
 

March 2020 

This year in Messy Church 
our stories will be about 

The People Jesus Met and Changed 
People who became Jesus’  

special friends  

 
 

Welcome to March Messy Church at St John’s 

 
Sorry that we cannot provide coffee, tea and snacks online but here is MC as we had hoped to have it on 
Thursday March 19, 2020 
 
We have already learned about the fishermen who become Jesus’ best friends, Zaccheus, sisters Mary and 
Martha, some shepherds, Levi/Matthew and Bartimeaus. This month’s story is about a young man who 
met Jesus one day.  
 
We’ll have the story first this month 
 
The story of the Rich Young Ruler – or ‘What do I need to do to be on Jesus’ team?’ 
 

John Bowen, with volunteers, tells or rather acts out, the story. You can find some friends to act it out to-

gether  or read it and imagine how it would have been at MC. 

 

John [comes up to Jesus: kneels if arthritis allows]: Jesus, I really want to be on your team. How can I be 

on your team? 

Jesus: Now, John, there are two things you need to learn to be on my team: love God and love people. 

It’s really very simple. Do you think you can do that? 

John: I’ll try. Can I have some toys to play with as well? 

Jesus: Of course. I’ve got lots and lots of toys, and I’d love for you to borrow them and play with them. 

Take as many as you need! [Indicates the bag full of toys. No wonder Jesus gets confused with Santa. 

Anyway.] 

John: Oh, thank you, Jesus. That’s great! [John fills his arms with toys, wanders around happily.] 

Person 1 comes up: John, can you help me with my shopping? I’m really tired, and it would be such a 

help. 

John: [takes a minute to notice] What? Oh yes. Um, I’d love to, but I’m really busy playing with my toys 

right now. Aren’t they great! Jesus has been so kind to me. Maybe there’s someone else who can help 

you. [Walks on, the person leaves, looking downcast.]  

Person 2 comes up: John, do you think you could help me shovel my sidewalk? I’m not strong enough, 

and I’m afraid someone is going to slip and hurt themselves. 

John: [takes a minute to notice] What? Oh yes. Well, I can see that’s a problem, but I don’t think I’m the 

right person to help. As you can see, my arms are full of toys, so it’s really not a good time. Perhaps to-

morrow or the day after? [Walks on, the person leaves, looking downcast.] 

Jesus [comes up behind John]: John, do you remember what I told were the two things that people on 



 

my team learn to do? 

John: Oh, hi, Jesus. Of course. That’s easy: love God and love other people. I’m good at remembering. 

Jesus: But John, I sent you two people to help, and you were too busy to take care of them! 

John: Oh yeah. Well, I’m sorry about that, but I was too busy playing with my toys. 

Jesus: Your toys? Do you remember who loaned them to you? 

John: Oh, um, yes, it was you, wasn’t it? 

Jesus: So they’re not really yours, are they? 

John: I guess you’re right. 

Jesus: They’re a lot of fun but they’re not the most important thing in life. Let’s try one more time. [Jesus 

stays and watches. John looks around.] 

Person 3 comes up, trips and falls over: Ow, ow, ow! Can you help me, please? I’ve fallen down and I 

can’t get up! 

John: Oh, sure, I can help you. [Realises his arms are full of toys, and he has to make a choice.] [To the 

group.] What do you think I should do? [Hopefully they will say, “Put the toys down!” Then to the group.] 

But will I get them back again? [Sure!] OK. Now I’m ready. [Helps the person up, dusts them down, etc.] 

There. Are you sure you’re OK now? 

Person 3: That’s so helpful. Thanks a million. I really appreciate that. [They walk away.] 

 Jesus: Well done, John. That’s exactly the sort of thing I want you to do. 

John: OK, but does that mean I can never play with the toys again? 

Jesus: No, you can still borrow them. But remember: they’re not what will make you part of my team 

and they won’t make you happy in this life. 

John: You know, I don’t know if I’m actually going to bother with them right now. Maybe some other 

children would like to play with them. 

Jesus: That’s great! Do you remember what it is that will make you happy? 

John: Yes, I do: love God and love other people. 

Jesus: Let’s all say it: what will make you part of my team?  

All: Love God and love other people!  

Jesus: Right on! 

              
 READ the story in Mark 10 46—52  
 

 
Crafts for the story of the Rich Young Ruler –  
or What do I need to do to be on Jesus’ team? 

 
These are crafts that help us to show others – even the birds - that we 
care about them 
 
 
GET WELL CARDS   
 You need: Card stock, Envelopes, Pictures, Messages for inside, Glue sticks, Pens, 
pencil crayons, markers Decorations (stickers, etc) 
 How to make it: Fold the card in half. Glue a picture onto the front of the card 
above the message. Choose a message for the inside and write it on the right side – 
or create a personal message for someone special. Add decorations to the card as 
desired. Mail/give to someone you know who is not well or needs cheering up. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A46-52&version=CEB


 

Talk about how by sending a ‘get well’ card to folks we show we care for them. Again – another way to 
‘give’ to others. 

 
  
BIRD FEEDER   
 
You need: A 3 inch rolls of cardboard, or smaller if you do not have a big one, 
peanut butter or corn syrup, paint brush, string,  Bird seed Bowl or tray for the seed. 
What to do: Make a seed roll: Using the paint brush dab the roll with corn syrup or 
peanut butter, Roll it in seeds, tie string through the roll. 
These bird feeders are to hang outside for the birds to enjoy – or to give to some-
one to put up. 
Talk about how all of God’s creatures are important and that we can help feed the 
birds. 
 
HYGIENE KITS   

 
 You need: Large ziplock bag, Optional - stickers to decorate the bag 
 To put inside each bag: Toothpaste, 1 Toothbrush, 1 Soap, 1 Shampoo, 1 
Cream Rinse, 1 Tissue  pack 
 What to do: Assemble the bags with the items listed. 
 Talk about; how Jesus tells us that we should be generous and give our posses-
sions away to others. There are people who do not have many of the things we 
do and that we can help by giving items to a mission for them and to know that 
we care about them. 
 

 
TREASURE BOX 
 
 You need: small box, card to cover the lid, stickers or crayons to deco-
rate it..  To put inside the box: things that reminds you of what you 
treasure, what you can share. pictures of a Bible, Jesus, a heart (love) 
 What to do: Stick cover on the box. Write “My Treasures” 
 Talk about; what things are special to you and how you can share 
them with others 
 

Supper 
 
We can’t have supper together this month, but here’s the recipe for Rainbow Cake that 
Sue was planning to make! 
 
Use a white cake mix and add some vanilla to boost the flavour. Mix cake according to package directions 
then divide into 6 approximately equal dishes and add food colouring to make 6 different colours. Spoon 
half of each colour into 2 cake pans and then gently swirl. 
Bake according to directions. Fill with lemon filling and ice with chocolate buttercream or use whatever fla-
vours your family likes. 

Next Time - Thursday April 16, 5 – 7 pm.  
           Doors open 4:45pm.   
   Jesus meets Mary—on Easter Day. 

Check out www.rockonlocke.ca/messy-church and www.facebook.com/sjemessychurch 

http://www.rockonlocke.ca/messy-church
http://www.facebook.com/sjemessychurch

