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TRINITY NEWS 
          Rev. Dr. Brian W. Goodings(705) 445-3901April 11,  2020

Easter Sunday Rev. Brian, Paul Sloan and perhaps a special guest will provide the 
service online. The services online have a growing following. That’s one thing we can 
say about the corona virus that is positive while we hope for all to test negative.

Rev. Brian’s latest musings:

 April 8, 2020 
Trinity Musings: Rev Brian Goodings (self-isolating and feeling sadder today in my office 
at Trinity UC) 
I assume you’ve heard that John Prine died yesterday from complications caused by his 
Covid-19 infection? He was one of my favourite singers and song writers and gave the 
world songs like Sam Stone, Angel from Montgomery and dozens and dozens of 
others. I used to sing his song Dear Abby at the top of my lungs while tree-planting in 
northern Ontario. I probably had most of the words and tune mixed into my own 
version, but it kept me in a good mood in spite of the misery of that work. Drove the 
blackflies and my fellow tree planters away too so I spent most of the days happily 
alone. He was a musician’s musician and Andrea and I had tickets to go and see him 
this year at the Mariposa Folk Festival in Orillia in July. This virus has now cancelled all 
the tomorrows and songs he might have shared with others. 
Sad news indeed, heaped on top of all the sad news we’ve been inundated with as of 
late. This virus seems to be everywhere…and it probably is or has been in one form of 
another for a long time. I read about it being found in a tiger at the Bronx Zoo 
yesterday. I wonder who administered the test! Standing on the business-end of a 900 
pound tiger and sticking a twelve inch swab up their nose wouldn’t seem like a good 
idea to me. It’s something that Joe Exotic (Tiger King) might do but he’s in jail right 
now for trying to kill Carol…gadzooks…sad commentary that I know so much about 
that crazy-dude! 
The important thing to remember right now is that our testing results are helping us 
describe where this virus is or has been but it’s this knowledge that is spreading 

Link for the Easter Sunday Service

https://youtu.be/O-gdCPs10IY



quickly, not necessarily just the virus. When the first microscope was invented and people put lake water 
under the slide, they discovered an entire world of microscopic plants and animals that no one knew existed. 
They had always been there but nobody could see them. Same story with the telescope. It “discovered” 
things we didn’t know about before we looked through the lens. 
Likewise the testing for the Covid-19 virus. We are growing in our “knowing” as much as anything. We 
may always have been at risk from corona-like-viruses but we haven’t been testing on an international level 
like we are right now. This particular mutation of a virus is proving to be deadly but it’s not like they just 
appeared out of nowhere. We are certainly in a very public and alarming pandemic right now but I believe 
it’s important NOT to panic. On many levels, the world is only temporarily more dangerous from the threat 
of viruses that it has been since the beginning of our existence. We just haven’t known as much as we do 
right now and it’s unsettling- but not really something that wasn’t there before. 
I reiterate what I said in an earlier musing, THE most oft repeated phrase in the Bible is “Do not fear”. John 
Wesley (not quoting scripture) may have coined the phrase “Cleanliness is next to godliness” and God is the 
kind of company we can keep. It’s important to keep learning about the viral-world that has always been 
around us but also to quell our fears and wash our hands- A LOT. 
I’ll end with the words from one of John Prine’s songs. When I Get to Heaven might have been as 
appropriate as anything right now but it is pretty cheeky and this is a PG column so I’ll quote from 
“Boundless Love” instead. 
“If by chance I should find myself at risk A-falling from this jagged cliff I look below, and I look above I'm 
surrounded by your boundless love 
Surround me with your boundless love Confound me with your boundless love I was drowning in the sea, 
lost as I could be When you found me with your boundless love You dumbfound me with your boundless 
love You surround me with your boundless love” 
May he rest in peace and we keep singing and playing his wonderful songs that he gave the world. 
*link to Boundless lovehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ON7ChuK7D4 
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Prayer for a Pandemic 
by Cameron Bellin of Seattle, Washington 
http://krugthethinker.com/2020/03/prayer-for-a-pandemic/

May we who are merely inconvenienced 
Remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors 
Remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home 
Remember those who must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close 
Remember those who have no options. 
May we who have to cancel our trips 
Remember those that have no safe place to go. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market 
Remember those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 
Remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, 
let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 
Let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 

           Amen. 
 

http://krugthethinker.com/2020/03/prayer-for-a-pandemic/
http://www.linkwithin.com/
lovehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ON7ChuK7D4
lovehttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ON7ChuK7D4
http://krugthethinker.com/2020/03/prayer-for-a-pandemic/
http://www.linkwithin.com/


BROADVIEW

Broadview renewals are due by April 13th.  During this challenging time of in home isolation and high reliance on 
technology for communicating there is nothing like a good ‘old-fashioned” real paper read.  Broadview provides a 
space for the exchange of values and ideas, problems and solutions related to spirituality, justice and ethical living.  
The Broadview Breakfast group at Trinity meets monthly to share thoughts and reactions to articles in the current 
issue...a really fun and enriching time.  Consider renewal or starting a new subscription for your inspirational and 
educational reading.  If you would  like to renew your subscription or arrange for a new one please phone Joan 
Boughton at 705-445-9393 by April 13th to arrange for mailing or pick-up of payment.  Cost remains at the group 
rate of $25.00 cash or cheque payable to Broadview.  

Pew Pals 
Every person regularly attending Sunday worship at Trinity United Church is invited to participate in a 
Pew Pals Circle. The purpose of each Circle is to informally look out for the well being of each member of 
the Circle and to assist with resolving any identified need for an absent member. If a need is identified, 
the Circle Leader will inform the Minister. By caring for each other in this way we show our Christian 
love.  

Your Circle is based on those persons who usually surround you in your pew area. See the Church 
Layout diagram to determine your Pew Section and Circle name. Please ensure that your Circle Leader 
has your contact information. An e-mail address for each Circle Leader can be obtained from the Trinity 
United Church 2020 E-Mail List. You can also obtain your Circle Leader’s contact information from 
Doug Harrison by telephone at 705-718-3883 or by e-mail at wdougharrison@gmail.com.   
We still need a Circle Leader for Section 8. 

List of Circles and Leaders 

Pew Section       Name of Circle                            Circle Leader           
  
        1                           Trust                                Maria Mitchell 
        2                           Community                     Janie Jardine                
        3                           Blessed Ones                   Wayne McInnes           
        4                           Happy Apostles               Ruth Crittenden          
        5                           Son Beams                        Stewart Carter            
        6                           Hope                                 John and Christine Brown 
        7                           The Family                       Lorraine Beattie       
        8                            Vacant                              Vacant                       
        9                           Joy                                     Marg and Dave Holroyd                  
      10                           Neighbours                       Brenda and Dave Saunders                 
      11                           Psalms                               Kathryn Colantonio 
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Speaking of Broadview, Trinity has received 
national exposure in the April issue with an article 
on page 49 highlighting the Susan Wells Crock 
Pot Program organized by Barb Sneyd. If you do 
not subscribe to Broadview, you can read it online 
once it is released. Just go to to broadview.org

p.s. We knew Barb before she became famous.

http://broadview.org
http://broadview.org


Hope Gratitude and Solidarity
A message to Canadians from Religious Leaders in Canada

in Response to the COVID-19 Pandemic
                                                                          

In spite of present sufferings, which can seem overwhelming at times, 
the flames of hope cannot be extinguished.

Let us witness hope to each other and so become beacons of light 
during these uncertain times.

We draw hope from a variety of sources: from our religious beliefs, the love of our families, the relationships 
with friends and the work we do. Each of these, and other as well, provides rays of hope to our daily lives.

As religious leaders, we raise our collective voices to highlight the necessity for greater attention to the needs of 
the homeless, the incarcerated, the elderly and those already suffering from social isolation.

This is a time for human solidarity. We all need to pull together.

Let us pray that, in the face of COVID-19, we respond with an abundance of hope, gratitude and solidarity, 
trusting in the loving and ever merciful God, the source of all hope.

(Above extract by Mary Elizabeth Piercy. The complete statement is well worth reading – see link below  and the note from Beth Theis 
about a similar worldwide ecumenical statement.)

This is the first ever joint statement from all the members of the Canadian Council of Churches and all 
the members of the Canadian Interfaith Conversation – over 80 organizations, including a wide range of 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim traditions, organizations and agencies; Hindus, Sikhs and Buddhists are 
also represented. The whole statement is well worth reading: go to https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/hope-
gratitude-and-solidarity/ and click on the link to the full English statement.

The Canadian Council of Churches also joined with the World Council of Churches and other regional 
ecumenical organizations in a message to Christians worldwide that “urges prayers and action for one world to 
protect life”, asking that we safely minister to, provide for, and care for those most in need and those most at risk 
– including refugees - the world over. They stress that physical distancing does not mean spiritual isolation. This 
statement, too, is well worth reading: go to https://www.councilofchurches.ca/news/historic-joint-statement-of-the-world-
council-of-churches-and-regional-ecumenical-organizations-urges-standing-together-to-protect-life/ and click on the link to the 
full statement.

Sold Out!
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Donating To Trinity 

With our services on line Trinity’s revenue is experiencing the expected impact but there are 
ways we can continue our support.
One way we can continue to support Trinity during this critical time is through PAR or pre-
authorized remittance. It is used by fifty Trinity individuals and/or households at this time. A 
recent increase of five! It is a monthly contribution.
Our thanks to Secretary Ruth Crittenden who passes on the information below: 

When determining the amount for your monthly contribution, you need to decide how much you 
want to give to the church per year and then divide by twelve. Don’t go by the amount you would 
give in a four week period as that amount would give the church less than dividing the total per 
year by twelve....and thus less than you would normally give.
You can give to three categories if desired: General, Mission and Service, and Stewardship.
If you wish to top up your givings at any time or give to any other funds, this can be done with a 
special PAR envelope or an envelope of your own, but not your current boxed envelopes as your 
number will change.
PAR comes out of your bank account around the 20th of each month.

You can email your scanned form and scanned void cheque to:
Ruth Crittenden
ruth.crittenden2978@gmail.com

or mail the original void cheque and form to:

Ruth Crittenden
32 Carmichael Cres.
Collingwood ON L9Y 4R7

The PAR form is available as a special attachment in Word for your convenience. 

Credit Card
Go to collingwoodunitedchurch.ca  and click on Ways To Give. The link gives you the option of 
using a credit card. You receive an immediate confirmation from PayPal when you donate this 
way.

Mail

Of course you can always send a cheque (never cash) payable to Trinity.

Trinity United Church Collingwood
140 Maple Street
Collingwood, ON

L9Y 2P8

http://collingwoodunitedchurch.ca
http://collingwoodunitedchurch.ca


Next deadline for Trinity News 
is May 13. Send items to 
johnbrown5@rogers.com  

OurThanks To Trinity News Sponsors
Collingwood Toyota
collingwoodtoyota.ca

Fawcett Funeral Homes
fawcettfuneralhomes.com

Greenland Int’l Consulting Engineers
grnland.com

Trinity United Church: Collingwood  
Minister: Rev. Dr. Brian Goodings trinityminister@bmts.com 

Cell Phone: 705.441.0561 

Hospital Visitor: B J Hunter 705.444.7295 

Ministry of Music: Paul Sloan, 705.730.3121 (cell) 

Sunday school: Helen Wells 705.445.1798 

Handbell Director: Maryellen Burgess, 705.443.1422 (cell) 

UCW President: Sue Edmunds, 705.444.5688 

Custodian: Michael White 1.705.344.5757 

Office Assistant: Lori Forsythe 

Church Office: trinityadmin@bmts.com  
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 8:30 am-1:30 pm 

140 Maple Street, Collingwood, ON   L9Y 2P8 
Tel: 705.445.3901 

 Website: www.collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 

Trinity News: johnbrown5@rogers.com  
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