
The long and winding road 

 

 
 

When I learnt to drive (nearly half a century ago: oh dear!), my driving instructor said more than once, “Don’t 

look at the road in front of you, look to the far distance and then everything in front of you becomes clear.” 

Jesus had something similar in mind when told his disciples about his coming death. “From that time on Jesus 

began to show His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, 

chief priests, and scribes, and that He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” (Matthew 16:21). 

He took the long view; the disciples did not see it. They did not comprehend this; their vision and understanding 

were so limited.   

There are, of course, varying reasons why we do not see and understand: a selective blindness, a deliberate 

decision, a lack of mental or emotional comprehension, a failure to recognise things in their context. As humans 

we have our limitations so mustn’t put ourselves down, but we should make better use of our mental and 

spiritual “eyes” and then respond honestly.  

In difficult times, in fact at any time, we can look up and beyond the immediacy of life to see God’s 

sovereignty. Yes, this may require an extra element of faith, putting our trust in our Creator, Sustainer, 

Redeemer and Lord. Paul had more than his fair share of troubles but he wrote, “So we fix our eyes not on what 

is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” (2 Cor 4: 18). We 

should aim to “see the big picture”. 

Is there an issue, a concern which you need to hand over to God: to “let go and let God”? This release may be 

the key to fresh things happening in your walk with Jesus. 

 

Prayer. 

Sometimes we run ahead of you O Lord, sometimes we lag behind, or we just stand still numbed by what is 

before us. Sometimes we turn to the left, not the right; or vice versa. Yet ... you are always with us. You go 

before us, you walk alongside us. You care for us as you cared for the people of Israel who followed your cloud 



by day and were warmed by your fire at night. Thank you that you are in control, sovereign Lord; help me to 

fully accept this. Amen.  

 

Martin Vernon 
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