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Devotional on Lamentations 3:21-26 

Wait Quietly for the Salvation of the Lord 

This is a devotional for really hard times.  In fact, the situation was so harsh that in Ezekiel 5:9 God called 
it ‘never … before and … never … again’.  Jerusalem was destroyed, most of the people were taken into 
exile, and the devastation was absolutely terrible.  If you want a feel for how bad it was, scan the book 
of Lamentations.  But in the midst of all that, the writer, probably Jeremiah, offers this wonderfully 
reassuring passage.  My NIV Study Bible calls it “The theological – and spiritual – high point of the book 
of Lamentations”. 

Lamentations 3:21-26 New International Version (NIV) 

21 Yet this I call to mind 
    and therefore I have hope: 

22 Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, 
    for his compassions never fail. 
23 They are new every morning; 
    great is your faithfulness. 
24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; 
    therefore I will wait for him.” 

25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, 
    to the one who seeks him; 
26 it is good to wait quietly 
    for the salvation of the LORD. 

You may just want to read that passage over a few times and meditate on it yourself.  Alternatively, here 
are a few ideas that may help ‘prime the pump’. 

Notice that in the midst an overwhelming situation, Jeremiah pauses to say “yet this I call to mind”, I 
remember – the Lord’s great love.  Think about how counterintuitive it was for him to call the Lord 
compassionate.  Can you see God’s compassion in your/our circumstances?  

In verse 23, he says that God’s compassions are “new every morning”.  Devotionals have been written 
on how significant and special that is.  As our days slip into what may seem like very constrained 
routines, this is an idea for a fresh start to each day. 

What words characterize God in these six verses?  Loving, compassionate, consistent, faithful, my 
portion, good, saviour.  Are any of those especially meaningful to you personally?  If so, dwell on that.  
I’m going to elaborate on two of them. 

The word translated “great love” in verse 22 is ”hesed”.  Many of you will recognize it as one of the huge 
wonderful defining words about God.  I learned of it in the book of Ruth (the Girl from Moab), where 
both Ruth and Boaz demonstrate ‘hesed’ love.  Sarah Bowler’s web article on “3 Characteristics of 
‘Hesed Love’ in the Book of Ruth” explains it as loving, merciful, gracious, kind, good and benevolent 
ways.  She goes on to say that it: 

1) Is shown through actions 
2) Expresses genuine concern for others 
3) Demonstrates strong devotion. 
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In God’s self-description in Exodus 34:6-7 He calls Himself: “The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in hesed and faithfulness, keeping hesed for thousands… .” In 
Micah 6:8, we are called to “do justly, love hesed, and walk humbly with your God”.  That’s our God, 
even in times like these, and that is what He wants from us. 

The second characteristic I’ll comment on is one I skipped over too quickly the first time I read this 
passage – “my portion”.  The note in my Bible is a reminder that when the land of Israel was being 
allocated among the tribes, “[The Lord] was the inheritance share of the priests and Levites.”  They did 
not get property.  They did not get possessions, or the usual means to earn a living and to occupy 
themselves.  What does that concept suggest to you?  Among other things, it suggests to me that God 
gave them the chance to be blessed by a deep relationship with Him, to have a continuous connection, 
to serve His people in His Name, to be constantly learning, to spend time with Him.  Jeremiah reminds 
us that is true for each of us.  And, because this word was on my mind, I noticed that in the passage that 
Alan spoke from a couple of weeks ago from Deuteronomy 32, in verse 9 Moses says “For the Lord’s 
portion is His people…”.  God’s intention is that it works both ways.  How special is that!   

Finally, what words reoccur in these six verses?  Notice the repetition of the words “hope” and “wait”.  
What I was not aware of was the note in my Bible that the Hebrew for “therefore I will wait” is the same 
as that for “therefore I have hope”.  These words and phrases serve as a refrain in the passage.  “Wait” 
and “hope”.   

Notice what the passage suggests about hopeful waiting: 

• It is based on God’s love. Vs 21-22 

• It results in God’s goodness. Vs 25 

• It comes from God who is our portion. Vs 25 

• “It is good to wait quietly – for the salvation of the Lord.” Vs 26 

What a great reminder right now! 

Here is a wonderful hymn of hope and reassurance from 300 years ago. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-hN740J6qA 

Let us pray: 

Our God, thank-you that you have been our help in the past, and you are our shelter now – our safe 
place in the midst of COVID-19.  Thank-you that we see your compassion – in our own health, in the 
wisdom and dedication and determination and encouragement of our leaders, in the overwhelming 
numbers of people doing the right thing, in neighbours helping neighbours, in hopeful smiles and 
encouraging words.  Thank-you that you are the embodiment of ‘hesed’, of loving, merciful, gracious, 
kind, good and benevolent ways that surpass description.  Thank-you that everything good that you 
have given us, you have given us yourself.  You have given us Jesus.  You are our portion.  Calm us.  
Enable us to wait quietly for your salvation.  Amen 

 

From: wishes to remain anonymous 
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