
The Persistence of Prayer 

We all know that we should pray. That goes without saying. Talking with our Heavenly 

Father is as essential to the life of Christian faith as is communicating with our children or 

loved ones. God wants to hear from us, and we need to be willing. This dynamic is 

reflected in the beautiful verse in Psalm 27:8: 

My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.” And my heart responds, 

“Lord, I am coming.” 

But, effective prayer is not easy. How are we to pray? We’re exhorted to be fervent, 

diligent, constant and heartfelt: to pray without ceasing.  Perhaps we sometimes focus on 

prayed-for results which don’t occur, or we see no tangible response from God and 

become discouraged. Then, our prayers may become irregular, rote, or cease altogether. 

While God does answer prayer he doesn’t always do so on our terms or our timeline.  

We are reminded of Jesus’ parable in Luke 18:1-8: 

Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and 

not give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God 

nor cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him 

with the plea, “Grant me justice against my adversary.” 

“For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, “Even though I don’t fear 

God or care about men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me I will see that 

she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually wear me out with her coming!” 

And the Lord said “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring 

about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to Him day and night? Will He keep 

putting them off? I tell you, He will see that they get justice and quickly. However, 

when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?” 

Colloquially, the widow was “the squeaky wheel who got the grease”. Her perseverance 

forced the uncaring, unrighteous judge to intervene, if only to rid himself of the problem. 

The same principle applies. Whereas the widow’s persistent, perpetual pressure unlocked 

the cold heart of the judge, the key to the loving heart of God is persistent, perpetual 

prayer. When we press our prayers we reach out to a Heavenly Father’s heart and a 

Father’s compassion. Persistent prayer moves God’s heart to action (Luke18:7).  

God knows us and cares for us more than any person we know and love. Isaiah 65:24 

says “Before they call I will answer; while they are still speaking I will hear.” But, our 

persistence moves God because we are serious, we care and we try so hard as we cry 

out to Him.  

In these times of danger and uncertainty may all of us persist in our heartfelt prayers.  

Prayer: 



Dear Heavenly Father, help us to pray as You would have us, and to persevere in our 

prayers. Align our hearts with Yours, and help us to learn to trust in Your timing and care, 

and to desire what You desire for us and our world. Amen 

Song: 

O, The Deep, the Deep Love of Jesus 
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