
Sermon Notes
Text: Matthew 20:1-16

Intro:

Summer Challenge – being purposeful about growing in faith and 
blessing our community

Today: The Work challenge

1. With the right perspective, all work can be spiritual

God’s Vineyard (Isaiah 5:1-7; Jeremiah 2:21; Hosea 10:1)

Colossians 3:23-24

If you work with an attitude of worship and a heart that is oriented toward 
God, ALL work is God’s work. 

The Work Challenge (Part 1): Ask, How does my work serve the 
kingdom of God?

2. The wages in God’s kingdom are different than the wages of 
earth

Romans 6:23

The workers weren’t victims of injustice; they were victims of jealousy. 

3. How can our work promote the gospel?

Matthew 20:12

Jesus bore the burden of the work, so that we could experience God’s 
generosity. 

Jesus, who was first, became last so that we, who were last, could be 
first. 

The Work Challenge (Part 2): What burdens can you bear so that God 
can be generous with others?

Conclusion:
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Life Group Discussion

Warm up:

1. When you think of jobs that are “God’s work” what jobs do you 
typically think of? Why? Did Sunday’s sermon help change your 
perspective on this? How so?

Study & Discussion:

1. Consider the “theology of work” explained in Pastor Dave’s 
introduction (God is always working, Jesus was a blue collar worker, 
“Servant of God” is a high title, the second common in scripture is to 
work, work will exist in heaven, etc). What does this say about the 
value of work in God’s eyes? Why do we struggle with motivation to 
work? Why do we struggle with seeing purpose and value in our 
work? What do you think work will be like in heaven as compared to 
on earth?

2. Read Colossians 3:22-25. This passage is not meant to justify 
slavery; it is meant to help slaves have a godly perspective in an 
undesirable circumstance. What perspective shift does Paul 
encourage slaves to make? How would this be helpful? How can this 
same principle apply in our own undesirable circumstances (work, 
home, or other)? 

Application:

1. Do the Work Challenge: Ask yourself, How does my work serve the 
kingdom of God? And,

2. What burdens can I bear so that God can be generous with others?

Prayer:

1. Pray 

2. Other Requests
•
•
•
•
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