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• Christ is risen! 
 
• The Church left the building 
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Despite the glorious weather we 
have had in the past days, sitting 
here in COVID-19 isolation 
sometimes feels a bit like being in 
prison. And I often long to hug you 
dear members of the CRUC 
community that I was only 
privileged to serve for three 
months before being separated 
from you. I lament that our 
beginnings were short-lived. 
Know, however, we are truly 
blessed that our Council decided 
to close our doors for the personal 
safety of each of you. As the virus 
came closer and closer to 
Canada, I felt quite alone with the 
inner knowledge that hard 
decisions had to be made for a 
community I hardly knew. Our vote 

to close for now was built knowing 
we will re-open, and, in the 
meantime, we have the skills to 
sustain our church community 
online in a digital, virtual, new 
world. You really need to be proud 
that Campbell River United has 
been ahead of the curve of what 
other churches have been able to 
accomplish for the past five 
weeks. We are zooming in this 
new time, we are gathering, we 
are open, we are welcoming, our 
church is alive in times of isolation 
and adversity. Come, join us. 
So, boom, slap, drag, whap, in the 
cold waters of a new world, 
together with our CRUC team of 
leaders, we now manage to offer a 
Sunday service online in Zoom 
every Sunday. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters 
in Christ Seven Stanzas 

at Easter 
 

John Updike (1932–2009) 
 
Make no mistake: if He rose at all 
it was as His body; 
if the cells' dissolution did not reverse, 
the molecules 
reknit, the amino acids rekindle, 
the Church will fall. 

It was not as the flowers, 
each soft Spring recurrent; 
it was not as His Spirit in the mouths 
and fuddled 
eyes of the eleven apostles; 
it was as His flesh: ours. 

The same hinged thumbs and toes, 
the same valved heart 
that-pierced-died, withered, paused, 
and then 
regathered out of enduring Might 
new strength to enclose. 

Let us not mock God with metaphor, 
analogy, sidestepping, transcendence; 
making of the event a parable, a sign 
painted in the 
faded credulity of earlier ages: 
let us walk through the door. 

The stone is rolled back, not papier-
mâché, 
not a stone in a story, 
but the vast rock of materiality that in 
the slow 
grinding of time will eclipse for each of 
us 
the wide light of day. 

And if we will have an angel at the 
tomb, 
make it a real angel, 
weighty with Max Planck's quanta, 
vivid with hair, 
opaque in the dawn light, robed in real 
linen 
spun on a definite loom. 

Let us not seek to make it less 
monstrous, 
for our own convenience, our own 
sense of beauty, 
lest, awakened in one unthinkable 
hour, we are 
embarrassed by the miracle, 
and crushed by remonstrance. 

Greetings from my home to 
yours. I trust you are staying well 
and pray you are feeling safe. 
In writing to you, I am reminded 
of the apostle Paul, who wrote 
letters to the churches he had 
planted in Eurasia and the Middle 
East. The ideas he shared were 
always sandwiched between a 
long introductory paragraph and 
an equally lengthy epilogue or 
conclusion. Paul’s preface 
usually contained an in-depth 
description of the longing he felt 

to be together with his faith 
community. The apostle yearned 
to share fellowship and take 
communion alongside his 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Some of Paul’s letters were 
written from a prison where he 
was being held captive. After 
lamenting, Paul commended the 
communities he had established; 
he praised their faith, always 
reminded them of his goal of 
sharing the gospel with the world. 
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Our Good Friday Zoom lament 
service included people from the 
Campbell River Anglican and 
Presbyterian churches. Our 
members participated in providing 
music, readings, personal 
laments, and beautiful fellowship. 
Last Sunday, people from across 
Canada joined our service. Bible 
studies are a weekly highlight for a 
sector of our community. Others 
visit my office hours, where 
anyone in the congregation or 
outside can drop in and visit on 
Zoom (Tuesdays- Fridays from 
11:00-12:00). You will find 
everything you need to participate 
on our Campbell River Church 
webpage at www.crunited.ca You 
will find links at the top of the 
webpage where you can click and 
just like that join us. 
I get that, due to technical 
difficulties, some of you may feel 
excluded. For those of you with 
less experience, Heather Miller 
has been providing Zoom tutorials 
with a 100% level of success. Just 
so you know, it is also possible to 
dial into our services using your 
regular telephone. If someone 
would like to join any activities and 
does not have a device or the 
know-how, we are committed to 
making it possible for you to join 
us during this time of pandemic. 
Please, please, whether you need 
a phone or some help, please 
contact Heather Miller or me about 
your need. 
Elaine Julian, my husband Dieter, 
and others have also spent hours 
creating a CRUC telephone tree, 
and you should have received a 
call today, April 16, 2020. Our 
phone tree is to inform each of you 
but also to check in so you can 
share your needs with us.  
Anyone, who would like some 
personal time with me, or pastoral 
care is welcome to call me at 
1.778.324.4464  
 

On another note, our recent phone 
tree leaders have gathered the 
information and informed me that 
some of you would like to meet for 
coffee and conversation. We can 
do this on Tuesday afternoons at 
2pm per zoom. I will put a link on 
our webpage www.crunited.ca 
Come for coffee and conversation. 
You must bring your own coffee J 
You may feel overwhelmed with all 
of this information and its 
technological nature – believe me, 
we all are, but you are part of a 
wonderful church that has people 
in place to help you. We can do 
this together. Let me know what 
you need. 
In the Bible, we read the words 
“Do not be afraid” over and over 
again. Now is the time to commit 
to not being afraid and holding on 
tight to our faith that God is in 
control, and we belong to God. 
Like Paul, I commend each of you 
for your faith and trust in God. 
Personally, some days I wonder 
what God is doing. Some days I 
wonder what you are doing. Most 
days are full of work and prayer. 
But some days, I think I sense 
what God is up to. On those days, 
I sense that we are being made 
new. We are being made into a 
new creation that is not afraid – a 
new creation who know we are 
safe in the knowledge that Christ 
died, Christ is indeed risen, and 
Christ will come again. 
And so, I bless you with peace 
above you, peace below you, 
peace around you, and peace in 
you. God be with you until we 
meet again. 
Dr. Rebecca 
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New council 
 
Chair: 
 –Mary-Lou Vanstone 
  
Secretary & co Chair: 
– Heather Miller 
 
Treasurer:  
– Bill Huxham 
 
M&P:  
– Rudy van Dyk 
 
Maintenance:  
– Rudy van Dyk 
 
Worship:  
– Carmen Ann 
Menegozzo 
 
Members at large: 
 – Logan Ronhovde 
 – Lee Rumley 
 – Brenda Geddert 

Chatter from the Chair 
 Council met at 4:00 Thursday 
April 9, Via Zoom to conduct 
the following business Council 
met at 4:00 on Wednesday 
April 8, via Zoom to: 
 

a) receive resignations from 
Lee Rumley as secretary 
and Janis Boosenberry as 
treasurer and to thank 
them for their service. 

b)  appoint to council Bill 
Huxham as treasurer and 
Heather Miller as 
Secretary. 

 

This was done without an AGM 
and with direction and support 
from Region due our inability to 
physically meet together while 
the COVID 19 pandemic 
continues. These appointments 
are temporary and will last only 
until we can all meet together 
and have an AGM. 
Bill Huxham was waiting for 
documents from Janis as they 
work together to complete the 
transfer of information. He needs 
these documents to prove a 15% 
loss of revenue, which would 
make us eligible for the 75% 
wage subsidy for staff that the 
government is offering. Bill has 

been attending the Financial 
Webinars offered by Pacific 
Region. 
We decided to keep “Little Orca’s 
Daycare” rent for the last half of 
March and make it available to 
them once they are ready to 
reopen. This decision was 
needed to complete the financial 
report Janis was working on so 
she could turn things over to Bill. 
Rebecca reported on the success 
of church, Bible study and regular 
office hours via Zoom and phone. 
She has been attending the 
Moderators Services, Pacific 
Regional Town hall meetings and 
finance Webinars via Zoom for 
information. Rebecca continues 
to be as available as possible 
and Council thanked her for the 
work she is doing to both, keep 
us as connected as possible, and 
gather as much information as 
possible to keep our church intact 
and financially viable. 



© 2020 Campbell River United Church, .  Page | 5  
 

 

 ¾ We have cancelled 2020 
summer camp 

¾ Heather and Carmen Anne 
have taken on the job of 
updating the membership 
roster. 

¾ Sharon will receive mileage 
to deliver the newsletter to 
those who do not have email 
addresses 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Mary-Lou Vanstone    
Council Chair 
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Healing Pathway Ministry 
 
During this time of Social-
Caretaking, the members of 
the Healing Pathway group 
are continuing to send 
prayers and healing energy 
to every person connected 
with our congregation, and 
others who we know about 
or have specifically 
requested this Distance 
Healing Energy and Prayer.  
We have committed to using 
the church Directory and 
praying for each individual 
on an ongoing basis.  We 
are also open to receive 
specific requests for prayers 
and healing energy, as we 
do in our Prayers of the 
People during Sunday 
worship.  If you, or anyone 
you know, would like us to 
send these prayers, contact 
the church office and the 
request will be passed on 

and dealt with in confidentiality.  
We do not need to know the 
particular concern unless you 
wish to let us know what it is.  
God’s Unconditional Love is the 
energy we call on, and God 
knows what is needed.  We will 
be continuing our regular 
monthly ‘Drop In’ and practice 
time on Thursdays and will be 
“in community with one another” 
from our own homes.  We can’t 
touch with our hands, but we 
can and do touch heart to heart.   
We are the vessels through 
which the Love is made real in 
human life – as are all of you.  
Stay safe and stay healthy as 
we share God’s Love with our 
community and our families 
wherever they happen to be. 
 
Shalom, Gale Glover   
for the Healing Pathway Ministry 
Group 
 

Re-Imagine Update 
 
 We are living in a time of 
disruption, where it may 
seem like everything is 
changing.  While we must 
acknowledge the difficulties 
imposed by this upheaval, 
we may also choose to 
reflect on ourselves and our 
church from this newfound 
perspective.  It's been 
exciting to witness novel 
ways of being church that 
folks have been sharing on 
our Facebook Group - 
Please continue to 
participate in community 
dialogue on that platform (if 

you are able). The Re-Imagine 
group will be gathering virtually 
soon, and invites those willing to 
participate in research & 
development to join us in 
exploring anew how we might 
reinvigorate our "platform for 
ministry."   
If you would like to participate, 
please email us 
at ReImagineCRU@gmail.com, 
or call Logan at (250)202-3462 


