrier? How, where and when might I be infected unwittingly? Old habits have to be re-learnt: do not 

touch a door handle or grocery trolley handle, credit card terminal touchpad or keyboard, maybe cardboard or 

paper. A movement begins to try to keep it at bay by everyone, yes everyone, isolating themselves from family, 

friends, co-workers. Man no longer lives in community. Soon it is recognised that world economies are 

seriously ill too. Where will it end? 

- -    - 

Unrecognised by most, there is another invisible force at work throughout this crisis. It is actually more 

powerful than the virus. It operates like a flashlight being switched on in a dark room; it cuts through the 

darkness, overcoming it. However, like a flashlight, it has to be switched on. It is latent until someone chooses 

to activate it.  

Intriguingly, this force is already present everywhere yet it too can spread with potent effectiveness once people 

reach out to it and then to each other. It will bring hope to an individual, conquering fear. There is a choice of 

living in an exterior dystopian world or an interior utopian world. Another similarity is that it too is carried by 



people who can pass on the knowledge of its life-changing potency. Best of all, it is placed in our world by a 

supreme being who is all-powerful; whose power is principally enacted by love. His book, of a very different 

genre, includes the phrase “perfect love casts out fear”.  

 

Dear Lord of all, we pray that you will awaken our loved ones to the recognition and then the acceptance of 

your love. Help us to be effective carriers of your life-changing potency. Help us to be light in the world, 

reflecting your light. Help us to bring your peace and love where there is fear. Amen. 

Martin Vernon 
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