
My dad was a voracious reader all his life, inhaling two newspapers every day and 

the Economist from cover to cover each week. As he slowly lost is sight in his 80s, 

I began to read him articles (dense articles!) over the phone but he still would 

scan the newspaper for larger font headlines and he always kept a pad of paper in 

his shirt pocket to jot down his thoughts.  Going through his and mom’s boxes 

after they’d been moved into a seniors’ residence, I was very practical about 

discarding the myriad of material that he’d squirrelled away over the years, but I 

could not bear to throw out anything in his own handwriting. 

Now, five years after his passing, I am using our self-isolation time to sort through 

papers more finely.  I make great progress until I see his hand writing. It is there 

on his scholarly notes as well as the sentimental cards he’d signed for my mom. 

Sometimes he added a sweet PS to my mom’s weekly missive to my sisters and 

me, as we lived on 3 different continents. Dad’s ‘job’ was to photocopy and mail 

off the letter each week.  In every note he ever wrote, he would always add the 

reference Numbers 6:24-26. 

I found the attached note he’d written out as best he could in his last year.  It is 

stained and likely not legible to anyone else, but this page is precious to me, these 

verses so valuable to Dad that he just had to write them out again, even though 

he knew them by heart. 

And it occurred to me this week that God has written with His own Hand so many 

more messages and blessings to me, to all of us----with words, in creation and 

through the beauty in art and music and the kindness of other people….  all to be 

read as precious and personal, from a loving Hand.  I’m so thankful my Dad 

understood this.  I am keeping this note as a reminder: he was pointing to another 

Writer. 

The Lord bless you and keep you;  

The Lord make His Face to shine upon you 

The Lord be gracious unto you and give you peace. 

 

Jesus Whom having not seen we love….. 

 



 

 


